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Editor^s 

welcome 



Welcome to the first issue of a new 
calendar year, so season’s best wishes 
are extended to one and all. Despite the 
year drawing towards its close, there’s still 
plenty going on in the classic world, while it’s 
already time to start formulating next year’s plans 

I always favour a big wall planner (the one given 
away with our sister title Scootering has served the 
purpose for me the last few years) onto which I first 
detail all magazine deadline dates. Next, I transcribe 
everything that I know will be happening and which I’ll 
definitely go to circumstance allowing - so on go the 
Stafford shows, Bristol show, Banbury, Pioneer Run, 
Morini track day at Cadwell, the Irish rally. Then the 
things I hope to/would like to go to, that's - for example 
- all the Lansdowne race dates, Kop Hill Climb, Founders 
Day, Graham Walker Run, Garden of England Run, Dijon, 
Goodwood (Festival of Speed and Revival), the ASI 
MotoShow and sundry others, like local club runs and 
not-so-local runs, too. Quite soon it starts to fill up... 

Next, it’s a case of trying to decide what motorcycles 
need to be ready for which event, what I’d like to 
take ‘ideally’ and what back-up plans I need to start 
formulating sooner rather than later, as I know things 
will invariably not go as hoped for. And so a plan starts 
to formulate. 

This year, the vast majority of my ‘classic’ riding has 
been on pre Second World War machines, while I’m 
finding I’m ever more drawn to the early vintage and 
veteran period, so it’s a case of trying to decide how 
best to scratch that particular itch. I have grandiose 
plans of doing lots of runs and rides on a single- 
speed veteran which I neither a) own or b) possess 
the necessary skills (and time) to master, so I have to 
reign in my enthusiasm and start to think a bit more 
practically. Not a lot more practically, you’ll understand 
(‘practical’ would be a new GS BMW or similar for 
touring, for example) but at least something that’ll give 
me a fighting chance of turning up for runs and such 
with at least a vague idea of what I’m doing. 

I’ve long had this notion of using something that is 
over/at least 100 years old on a variety of events but 
perhaps not 2016... though we’ll see! Talking of 100 
years ago, we’ve the first part of our social history of 
motorcycling in this issue too - though that covers more 
than a century now. 
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Classic Archive | The merry march of the tuttimen 




The merry 
march oi the 
tuttimen 

This was the scene in Hungerford in late April 
1922, when residents took to the streets 
to celebrate Hocktide - an ancient festival 
that takes place just after Easter. Hocktide 
is still celebrated in the town today. 

Words: MICHAEL BARRACLOUGH Photography: MORTONS MEDIA ARCHIVE 



ike the native 
inhabitants of so many 
other countries, the 
British are sticklers 
for tradition. Hocktide 
traditionally took place on the second 
Tuesday after Easter but today survives 
only in Hungerford. It encompassed many 
unusual rituals, one of which is being 
displayed in this photograph. The long 
staff adorned at one end with flowers and 
(as tradition dictates) a cloven orange, is 
known as a Tutti pole! It is believed that 
these poles have their origins in pungent 
floral arrangements called nosegays that 
were displayed in the more seamy areas of 
medieval towns to help alleviate the smell! 

On the morning of the first day of the 
festival, the Hocktide Council - also known 
as the Hocktide Court - convenes to elect 
the officers for the year. These are the chief 
constable, officers of the town and the 
'tuttimen! The latter group of gentlemen are 
the ones that carry the tutti poles - more 
as a symbol of their status than to mitigate 
any offensive pongs - and they can then 
make a tour of the town collecting kisses 
from all the girls they should happen to 
meet during the time that the Hocktide 
festival is in full swing. The tuttimen give 
the girls an orange as payment and, as 
you can see, the unfortunate passenger of 
the Douglas sidecar outfit is being given a 
rather forceful kiss by once such tuttiman. 
She doesn't look best pleased. 

Hocktide was widely celebrated in 
England up until the 16th century, when 
its popularity began to slowly wane. 
Traditions also changed throughout the 
years. In the 19th century there were 



many strange rites taking place; on the 
Monday the men of the village would tie 
up the women and demand a kiss for their 
release, and on the Tuesday (which was 
the actual Hock-day) the men would reap 
the rewards of their insalubrious conduct 
by being tied up by the women, who 
would demand payment for their release. 
This time, however, the payment was 
monetary, and would often go to a local 
charitable cause. 

Returning now to the concern of this 
publication, the Douglas itself is one its 
famous fore-and-aft twin models - an 
early vintage, by today's standards. It is 
the 4hp-engined model, as opposed to its 
sibling of 2%hp, and is most likely from 
the previous year's roster of motorcycles. 
These machines were popular for their 
pulling power, making them a good 
choice as 'sidecar sloggers,' as is being 
exemplified here. 

The Douglas fore-and-aft twin was one 
of the company's most successful early 
designs, and one that the War Office 
earmarked as a machine that was capable 
of surviving the rigours of Europe in 
wartime. Predecessors of the machine 
pictured here were battling through 
the mud of the Somme only eight years 
before this photograph was taken, so the 
Douglas twin was made to be durable. 
Granted, the unforgiving terrain and 
harsh conditions did cause the occasional 
hiccup (the Douglas could often find itself 
running on one cylinder if conditions were 
abysmally wet and the front plug shorted 
out) but it ran well and proved to be a 
stalwart companion both in and out 
of wartime. 
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News&Events 

EDITED BY JAMES ROBINSON 



Changes due at 
Gaydon museum 

The Heritage Motor Centre 
at Gaydon, home to the 
British Motor Industry 
Heritage Trust and also 
the VMCC's Banbury Run, 
has announced various 
changes. 

The world's largest 
collection of historic 
British cars will be called 
the British Motor Museum, 
and undertaking a major 
refurbishment this winter, 
as well as unveiling a 
new £4m Collections 
Centre. The venue will 
be closed until February 
2016. There's more at 
britishmotormuseum. 
co.uk 



ELK calendar 

ELK has announced its 

calendar for 2016: 

• March 28, Ashford 
Classic Motorcycle Show 
& Bikejumble, Ashford, 
Kent 

• April 3, South of 
England Classic Show 
& Bikejumble, Ardingly, 
Sussex 

• May 1, Romney Marsh 
Bikejumble, Hamstreet, 
Kent 

• May 14-15, Eestival of 
Motorcycling, East of 
England Showground, 
Peterborough 

• lune 26, Romney Marsh 
Bikejumble, Hamstreet, 
Kent 

• luly 24, South of 
England Summer 
Classic Show & 
Bikejumble, Ardingly, 
Sussex 

• September 18, Romney 
Marsh Bikejumble, 
Hamstreet, Kent 

• October 23, South of 
England Classic Show & 
Bikejumble, Ardingly, 
Sussex 



CRG Winter Classic 



A kick-start to the new classic 
motorcycling year, the Carole Nash 
Classic Bike Guide Winter Classic, 
returns on fanuary 9-10, 2016, for a 
fifth instalment. 

Hundreds of trade stands and 
autojumble plots will pack into the 
halls of Newark Showground for the 
two -day exhibition. 

Club stands and private entrants 
will also be displaying pristine 
restored and maintained classic 
machines. 



Alongside the classic elements, 
British Superbike and TT 
rider Peter Hickman will be in 
attendance, chatting on stage 
with compere Steve Plater about 
his racing career. 

Adding something a little 
different to proceedings will 
be the return of Scooter World, 
over two scooter halls. 

Doors open at 9am both 
days and advance tickets are 
available from 01507 529529. 




JANUARY 9-10, 2016 

NEWARK SHOWGROUND, WINTHORPE, NEWARK 

Nottinghamshire ng24 2nV 



ADWNCE TICmsBTs^NOW! 

I under 

'HOTLINE: 01507 529529 

VISIT: www.classicbikeshows.com 

^ KlFacebook,co./clos.icbike.how. W @clossicbikeshow #NeworkCBS 




Spanish success 



The 4th Colombres 
International Rally, run by the 
Moto Club Indianos, which 
took place October 5-11, 2015, 
was another outstanding 
success and incorporated all 
the old favourites, such as the 
traditional Saturday Bustio- 
Colombres hill climb run along 
with the two -day auto jumble 
run at the village hall. 



It also included the second 
running of the classic 
motocross on the Sunday, along 
with a special event for small 
children. 

There is no doubt that the 
Moto Club Indianos is intent 
on building up the event to 
become a must visit for the 
classic enthusiast, but also 
determined to not fall into the 



previous trap of expanding to 
the point where it becomes a 
problem due to size, so it has 
capped the number attending 
and is strict on the age of 
machines entering. To take part 
you need to watch the website 
www.motoclubindianos.com 
for details of the 2016 event and 
get your entry in quick. 

Ian Kerr 



Vincent twin's lucky winner 

The National Motorcycle Museum's summer 
2015 raffle to win a 1947 Vincent Rapide 
was drawn by road racing superstars Carl 
Eogarty, famie Whitham and Phil Read at 
the Museum LIVE open day on October 31. 

The first prize of the 1947 Vincent Rapide 
998cc built to Black Shadow specification 
by the museum was won by Philip Tingle, of 
South Yorkshire. 

The 1965 BSA Bantam D7 175cc 
motorcycle offered as a second prize was 
won by Andrew Gubb, from north Devon, 
while the third prize of a luxury 'classic' 
weekend hotel break for two was claimed by 
Mr P Brackenbury from the Isle of Wight. First prize in the draw. Phiiip Tingie coiiects his bounty. 
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Desne Dodkin (1927-2015) 




Desne and Geoff Dodkin pose with Dennis Frost’s Mk.l KTT 
Veiocette (Dennis Frost). 



Desne Dodkin, the former 
Veloce employee and wife 
of well-known Veiocette 
dealer Geoff, passed away on 
September 16. 

Born in Birmingham in 
1927, Desne started work 
in the general office at the 
Veiocette factory around 1947, 
later becoming secretary to 
Percy, Eugene, Peter and Bertie 
Goodman. At one time she 
was running the general office 
as well. 

It was at Veiocette that Desne 
met Geoff, who'd travel to 
the factory from his Veiocette 
dealership in East Sheen. After 
the Velo factory closed in 1971, 
Desne, with service manager Bill 
Sewell, went to work for Matt 
Holder, who had bought the 
Veiocette name and spares. 

In 1972, Desne and Geoff 
married and she moved down to 
East Sheen to help him run his 



shop. Geoff and Desne ran the 
business together for 20 years 
until 1992, before 23 years of 
happy retirement in the village 



they'd moved to near Evesham, 
with Desne looking after the 
garden, the house and Geoff. 

Richard Adams 




Eeaturing 40 motorcycle 
specials from TT racers through 
to twin engine sprint bikes, 
sketched at various events 
and locations over the last 12 
months, Martin Squires' new 
Sketchbook is available now. 

Martin has been continually 
drawn to unusual motorcycles, 
especially racing and sprinting 



machines, due to their built- 
for-purpose aesthetics. Some 
of the motorcycles in his new 
collection include a 1935 
Veiocette KTT MkV, a 1912 
Budge racer, a Hartley Ariel, 
Brian Chapman's Mighty Mouse 
and Super Mouse, an AfS V-twin 
record breaker and a 1928 
Budge Dirt Track Special. 



The book's dimensions 
are 21cm x 14cm and each is 
signed and numbered as an 
edition of 100. The cost is £10 
(+£3 p&p) and it is available 
from the shop section of 
www.sketchbooktravels.com 
or by contacting Martin on 
07973915139. He also takes 
private commissions. 



Bonhams 
French sale 

Eor the very first time, the 
world-renowned MG 
Collection Motorcycle 
Museum will offer 18 of its 
highly desirable collectors' 
motorcycles at auction. 

The Italian machines will 
be sold by Bonhams at the 
Grand Palais Sale, taking 
place on Eebmary 4, 2016 
in Paris, Prance. 

The Stockholm-based 
museum was founded 
in 1999 by enthusiast 
Christer B Christensson, 
who, together with 
motorcycle historian Ove 
lohansson, assembled a 
world-class collection of 
motorcycle masterpieces. 

"This is the first time 
the museum has offered 
any of its collection at 
auction," said Ben Walker, 
international director 
for Bonhams Collectors' 
Motorcycles. 

"It is an exciting, early 
consignment to our Grand 
Palais Sale, including 
several lots at no reserve." 

Highlights include a 1954 
MV Agusta Disco Volante, 
estimated at €11,000-17,000, 
and a 1948 Gilera Saturno, 
estimated at €11,000- 16,000. 



\HM &ci;b SAL 

Auio Retro^ 

\A- 




Auto Retro 

The 32nd Auto Betro 
Barcelona opening takes 
place on December 4-7, 
2015. It will be in Hall 
eight of Pira de Barcelona's 
Montjuic Fairgrounds with 
around 300 exhibitors from 
10 countries expected. 
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New^^vents 



Book Review 

Isle ofManTT- 

Ihe Golden Years 1913-1939 Volume One 

AUTHOR: Mick Duckworth 
PUBLISHED BY: Lily 
Publications Ltd, PO Box 33, 

Ramsey, Isle of Man IM99 4LP 
FAX: +44 (0)1624 898 446 
WEB: www.lilypublications.co.uk 
Hardback, 210 x 205mm 
(landscape); 95 pages with over 
110 photographs and illustrations. 

ISBN 978-1-907945-48-9 £16 




The Isle of Man TT races have 
a longer continuous history 
than any of the world's other 
great motorsport events. 

First run in 1907, the Tourist 
Trophy started out as a test 
for production motorcycles 
that would encourage makers 
to improve performance 
and reliability. The Island's 
government was already 
willing to close public roads 
for car races, including the 
RAC's Tourist Trophy. In 
1911 the motorcycle TT races 
moved to the now-legendary 
Mountain Course, running 
through the scenic splendour 
of the Manx hills. 

At first it followed a circuit 
already used for car racing, 
but in 1920, when TT racing 
resumed after World War One, 
the present 37.73 mile course 
was adopted. 

The photographs in this 
book (drawn from the Manx 
photographer Keig's archive), 
spanning the years from 1913 
to 1939 with a gap from 
1928-1931, present a superb 
record of greater and lesser 
TT races with machines that 
developed hugely over the 
years. 

Perhaps inevitably, 
the 'Tourist' concepts of 
competing with standard 
production motorcycles 
were soon left behind as 
manufacturers vied for the 
prestige of TT success. The 
spindly bicycle -like machines 
of the early years can be seen 
to develop into specialised 
road racers with large fuel 
tanks, a liberal use of light 
alloy and larger brakes. 



Riding kit evolved from a 
miscellany of protective 
clothing to purpose-made 
suits of strong hide, while the 
photos offer an insight into 
social history. Bystanders, in 
the quaint-looking clothing of 
the day, add charm to many 
of the images and schoolboys 
packing the paddock for 
autographs, loved to get in the 
picture with their TT heroes. 

A lack of brilliant sunshine 
in many of the paddock shots 
doesn't necessarily reflect the 
Isle of Man's climate. Before 
the Second World War almost 
all practice sessions took 
place in the early morning, 
the first evening sessions 
being introduced in 1937. 

We see emotive pictures of 
rare and early machines and 
riders - Oliver Godfrey, the 
1911 Senior winner, having 
dead-heated for second place 
in the 1914 Senior on his 
V-twin Indian. Sadly, he lost 
his life while serving in the 
Royal Flying Corps during the 
First World War; Bert Le Vack 
on his fabulous 1923 DOHC 
New Imperial; a young Phillip 
Vincent poses apprehensively 
before the 1936 Senior with 
rider lock West, seated on the 
works racing Series A Comet; 
Stanley Woods on 'The Roarer,' 
the 1939 supercharged 
Velocette twin and George 
Rowley (wrongly captioned 
as team-mate Bob Foster), on 
the AfS supercharged V-four. 
An excellent book. I look 
forward to Volume Two. 

Book reviewed by 
lonathan Hill 




The popular appeal of Norton’s Manx showed no sign of diminishing 
at Ardingiy. 

Redman stars 
at RealClassic 



ELK Promotions' final event 
of the year was the RealClassic 
Show at the familiar Ardingiy 
showground venue, on October 
25, 2015. 

The special guest was the 
ever-popular fim Redman, who 
had a very busy day, willingly 
signing autographs and posing 
for photos. 

The show included a special 
class for Manx Nortons, 
inspired by Ardingiy regular 
and arch-Bracebridge Street 
enthusiast Steve Elston. It 



attracted some bikes with 
interesting provenance, fohn 
Rollison's 500cc model was 
judged the best of the bunch 
and his had been raced by Stan 
Woods and Charlie Sanby. 

Among the other prize 
winner was Brian Moore's 1949 
Triumph TR5 (Best pre-1950) 
and Tony King's 1937 HRD 
TT Replica, chosen as best 
competition. 

The Best Club Stand went to 
the BSA Bantam Club. 

Alan Turner 



Miller Museum opening times 



As from Monday, November 
30, the Sammy Miller Museum 
will be closed during the week 
but open at weekends until 
fully opening again on Monday, 
February 15, 2016, seven days a 



week, for the 2016 season. 

Over Christmas the museum 
will be closed on the weekend of 
December 26/27 but will be open 
on Friday, fanuary 1, 2016, if you 
fancy a New Year's Day ride out! 
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THE WAY WE WERE IN 

JANUARY 



1916 

After lengthy conversations 
with Mr G Funck of Coventry, 
progress was reported 
involving the development 
of aluminium cylinders, a 
new and interesting method 
of constructing a very light 
engine. Mr Funck was working 
on an all- aluminium cylinder 
devoid of a liner. To minimise 
wear, he'd experimented with 
contractile rings fitted to a light 
steel shell-type piston. Other 
lines of development included 
a water-cooled engine with 
grooved pistons without rings. 

Mr Funck postulated that his 
all- aluminium cylinders would 
prove ideal for air-cooled 
motorcycle applications, as 
the heat conductivity of 
aluminium is about three 
times that of steel and with 
radiating fins his engines 
would run much cooler 
than those with cast iron or 

1941 

It was brought to Press 
attention that while the motor 
bus service in many parts of 
the British Isles was suspended 
early in the New Year due to 
severe ice, a local district nurse 
burbled past a crowd of bus 
drivers refusing to set out on 

1966 

With clear blue skies and 
sunshine, riders from the UK, 
France, Holland, Luxembourg, 
Italy, further afield and of 
course Germany enjoyed 
their trip to the annual 
(13th) Elephant Rally at the 
Nurburgring. 

1991 

Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI) inspectors 
asked the Norton factory for all 
records covering its last three 
years trading after Norton 
shares plummeted from 15p to 
6p in early January. A company 



machined steel cylinders. This 
would not only make for a 
more efficient engine, but 
also minimise cylinder wall 
cracking, as experienced 
with some cast iron cylinders 
at the sites of localised heat 
pockets. The plan was to install 
special valve seats and guides, 
possibly as a unit structure 
into either the cylinder for 
side -valve or cylinder head for 
ohv engines. 

While many observers were 
concerned about cylinder 
wall wear due to the design, 

Mr Funck reckoned the 
aluminium pistons currently 
in use with steel or cast iron 
cylinders, especially in aviation 
applications, exhibited 
good wear qualities, so why 
shouldn't his aluminium 
cylinders? Further reports 
were expected from the 
Coventry inventor. . . 



their routes on her Excelsior 
autocycle. In fact, the Press 
correspondent was also out 
and about on his machine 
that morning and concluded 
that if bus schedules had been 
slowed by 25%, the service 
could have continued. 



It was more like a camping 
weekend in summer than 
mid- winter. Over 7000 
enthusiasts gathered by mid 
Saturday afternoon and 
the grid stretched literally 
out of sight. Next stop, the 
Dragon Rally. 



spokesman stated the DTI 
didn't indicate the reason. It 
was common knowledge 
Norton was involved in a 
contentious £8.2million 
takeover of the German 
fastener business PUS. 

Richard Rosenthal. 
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New^^vents 



Offham Steam Rally success 



While few of the traction 
engines that originated at 
the Offham Steam Rally 
now attend, it remains an 
annual get-together (on 
October 18, 2015) of all 
sorts of older transport 
that totally dominates 
the Kent village. 

The vehicles form a 
loose guard of honour for 
the usual late morning 
arrival of the steam 
engines that have a 
difficult time threading 
their way through the 
classic-clogged roads. 

By this time, the 
generous village green all 
hut disappears beneath 



a covering of venerable 
metal. The convenient 
pub expands its facilities 
to keep up with the 
demand for refreshment. 

With no formal 
organisation, it is up to 
everyone to remember 
that the event takes place 
on the Sunday preceding 
the end of British 
Summer Time. With the 
considerable numbers 
of those making the 
most of the opportunity 
to wander, admire and 
share the common bond 
of old machinery, it's a 
definite date for the diary. 

Alan Turner 




Few bikes at Offham had as much patina as this weii-traveiied Exceisior! 



Tangerine Dream prize draw 




Littie and iarge Triumphs are offered in the NMM’s next raffie. 



Following on from the 
summer raffle, details for 
the National Motorcycle 
Museum's winter 2015 
raffle have been announced. 

Museum director James 
Hewing stated: "We have 
another exceptional first 
prize for our winter 2015 
raffle with an original, 
matching numbers 1959 
Triumph T120 'Tangerine 
Dream' Bonneville, which 
has been restored in the 
museum's workshops." 

A 1966 Triumph Tiger 
Cub 200cc is on offer for 
second, while a weekend 
break for two people at 
the Windmill Village Hotel 
( WWW. windmill villagehotel. 



co.uk) is the third prize. The 
draw is on Sunday, April 24, 
2016, at the Stafford show. 

Tickets cost £2 each 
and will be distributed 
during Nov/Dec 2015 via 



subscription copies of the 
specialist press. They are 
also available from the 
museum on 01675 444123 
and also online at 
www.thenmm.co.uk 



Virtually go round Donington Park 



Fans of Donington Park 
can now get on track at 
the legendary East 
Midlands circuit from the 
comfort of their own 
homes, as Donington can 
now be viewed on Google 
Street View. 

For more inf ormation 
on events at Donington 
Park visit 

donington-park.co.uk 




It’s now possible to go round Donington Park with Google Street View. 




Edward Lewis 

Edward Lewis passed away peacefully on 
September 23, 2015, aged 92. A lifelong 
motorcyclist from age 11, Nortons remained 
his passion after he rode an ES2 to school. 

A lengthy racing career on two wheels was 
punctuated by semi-professional driving 
and the creation of an Edward Lewis 
Special that inspired the iconic Lotus 
Seven. Retiring with wife Marjorie and his 
collection of Nortons to the Spanish island 
of Menorca in 1985, he competed in local 
trials on a 500T and in 1989, aged 66, he 
rode from Barcelona to London on a 1927 
Model 18, raising £250 for cancer research. 

Mike Lewis 

Springfield show 

The 30th running of this event takes place on 
January 23/24 at Springfield Events Centre, 
Spalding, with John McGuinness as the guest 
of honour. More details are available at 
www.springfieldsbikeshow.co.uk 
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It DAVE COOPER TRAILERS 



(CM) Unit 7, Petti ngs Court Farm, Hodsoli Street, 
Wrotham, KentTNIS 7LH 
Tel/Fax: 01732 820082 (Days), 07860 702112 (Mobile) 
• www.davecooper.co.uk * info@davecooper.co.uk 




CLIP-ON ADJUSTABLE 
BIKE RACKS 
£71.95 inc p&p 
.JUNIOR RACKS 50cc-80cc 
SENIOR RACKS 100cc-600cc 




Fils any vehicle with British standard towbar, and you can still 
tow with the bike rack in use. Made from strong 4mm British 
steel tubing, finished in protective enamel. 

Lightboards, tie down straps and 
double racks also available. 

TRAILERS 

Single bike £289 

Double bike £349 

Treble bike.... £389 

Sidecar 



Spare wheel £28.50 extra. All prices include VAT • Delivery Service available. 



Trailers come complete with Independent suspension, clip-on 
loading ramp, tie-down loops, wheel support clamps, security 
locking facility, removable lighting and six enamel colours. 
NEW wall mounting brackets - to hang trailer on your garage 
wall £15.00 pair. Price includes lightboard & ramp 




‘NORMOUS 

NEWARK AUTOJUNBIE 



Newark & Notts Showground, Newark-on-Trent Notts NG242NY(jurK A1/A46/A47‘Sjgned) 

Also: Jan 31, 
Feb 2A. Apr If 



Sun Dec 13 



CUSTOMER EARLY BIRD PASS aaiii-9am £tO 

DAY ADMISSION 10am - £6 

URGEST -h BEST ONE-DAY AUTOJUMBLE IN UK - over 3Q00 plots previously ~ insldeand out 
“Vast classic display - up to 1000+ [cars, bikes, commercials, kits, custom, etc) - FREE DISPLAY 
AREA for classic cars and motorcycles (just pay admission charge) - FREE Trade Papers. FREE Sat 
night camping & caravanning (toilets and breakfasts available) for stall holders - FREE steward ed 
customer parking. Established 30 years of leading successful events. Demo, restoration and trade 
stalls welcome. Plots from only £ 13 pre-booked. 

Send SAE for booking form or down load from website. 

Over 3000+ phti previousfy - reduced admission for classics from Warn 

MORTONS MEDIA GROUP LTD 



Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lines LN9 dJR 
TeL 01507 529470 Mob: 07824 145472 
Email rgraham@moitons.co,uk 
Web. w w w.ne warkautoj u mb I e .co.u k 







CLASSIC 

CarBuyBr 





Boyer Bn 



Tel 01622 730939 

Boyer-Bransden 
Electronics Ltd 
Frindsbury House 
Cox Street 
Detling Maidstone 
Kent ME14 3HE. 

Fax: 01622 730930 
www.BoyerBransden.com 



Boyer Bransden 



Electronic Ignitions For Motorcycles and Cars, Road & Racing 
From Boyer Bransden 

Whether you're looking for the ultimate performance, for your classic racer, or simply 
want to keep your classic road bike reliable and sparking strongly, at Boyer Bransden 
we have the answer. With over forty years unbroken manufacturing in the field of 
electronic ignitions and componentry, we have the perfect solution for your machine. 

Over 40 Years' Proven 
0 .^ e Performance 

In 1969 Ernie Bransden designed and 
■5=^ ’ patented a miniature electronic 

ignition that was a fraction of the size ' 

I 3nd far more efficient than any of its ^ f 
jy /, \ competitors. Since that time various ^ ' 

electronic ignitions and 7 * 

/'W ■ ™ nianufacturers have come and gone, 

® but Boyer Bransden have been in jg / \ 

,|L constant production. Today, 

W M Boyer Bransden produce one ^ 

^ of most efficient ignition m V 

systems in the worid. 






Tja!an3R! 
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YOUR EVENT SHOULD BE HERE 



The Classic MotorCycle is anxious to learn all about your motorcycle-related events. 
Contact us at The Classic MotorCycle, Mortons Media Ltd, Diary Listings, 

PO Box 99, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ or email obnnfreeads@nnortons.co.uk 



DECEMBER 2015 



DECEMBERS 

Southern Off Road & Racing 
Show & Jumble; Kemp ton Park 
Racecourse, Sunbury-on-Thames. 
www.egp-enterprises.co.uk 
Rufforth Autojumble, Rufforth 
Park, York Y023 3QH. 
www.rufforthautojumble.com 

DECEMBER 6 

VMCC (Northampton) 

Winter Woolies Run, The Bull, 
Harpole, 11am. Martin Laundon 
01604 586144. 

Club Day, Ace Cafe London 
NWIO 7UD. 

www.ace-cafe-london.com 

DECEMBER 10 

LE Velo (Lancs & S Lakes), 

Glasson Dock, near Lancaster, 
11am for 12. 

Tel 01772 782516. 

DECEMBER 11 

Classic Bike & Car Meet, The 

Victoria, Coalville, Leics LE67 3FA. 
Tel 01530 814718. 
www.vicbikerspub.co.uk 

DECEMBER 12-13 

Kickback Chelsea, Stamford 
Bridge, Chelsea, London. 

Free tickets at 

www.TheCustomShow.com 



DECEMBER 13 

'Normous Newark, Newark 
Showground, Notts NG24 2NY. 
www.newarkautojumble.co.uk 
Xmas Toy Run, Ace Cafe London 
NWIO 7UD. 

www.ace-cafe-london.com 
Autojumble, Manchester Road, 
Rixton, near Warrington WA3 6EA. 
T Taylor 07860 648103. 

DECEMBER 18 

Classic Bike & Car Meet, The 

Victoria, Coalville, Leics LE67 3FA. 
Tel 01530 814718. 
www.vicbikerspub. co.uk 

DECEMBER 19 

Scorton Giant Auto/Bike Jumble, 

North Yorkshire Events Centre 
DLIO 6EH. 

Bert 07909 904705. 

DECEMBER 20 

Paws n' Claws Pet Food Run to 
Mayhew Animal House, Ace Cafe 
London NWIO 7UD. 
www.ace-cafe-london.com 
Xmas Carol Service, Ace Cafe 
London NWIO 7UD. 
www.ace-cafe-london.com 

DECEMBER 26 

Cold Turkey Meet, Ace Cafe 
London NWIO 7UD. 
www.ace-cafe-london.com 




Chipping^^am Fair 2016 



HREE FUN PACKED DAYS 
FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 



Sat Z6th, Sun 29th & Mon 30th May 
PR3 2TO. Tel. 01995 61866 

www.chippingsteamfair.co.uk 



/^lANT AUTO & BIKE JUMBLE 

SCORTON - North Yorkshire Events Centre OLIO 6EJ 
5 mins off A1 at Catterick, 01 Cattorick to Toeside road 
- 1 milo oast of Scorton - Starts 7am 
UNDERCOVER & OUTSIDE 



DECEMBER 19TH & JANUARY 16TH 



EVERY THiRD 
SATURDAY OF 
^EVERY MONTH 



ADMISSION £3.00 * PITCHES FROM £12 
A MASSIVE 10 ACRE SITE OF AUTO AND BIKE 
JUMBLE INSIDE AND OUT 
AMPLE f^PKlHQ - EXCEUENT REFftESWMENTS 

CALL BERT ON Q7909 904705 




DECEMBER 27 

^Cold Turkey' Bike Day, Ace Cafe 
London NWIO 7UD. 
www.ace-cafe-london.com 
Huddersfield Autojumble Party. 
Jeff 07795 505388. 
phoenixfairs.jimdo.com 
Wells Classic MCC. John's Day 
after Boxing Day Run. 

John 01761 432856. 

www.wellsclassicmotorcycleclub. 

co.uk 

VMCC (Northampton) Christmas 
Cracker Run, Hunsbury Country 
Parle, 11am. 

Dave Mead 01327 342570. 
Autojumble, Manchester Road, 
Rixton, near Warrington WA3 6EA. 
T Taylor 07860 648103. 

DECEMBER 31 

New Year's Eve Party, Ace Cafe 
London NWIO 7UD. 
www.ace-cafe-london.com 



JANUARY 2016 



JANUARY 1 

VMCC (Essex) New Year's 
Day Run, Writtle Green, near 
Chelmsford. 

Tel Roger Gulliver 01621 892606. 
VMCC (Dorset) New Year's Day 
Run, Sturminster Newton. 

Tel Gabby Hunt 01963 250184. 

JANUARY 2 

Rufforth Autojumble. 

www.rufforthautojumble.com 



JANUARY 9-10 

Ibe Carole Nash Classic Bike 
Guide Winter Classic, Newarlc 
Showground NG24 2NY 
www.classicbilceshows.com 

JANUARY 10 

VMCC (Dorset) Winter Run, 

Stalbridge. 

Tel. Bob Hoare 01963 364618. 
JANUARY 16 

Scorton Giant Auto/Bike Jumble, 

North Yorkshire Events Centre 
DLIO 6EH. 

Tel. Bert 07909 904705. 

JANUARY 17 

20th Malvern Drive-In Classic Car 
& Motorcycle Autojumble, Wye 

Halls & Outside, Three Counties 
Showground, Malvern, Worcs 
WR13 6NW. 

Tel 01484 667776. 

Email info@classicshows.org 
www.classicshows.org. 

Kidlington Auto Jumble, Exeter 
Halls, Kidlington, Oxford, 0X5 lAB. 
Tel 0208 252 6831 or 07968 080990. 
Huddersfield Autojumble, Old 
Market Building, Huddersfield. 

Tel Jeff 07795 505388; 01773 819154. 
Email jeffpff@hotmail.co.ulc 

JANUARY 23 

Kempton Bike Jumble, Kempton 
Parle, Racecourse, Sunbury-on- 
Thames TW16 5AQ. 

Tel 01344 883961. 
www.egp-enterprises.co.uk 




AJS & Matchless 
Owners Club 



Telephone 
01536 511532 



MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
TECHNICAL HELPLINE 
PARTS SERVICE 
DVLA APPROVED DATING 
MEMBERS DISCOUNT 
SCHEME 
RALLIES AND RUNS 
CLUB FORUM 



Unit 3, Telford Way Industrial Estate, 

KAttArinn WnrtharitQ MM1 APT 



Send your diary entries to obmfreeads@mortons.co.uk 





2016 CALENDAR 





Step back in time with the 
wonderfully nostalgic 2016 
calendar from The Classic 
MotorCyde magazine. 

See timeless classics of days 
gone by and reminisce as the 
12 specially selected black and 
white images (with full 
captions and descriptions) 
evoke memories of the good 
old days. 

Each calendar comes with a backing board and envelope should 
you wish to pass it on as a gift to someone special. 

This high quality product features a month 
per page calendar view and space for 
daily appointments. 

It is also spiral bound with a metal 
hanging bar for easy display. 

A perfect treat as we head into the 
new year or an excellent Christmas gift for 

friends and femiiy. The Classic ^ 

calendar is on sale now. 



Call: 01507 529529 

Visit: www.ciassicmagazines.co.uk 



ORDER 

VOURS 

TODAY!, 



'6 






[jiflBeDs [I^sduODudB 



iH 

‘LOWBOY* is the Registered Trade Mark of Mick Hemmings Motorcycles 

We are pleased to announce we are now settled 
into our new workshops where we will be 
concentrating on 

ENGINE REBUILDS, CYLINDER HEAD WORK 
(eg. Big Valve Conversions, exhaust threads, etc) 
FORK BUILDS, all to customer spec. 

We look forward to serving our customers 
new and old 

5SP&<SPeEARB0XESF0R 

ALLAM(,(OMMANDOk 

nniiikimmn •laiiv 5 spd Con^lete G/box (Alloy)' £2,047 

UuMINATOR/ MANa# U jDf /K ^ Spd Cccnplete G/bcx witn kidcstarl6r shaft 

£2,220 

^ '^L 5 spd Complete G/box (Magnesium].. £2, 220 

5 spd Cofiplete G/box Mag/Alloy . £2,205 
\ 5 spd Compete G/box Magnesium Dturn Type 

' ....£2,407 

^ ^ 6 spd Complete Geailiox Magnesium Driari 

Type, £2,619 

All prices + VAT EEC only. 

TAKE ADVANTAGE of our long standing knowledge 
and experience in our workshop: 

Big Valve Head Conversion • Exhaust Port Threads • Gas Flowing • Re-Bores 
Crank'Grinds/Modifications • Dynamic Crank Balancing etc. (Always ask!!) 



NEW P.O. Box No. 1417 Long Buckby, Northampton NN6 7SD 
ADDRESS Phone and Fax: 01327 844877 





JasoEi, 42, Manchester 



That's why I ride 

Why ride with Bennetts? 

Recommended by riders^^ 

Common modifications covered as standard 
24 hour claims 

Motorcycle insurance specialist 
Bennetts Exclusives Bonuses* 

Get a new quote at 

bennetts.co.uk 

0800 107 0778 

#thatswhyiride 

Rn Fetnuary JOTS, a survey ql 4S6 hikers by iflfliepwden! 
raseardi company, Ipsos MOfU, ftxivid Eenmns i:avw !□ 
be me ot the most reCjommiendod by nders. 
Tuf tJctiili of Bcniwits Exduirftt cafl be found 
whtn you pvdcli»» t poScy, tiwiilef ind 
iTi to www.beooetts.cQ.tikiilnewarids. 



Bennetts 
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I WOULD LIKE A GIFT CARD uko 



Email 

Telephone 

Mobile Year of Birth 



Address 



Postcode 



Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (please circle) 

First name Surname 



Address 



Postcode 



Surname 



SUBSCRIPTION FORM 



OFFER CODE: TCMXMAS15 



JANUARY ISSUE 



THE CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE 



Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (please circle) 



SUBSCRIBER BENEFITS 



,=>LUS NEVER MISS 

> Exclusive offers 

> Access to the Classic Bikers 
Club website 

> Great competitions 



SIMPLY COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO: 

TCM SUBSCRIPTIONS, PO BOX 99, HORNCASTLE, 
LINCOLNSHIRE LN9 6LZ 



UK 

EU 

REST OF WORLD 



SIX MONTHLY 
DIRECT DEBIT 

n £20 + Calendar 



ONE YEAR 
CREDIT CARD/CHECUE 

n £42 + Calendar 

□ £53 

□ £57 



Giving as 
I a present? 



Add the finishing touch 
with a free gift card. | 
Simply tick the box 
provided or ask ''I 
a member of 
the customer 
services team. 



V Never miss an issue! 



^ Great online services to check 
your subscription details 



> Pay only £3.33 per issue saving 
21% on the cover price 



> Delivered to your door before it 
goes on sale in the shops 



[Email | 

On occasion Mortons Media Group Ltd may decide to contact you by post/phone regarding information reiating 
to current offers of products or services (inciuding discounted subscription offers) which we beiieve may be of 
interest to our readers. If you do not wish to receive such offers piease tick this box □ 

On occasion Mortons Media Group Ltd may decide to emaii/fax you regarding information reiating to current 
offers of products or services (inciuding discounted subscription offers) which we beiieve may be of interest to our 
readers. If you wish to receive such offers, piease tick this boxD 

On occasion Mortons Media Group Ltd may permit third parties, that we deem to be reputabie, to contact you by 
post/phone/fax/emaii regarding information reiating to current offers of products or services which we beiieve may 
be of interest to our readers. If you wish to receive such offers piease tick this box □ 

I PAYMENT METHOD J 

|l.n DIRECT DEBIT 

Instruction to Bank/Building Society to pay by Direct Debit: 

I would like to change/take out a subscription for £20 every six months 

(UK only) 

Account in the name of 



Account number Sort code 

Name of Bank/Building Society 

Address 



Postcode 



Piease pay Mortons Media Group Ltd direct debits from the account detaiied in the instructions, subject to the 
safeguards of the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Mortons Media Group 
and, if so, detaiis wiii be passed eiectronicaiiy to my Bank/Buiiding Society. Originator’s ID number: 830390 





Signature 


Date 




Reference number (office use only) 








2. □ DEBIT/CREDIT CARD 

Please debit my: □ Visa 

Card number: 


□ Mastercard 


O Switch/Maestro 


Start date 


/ 


Expiry date 




/ 


3 digit verification code 




Switch issue number 






Signature 


Date 



3. 0 CHEQUE I enclose a cheque made payable to Mortons Media Group Ltd 



PAYER’S DETAILS (must be completed) 



DELIVERY DETAILS (if different to above) 



All gift subscriptions will start with the first issue published after 
Christmas and available to UK only. All gifts will be posted direct to 
the recipient from the week commencing December 1 . (The gift will 
be clearly marked as a Christmas gift and ‘not to open’) Ts and Cs 
available at www.classicmagazines.co.uk 



FOLLOW US AT 

FACEBOOK.COM/TCMMAGAZINE 









lie Classic 



^Tendkf 












3 EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 

ONLINE AT WWW.CLASSICMAGAZINES.CO.UK/tcmxmas15 



CALL 01507 529529 



OVERSEAS CALL +44 (0)1507 529529. 
LINES OPEN MON - FRI, 8.30AM - 7PM 
& SATURDAYS, 8.30AM - 12.30PM 



OR SIMPLY FILL IN THE FORM PROVIDED AND RETURN TO OUR ADDRESS 



*UK SUBSCRIBERS ONLY EXPIRY DATE 08/01/16 








THE DECEMBER SALE 

Collectors’ Motorcycles, Motor Cars 
and Automobilia 

Thursday 10 December 2015 
RAF Museum, Hendon 




1926 AJS 349CC G6 ‘BfG PORT’ 
£7,000-10,000 



For a lot preview visit bonhams.com/22705 



LEADERS IN THE SALE OF 
COLLECTORS’ MOTORCYCLES 



Bonhams offers yoy the services of a formidabfe but wholly 
approachable team of enthusiasts, our broad experience and library 
resources ensuring sound knowledge of the market right through from 
Pioneer machines to classic Japanese racers. 

Participation in a Bonhams motorcycle sale ensures, for both buyer 
and seller, friendly and professional advice, our network of national 
and international offices and representatives work together to give 
each auction the maximum marketing, publicity and exposure to the 
collectors' motorcycle market worldwide. 

We offer the best sale locations, usually held in conjunction 
with an international motorcycle event and consistently achieve the 
highest percentage sold rates in the industry. 

In summary, no other company can offer you what we can 
and you stand to get the best price for your motorcycle 
with Bonhams. 

ENQUIRIES 

Collectors’ Motorcycles Complimentary 

+44 (0) 20 8963 281 7 Auction Appraisal 

ukmotorcycles@bonhams.com bonhams.com/motorcydes 

Catalogue 

+44 (0) 1666 502 200 
subscnptions@bonhams.com 










1793 




THE PARIS SALE 

Important Collectors’ Motorcycles, 
Motor Cars and Automobilia 

Thursday 4 February 2016 
Paris, France 

ENTRIES NOW INVITED 



Bonhams is proud to offer a selection of 
17 Italian machines from the world 
renowned MC Collection in Sweden. 

The museum was founded in 1999 by 
enthusiast Ghrister R. Christensson who. 
together with motorcycle historian Ove 
Johansson, has assembled a world-class 
collection of motorcycle masterpieces. 



ENQUIRIES 

UK 

+44 (0) 20 8963 2817 
ukmotorGyGles@bonhams .com 

Europe 

+33(0)142 611 Oil 
eu motorcycles@bonhams.com 

CATALOGUE 

+44(0)1666 502 200 
subsciiptions@bonhams.com 




1948 GILERA 499CC SATURNO 
€11,000-16,000 





1954 MV AGUSTA DISCO VOLANTE 
€11,000 -17,000 




1972 DUCATI SCRAMBLER 450 



1980 BIMOTASB2 
€21 ,000 - 25,000 




1949 MONDIAL 125CC SPORT 
€7,000-10,000 




1956 PARILLA 175CC 
€5,600 - 7,000 




1976 BENELLI 750CC SEi 
€14,000-19,000 




1963 DUCATI 900 S2 
€7,000 - 9,700 



Bonhams 



bo n ham s. co m/m otorcycles 



Readers' Letters 

YOUR VOICE & YOUR OPINIONS 



Big praise for Nigel's 'beautiful' Commando 




Nigel Waring’s lean and racy Norton Commando. This 
bike is certainly no trailer queen. 



Your front cover picture 
(December 2015 issue) 
stopped me in my 
tracks and reading the 
corresponding article left 
me speechless. 

I have owned two 
Commandos; a 750cc 
Interstate with the 
Combat motor and an 
850cc Roadster. They 
were both owned 
from new and, as the 
feature says, they were 
impressive enough 
in period. 

The last Commando I 
rode was a Fastback LR 
that I borrowed from a 
mate. This must have 
been around 1990, so 



the Norton was getting 
on for 20 years old then. 
Even accepting that 
my mate's mechanical 
skills weren't the best 
in the world, to ride a 
Commando again after 
20 years was a horrible 
experience. I was left 
wondering why I ever 
bothered to own one, let 
alone two. 

Nigel Waring has 
transformed his 
Commando into a bike 
that is fast, functional 
and gobsmackingly 
beautiful. I shudder to 
think what the total 
spend was. I have no 
doubt that it stops as 



well as it goes and 
probably goes better 
than any 850cc 
Commando has ever 
done. Back in the 1970s 
the 'superbike road tests' 
- which I think were 
published by Bruce 
Main-Smith - declared a 
750cc Commando 'S' 
type capable of 12 
second quarters. Not 
bad at all for a little over 
50bhp. A standard 850 
wouldn't match that, the 
850 was a noticeably 
softer deal, as I 
remember. 

Of course there is 
always a 'but' with me, 
and it is this. To my eye 



the rear hub would look 
much better with the 
cover in place, and it is a 
mystery how the speedo 
works with nothing 
driving the inner cable. 
Perhaps it, like most 



restoration projects, 
is a continuing work 
in progress? 

An awesome build 
by Nigel and thanks for 
another terrific issue. 
Victor Garmin, via email. 



Triumph tales 

In the November 2015 edition of The Classic MotorCycle, 
Roy Hayter of South Africa enquired about the Triumph 
TIOOSC supplied to the South African military. 

A batch of these bikes - some say 200, some say 
500 - was supplied to the South African army in around 
1965. 1 have been trying to get a photograph of one in its 
original paint scheme, so far without success. 

When I was living in fohannesburg, I acquired 
one which had been converted to what we in the UK 
would call 'Green Lane' trim. I then set out to convert 
it to be a replica of Roy Peplow's trials Triumph, and I 
succeeded... as can be seen from the photo (below). 

But I farmed out the rebuild of the bottom end of the 
engine as I was pretty busy at work at that time, and I 
think the guy who did the job left out the timed breather 
on the end of the inlet cam. The result was that when I 
started the motor the oil didn't just leak, it pumped out. 

In disgust I parked the bike in a corner and eventually 
sold it on. A pity I couldn't realise its potential. 

Lindsay Jamieson, Dorset. 




Lindsay Jamieson’s converted TIOOSC, which was 
eventually sold, its potential unrealised. 



Speaking up 
ol the Capac 

I can't let the comment that the 
Capac carburettor was useless 
(Technical feature, November 2015 
issue) go unchallenged, as I've 
found otherwise. 

The Capac wasn't sold, as far as 
I can see, for motorcycles but for 
cyclecars. It was fitted as standard 
on GNs, ABCs, Enfield-Alldays etc. 

I have one on my GN and it is going 
fine after 95 years and 70,000 miles. 

It doesn't need a choke but it does 
need an adjustable throttle stop 
(done by a hand throttle on the GN). 



in defence 
carburettor 

When the throttle is completely 
closed a bypass jet pulls in neat 
petrol, as soon as the throttle is 
opened this ceases and it then uses 
the needle jet. As far as I can see 
it is a design highjacked from the 
carburettor on a Model T Ford, of 
which several million were made. 

I think the death of the Capac was 
probably because the advent of the 
Austin Seven killed off all the early 
1920s cyclecars (except the Morgan), 
so their market disappeared. 

Paul Hirons, Buckingham. 



The wrong- coloured 
vintage Harley-Davidson 



In your December 
2015 issue I found an 
advert with a picture 
of a 1924 Harley- 
Davidson 1200CC 
Model JD priced at 
£18,000. I'll use this 
advert to tell you and 
your readers that nine 
out of 10 restored 



Harleys are striped 
with the wrong decal 
(transfer). From 1916- 
1928 the colour should 
be maroon instead of 
the bright red, which 
came in 1929, and 
is mostly used on 
restored Harleys. 

The main colour 



on the bike is often 
a problem. The 
original colour has 
darkened - the correct 
colour should be what 
today's painters call 
the colour of a baby's 
fecal matter! 

Olle Ridehvs, 
Sweden. 
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WRITE TO: The Classic MotorCycle, PO Box 99, Horncastle, Lincolnshire, LN9 6LZ 
EMAIL: jrobinson@nnortons.co.uk FAX: 01507 529495 




Violet and Vera: could this be the same woman? 



I saw the wonderful picture of Miss Violet Porter with her BSA in the 
Novemher 2015 issue of The Classic MotorCycle and felt sure I'd seen 
this intrepid rider somewhere before. 

In the Mortons Archive there's a picture of the same lady (or a 
close relative), collecting a new BSA Sloper in 1934. The caption 
describes her as Mrs Vera Harding- Foster, but the photograph 
seems to depict the same lady. The new Sloper certainly seems to 




Left, the image from our November 2015 issue and right, the image 



have the same style of number plate as her earlier machine, so this 
second photograph was probably also taken in New Zealand. 

These old photographs are fascinating. I hope she enjoyed her 
new BSA! 

Simon Hadden, Longframlington, Northumberland. 



Ed note; What do you think? Are these two women one and the same? 




the Mortons Archive that Simon Hadden aiiuded to. 



Classic insurance qualms 

For years iVe had unnecessary complications with my classic insurance. I 
prefer to insure my bikes on agreed value because of the uncertainty of what the 
payout might be for a claim under 'market value! This means that every other 
year I have to go to friends who are dealers, restorers or club officials, to get 
them to vet my bikes and to sign a condition and valuation form. 

Tm sure this is a relatable situation for most of the historic bike community. I 
wonder if the insurance companies couldn't get together to provide this service 
themselves as they have databases of value and condition of bikes already 
insured and could also keep in touch with auction and advert prices. In fact 
this would be a nice little earner for them, since if they charged say £20 per bike 
valuation (i.e. £10 per annum) it would, I am sure, comfortably cover their costs. 
At present I have six bikes and, though I don't particularly want to, would prefer 
to pay £60 per year more rather than rely on the good will of my aforementioned 
chums, not to mention the vast quantities of beer, wine and curries that 
this involves! 

An alternative would be for these companies, once the bikes have been valued 
for the first time, to apply an inflation factor. Insurance companies already do 
this with house and contents insurance where valuable items, such as jewellery 
and cameras, are named on those policies - without ever inspecting them, in 
my experience. 

This may sound like quite a radical change, but I think these suggestions 
might be of interest to your readers. 

I feel that the classic bike insurance industry is now too big to be relying on 
the goodwill of 'favours' for such an important function. 

Arnie Bennett, via email. 



Spanish intrigue 

I love classic bikes and the English models are, for 
me, on top of all others. I recently subscribed to your 
magazine and it's a pleasure to read about them 
every month. I don't know if you, from time to time, 
publish any articles about classic Spanish bikes? I 
would love to read something of that nature. 

We have built great bikes such as Bultacos, 
Montesas, Ossas, Derbis and Ducati Mototrans - the 
Ducatis built in Barcelona under licence. In 1959 the 
first model, the Ducati 125 Sport, came out. Other 
models followed this one. 

Attached is a photograph of my 1964 Ducati 125 
TS, in all-original condition. 

Mario Gran, Barcelona, Spain. 




Mario Gran’s lovely little Ducati 125 Sport. 



THE CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE | JANUARY 2016 21 




All about the 



The Brighton Speed Trials, one of the oldest events in the calendar, 
returned on September 5, 2015, with a varied and competitive entry. 



Words and photography: ALAN TURNER 



he motorcycle entry at the 
annual Speed Trials is always 
hy invitation of the organising 
Brighton and Hove Motor Cluh. 
While the Vintage MCC Sprint 
Section could easily fill the allotted programme 
space with modern straight-line rockets, it tries to 
encourage as wide a variety of machinery as possible. 

With a car entry lacking in depth this year, it was 
the two- (and three-) wheel show that ensured the 
huge crowd was pressed hard against the harriers, 
determined not to miss any of the action. 

Unfortunately, the historic Terrace, offering the 
view down on to Madeira Drive, had been declared 
completely unsafe just weeks before the event, 
meaning a rearrangement of the spectator and 
paddock areas. 



1 Mark lllman enjoyed 
his runs on the Derek 
Leigh Rudge but 15- and 
16-second times were 
just too far apart to be in 
contention. 



S Ciifford Shorter 
has aimost finished 
bringing his 500cc Manx 
Norton back to originai 
specification. 



Practice had been hastily marshalled, with the 
bikes not even running in their usual number 
order. The nature of the sport means sprinting is 
always intense, but the severely limited track time 
at Brighton, offering just one practise run, adds 
considerably more to the pressure. Towards the 
end of the session, a slight drizzle made conditions 
even trickier. 

As ever, the Vintage and Classic Class was 
determined by consistency, rather than outright 
speed, with the award going for the narrowest 
difference between the two timed runs during the 
afternoon. The first outing took place just after the 
lunch break, which had also provided a sprinkling of 
rain, although this soon dried in the sea breeze. 

First bike out was Bob Anderson, on his replica 
of Alf Hagon's V-twin JAP. As the strident exhaust 
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faded after a 14.87 second run, it was John Bottomley 
on a purposeful Velocette that, according to the 
owner-huilder, approximately equated to a MAC, 
good enough for 16.09 seconds. British-domiciled 
Frenchman Charles Boulanger had brought a Royal 
Enfield Continental into which a Triumph engine had 
been neatly slotted, but this needed coaxing to start, 
then yet more persuasion to run. 

Frank Clarke was next to hit trouble with his 
historic Brooklands Norton-JAP and he failed to 
make his first run. John Hobbs had made the long 
haul south for another outing on his recreation of 
Olympus, his supercharged 500cc Triumph. The red, 
white and blue blur off the line looked slick and the 
clocks confirmed at 11.74 seconds. He was second 
quickest in class, beaten only by the 1272cc of Roy 
Robertson's Egli-Vincent replica thundering to 1 1.38. 



3 John Bottomley gets 
his Velocette special off 
the line. Built from a mix 
of MOV and MAC parts, it 
was good enough to post 
a 15 second time. 



4 Vincent Cheesman 
gets ready for another 
outing on his flat-track 
Triumph. 

3 Mike Wade and his 
Ariel Red Hunter returned 
for another tilt at 
Brighton. Since last year, 
the bike has grown to a 
full half-litre and ran well. 



The always-immaculate appearance of Roy's bike 
belies its humble beginnings as a collection of (very) 
disparate parts. 

Chris Illman was out for another outing on the 
Bayley-Cole Douglas with Dr Antony Bayley, the 
bike's owner, on hand to watch progress, with times 
in the 14 second zone. Some non-starters meant 
Mark Illman's Rudge entry turned out to be the only 
representative of the manufacturer at Brighton. Mark 
was pleased to exercise the throttle on the indecently 
quick Derek Leigh bike. 

A mention also of Martin Murray's Vespa scooter 
that showed a remarkable turn of speed. Roger 
Pailes had sold his Vincent Comet to Jeremy Pike, 
but was on hand to help the new owner get to 
grips with the bike. It ran with a beautiful polished 
aluminium 'dustbin' fairing, still legal in sprinting. O 
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He was followed by Allan Randall on a 1965 Ducati 
Mk 3. Back for another go were two Ariel singles, 
the 'Badger Special' of Andrew Taylor and the less 
modified Red Hunter of Mike Wade. Last year, the 
latter was work in progress, it remains so, but has 
already grown from 350 to 500cc. Clifford Shorter 
and Barry Stickland were both mounted on suitably 
silenced Manx Nortons, although road-race gear 
ratios resulted in 17-second times. Last of the class 
and spectacular as always was lohn Young on his 
minimalist 1936 Triumph, with 500cc of Speedway 
lAP power posting a 13.10 time. 

Elsewhere, others took their chances by entering 
the open classes with older bikes. A third Manx, a 
Petty version, was contesting the open 500 Class in 
the hands of Malcolm Herwin. A best run of 14.30 
meant he was trounced by Andy Forward, on his 
lower- than-low Triumph Morado dedicated sprint 
bike that he wrung to 13.87 seconds. Not disturbing 
the big guns in the close-fought lOOOcc class, Vincent 
Cheesman's flat-track style Triumph T140 attracted 
many admiring glances in the paddock. 

Maybe out of The Classic MotorCycle's time frame, 
but still worth a mention, was Tony Haywood, who 
brought a Norton rotary to add a nostalgic touch to 
those who remember when the official IPS Norton 
team came to Brighton. Busy Alex Champion was 
helping as paddock marshal as well as riding a Moto 
Guzzi Le Mans, family property for years, he was 
adding to the odometer's 130,000-plus miles. 



6 Chris lllman winds up 
the Bayiey-Coie Dougias, 
a bike with a iong and 
successfui association 
with Brighton. 

7 With just three- 
hundredths difference 
between his two timed 
runs Aiian Randaii 
(Ducati Mk. 3) coiiected 
the Consistency award. 



8 A huge crowd is 
iooking on as Jeremy 
Pike’s Vincent Comet is 
marshaiied into position. 

9 Frenchman Charies 
Bouianger iaunches his 
Triumph-engined Royai 
Enfieid Continentai. 

10 Now semi-retired, 
John Hobbs’ straight-iine 
outings are few and far 
between. He made 
fastest run in his ciass at 
Brighton. 




The weather looked a little more optimistic for the 
second timed runs. These defined the Consistency 
Class, while others strived to improve on their first 
times. A determined 11.29 saw previous winner fohn 
Hobbs establish quickest time in the class, but a 
0.45 second difference put him way out of contention 
for the honours, feremy Pike achieved a seven- 
hundredths gap on the Vincent Comet, Chris lllman 
just five-hundredths, but the finest judge turned out 
to be Allan Randall, with a three -hundredths margin 
on his Ducati. 

As the meeting drew to its finale, with the 'Fastest 
Six' competition, the quickest of the quick men, 
mostly Suzuki-powered, got a final chance, so Craig 
Mallabone's curtain- closing run of the day saw an 
amazing 9.06/172mph flash up on the displays. 

Commiserations to Alex Champion, as the Guzzi 
blew a head gasket on its first timed run and a rescue 
mission could not be completed in time for the 
second outing. Ironically, it's the essence of sprinting 
- it's all about timing. 
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CELEBRATING 






Classic insurance 
redefined. 

Tailor your classic bike insurance policy 
to suit your needs. 

To discover the Footman James difference, call our 
friendly UK team for a quote today. 

0333 207 6018 

or visit footmanjames.co.uk 



Footman 
James 

We share your passion 
follow us ^ Footman James 



« Classic benefits ^ 

T# included*: 


Salvage retention 


-f* Shows and events 


-i“ Helmets & leathers (up to a limit of £750) 


-f* European motoring [up to 35 days per trip) 


-i* Riding other classics 


Cover options*: 


^ Breakdown with options to include 
European cover and Homestart 


-«■ Agreed value 


Ride to work 


-f* Track day cover 


4* Wedding hire cover 


and many more 


Specialist rates for club members 
L 




Classic Car ) Classic Bike | Modern Car | Modern Bike | Kit Car | Collectors | Classic Motor Trade | Household 

*All cover ES subjea to insurers terms and condittons, which is available upon request. **1954 NortonESZ. Value; £4500. Main policy only and does not include any FJ-f- cover 
options. All premiums assume it is not the main vehicle and indudes Insurance Premium Tax. Male rider aged over 2S years old, 2000 annual limited mileage, and full dean 
driving licence with no claims or convictions. Member of associated club. Postcode 0X10, vehicle garaged with no modifications. Includes a £10 arrangement fee. 

Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address; Towergate House, Edipse Park, Slttlngbourne Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone tails may be recorded. ADCB204.11 14 





There was a stronger than anticipated attendance at this 
season’s National Motorcycle Museum open day. 



Words and photography: JAMES ROBINSON 



n 2014, the National Motorcycle 
Museum hosted an open day to 
celebrate its 30th anniversary, when the 
museum's doors were flung open and 
the public were invited in at no charge. 
Such was the event's success that the decision was 
made to replicate the celebratory 'do' and once again 
it proved a resounding success, as visitors flocked 
from far and wide to the Birmingham museum site. 

There were some star guests too, including 
ex- racers Carl Fogarty and James Whitham, while 
current TT campaigner Maria Costello came along 
as well. The talk show - with seating for 700 - was 
packed out, with many standing round the edges too. 
The whole site was abuzz with activity, many taking 
the opportunity of largely unexpected sunshine 
on this, the last day of October 2015, to ride in on 
two wheels. 




Peter Greatolder tries the editor’s Ducati Scrambier 
for size, whiie Peter’s son James stands behind. The 
pair had come over from Stafford for their first visit 
to the museum, primariiy on a search for parts and 
information on the 1938 125cc Exceisior with Viiiiers 
8D engine Peter is restoring. 

“It’s so much harder trying to restore something 
like the Excelsior than the various other, more usual 
classics I’ve done,” explained Peter. Anyone with 
any parts that they feel may help, especially gearbox 
items, please contact the editorial office! 




From left, Miranda 
Hall, Rohan Cates 
and Simon Jones 
had come over from 
Nottingham for what 
was their second visit 
to the museum. Said 
Simon: “I have quite 
a few bikes, but only 
one that could be 
considered a classic, 
an ex-Second World 
War BSA M20. I’m 
really just getting into 
it at the moment.” 
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NMM I Open day 




The Williams family - 
Berwyn, Alun, Elen and 
Nia - had travelled from 
Bethesda, North Wales, 
for their first time at 
the museum. Currently, 
Berwyn’s main interest 
is in Japanese machines. 
“The oldest thing I have 
at the moment is a C90 
Honda,” he said, “but 
I’m loving seeing all this 
old machinery being 
kept and cared for.” 




Museum director 
James Hewing was 
looking pleased with 
how things were 
going. “After the 30th 
anniversary success 
last year, we’re really 
delighted to see such 
a big crowd here 
today. We hope and 
intend to build on 
it for next year, and 
every year thereafter,” 
he explained. 




The Lansdowne Classic series boasts the National Motorcycle Museum among 
its supporters (alongside The Classic MotorCycle). This year, the Lansdowne 
'crew’ had a weekend off from the hurly burly of the race paddock and had their 
marquee at the show. Fred Walmsiey, Stuart Tongue, Richard Adams and Mike 
Farrell were on duty, joined by - on the right - Zach Burns, who is the boyfriend 
of Mike’s daughter. Zach bought a 1929 Rudge Ulster at Stafford in April this 
year, which Mike (well known in Rudge circles, of course) is helping him prepare 
to get back on the road. 




“I’ve not been here before and have really enjoyed a good look round,” said Peter 
Watson, as he had a snack and readied himself for the ride home on his Triumph 
Tiger Trail. “There are just so many bikes here, it’s amazing,” he enthused. 
“There’s lots of things I’d never heard of and I’m fascinated by the early bikes. It’s 
also great to come away having learned something. For example, I didn’t realise 
that Royal Enfield had made V-twins.” 




Another first-time museum visitor was Dave 
Cresswell, who’d ridden from Mansfield, 
Notts, on his FJR1300 Yamaha. 

“Anything bikes is my thing. I’m fascinated 
by all the really old stuff,” he commented, 
before going on to explain that apart from 
brief ownership of a BSA Bantam, he’s never 
really been involved in the 'old bike scene’. 
He added: “It’s great that there’s still so 
much old stuff out there though. I do a lot 
of charity rideouts and see more old bikes 
than ever.” 

Looking around the museum, Dave said: “As 
I’m originally from Nottingham, I’ve really 
enjoyed looking at the Brough Superiors.’ 
One of the charity events Dave had recently 
attended was the Ride to the Wall Memorial 
(http://www.ridetothewall.org.uk), which 
attracted 20,000 participants. 




Rob Theaker, Lynne Yeubrey and Paul Bateman 
have all been to the museum several times before, 
but had enjoyed the early morning ride over from 
Wolverhampton, on their Kawasaki VX1600, 
Hinckley Bonneville and Yamaha FJR1300. 

Lynne, in particular, would love to have an old bike 
but reckons she doesn’t possess the necessary 
skills to keep one in fine fettle, while Rob added: “I 
used to have old bikes, but not now.” 

Still, they all love coming to the museum and having 
a look round. There was a particular cherry on the 
top for Lynne, who managed to speak to guest Carl 
Fogarty. 

She reckoned; “I’m really happy to have spoken to 
Foggy. I asked him about the jungle.” (ITV’s I’m 
a Celebrity TV show, which he won last season. 
Apparently, so Lynne told me, he’s going back to 
present some prizes...) 
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Season^s _ 

round up 

The second half of the Lansdowne campaign brought more 
close racing, with four champions duly crowned. 

Words: RICHARD ADAMS Photography: SPORTS-PICS AND RICHARD ADAMS 



t the end of May, the Lansdowne 
Series was invited hy Bemsee 
to Oulton Park, which is a great 
circuit for classic motorcycles and 
a firm favourite with most riders. 

Mike Edwards on the Ripley Land G50 won hoth 
races, which increased his lead the in the Bonhams 
British Championship Class. He was chased home in 
hoth races hy Alex Sinclair and Clen English. 

In the National Motorcycle Museum sponsored 
WRR class, Peter Crew managed two class wins and 
each time was followed home hy TT star Charlie 
Williams, hoth on Manx Nortons. In the Avon Tyres 
sponsored 350cc class Andy Molnar on his Manx 
got maximum points, as did Tony Perkin (Rudge) in 
The Classic MotorCyde-sponsored TCM class. 

The next meeting was with the North Gloucester 
Cluh for two days at Castle Comhe, for the only 
motorcycle race at the circuit in 2015. There is always 
an enormous crowd at this meeting. 

We had a guest rider among us at this one hy the 
name of lames Haydon riding a G50 which he was to 
ride at the Goodwood Revival meeting in September. 
Eormer British Superhike and 500cc GP rider fames 
only did the Saturday race and managed to get fourth 
place, mixing it with the front runners. Mike Edwards 



1 The start of one of 
the races at Donington. 
Among the leader are 
Mike Edwards (G50, 
121), Duncan Fitchett 
(Manx, 7) and Glen 
English (Manx, 25). 



took all three wins in the Bonhams class, Peter Crew 
(Manx) all three in the WRR class and Richard Molnar 
(Manx) all the Avon 350cc wins, leaving Tony Perkin to 
sweep up the TCM class wins. 

Next it was off to Cadwell for the MSV- organised 
International Classic meeting with three races over 
two days. Saturday was fine hut Sunday was very wet. 
Mike Edwards dominated the Bonhams class, as did 
Peter Crew in the WRR class, Ian Lucas (Manx) in the 
Avon 350cc class took the wins there and Tony Perkin 
again in the TCM class. 



3 Mike Edwards, head 
down and charging hard 
on the Matchless G50 at 
Snetterton. 
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Lansdowne | 2015 





In August, everyone was invited by the CRMC to 
the excellent Bonington Classic Festival for three 
days. This is a meeting where everyone can take off 
their silencers and make as much noise as possible! A 
whole grid of more than 30 noisy, mostly 500cc singles. 
It makes you realise how noisy racing in the 1960s was 
- wonderful! 

Here there were four races and in the third one, 

Mike Edwards was beaten to the line by an ecstatic 
Alex Sinclair by 0.073sec. Edwards won the others. 

Ian Bain (Manx) managed to spoil Peter Crew's clean 
sweep as well in the WRR class and feff Bing (Manx) 
dominated the Avon 350cc class and Tony Perkin's old 
Rudge kept on clocking up the TCM points. 

At the end of August, the series was invited to put 
on a support race at the Silverstone MotoGP meeting. 
This was to be a non championship round as it clashed 
with the Classic TT where several Lansdowne regulars 
always ride. We were given the new El Wing as our 
home for the weekend, which was fantastic, as we had 
garages so big that you could park your vans inside! 



3 Tony Perkin on 
his extremeiy rapid, 
methanoi-burning Rudge. 
Here at Snetterton. 

4 Winner of the WRR 
ciass, Peter Crew on the 
500cc Manx. Richard 
Hann (Manx) fi 

3 Cadweii action. Aiex 
Sinciair ieads the way, 
from Keith Ciark and 
Chris Firmin, aii Manx. 

6 The champion of the 
Avon 350cc ciass, Ian 
Lucas, Manx. 

7 Cadweii Park podium. 
From ieft, Aiex Sinciair, 
Mike Edwards and Mike 
Russeii. 




Eor this event all bikes had to have an oil containment 
tray under the engine/gearbox so as not to drop even 
the slightest drip on the hallowed Tarmac. 

The race was on Saturday evening and was a close 
thing between the first three, all on Manx Nortons, 
Duncan Fitchett, Mike Russell and Chris Firmin. They 
all took a turn in leading the race, and it ended up 
being the closest race finish of the weekend with 
Fitchett taking it from Russell by 0.061 sec at the flag. 

The next day Sunday was wet and everyone could 
watch Mr Rossi give a lesson in wet weather riding, 
and a British win in the Moto3 by Danny Kent. Q 



FINAL 2015 CHAMPIONSHIP POSITIONS 



BONHAMS LANSDOWNE BRITISH 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

1st, Mike Edwards, 330. 2nd, Chris Firmin, 212. 

3rd, Mike Russell, 210. 

MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM WRR 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

1st, Peter Crew, 351. 2nd, Seb Perez, 211. 3rd=, Gordon 
Russell, 113. 3rd=, Mike Farrall, 113. 



AVON LANSDOWNE 350CC CHAMPIONSHIP 
1st, Ian Lucas, 201. 2nd, leff Bing, 121. 

3rd, Mick Baldwin, 59 

THE CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

1st, Tony Perkin, 248. 2nd, Mike Farrall, 105 

WINNER OF THE KARL HEINZ LANSDOWNE 
CUP WAS PETER CREW 
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O There was no meeting in September, so it was on to 
October and an invitation to join the CRMC for their 
Race of the Year meeting on the Snetterton 300 circuit 
for three days of glorious sunshine and close racing. 
No better way to end the season. 

There were two races on Saturday and one extra 
long race on Sunday, with double championship 
points for the last race. At the front in the Bonhams 
class there several riders looking to go out in glory so 
it was close, as the wily old Mike Edwards took two 
wins but Mike Russell got the better of him in race 
three by 0.275sec, with Chris Firmin (Manx) not far 
behind. In the WRR class Peter Crew won all three 
but Seb Perez on his G50 has been getting ever closer 
to him during the season. In the Avon 350cc class Jeff 



Bing managed a clean sweep as did Tony Perkin and 
the Rudge in the TCM class. 

At the end of all that, Mike Edwards retained his 
British Championship in the Bonhams class, as has 
Peter Crew in the National Motorcycle Museum 
WRR class, Ian Lucas came out top of the Avon 350s 
and the ever reliable Rudge took Tony Perkin to The 
Classic MotorCycle class win. 

So another great season has ended and all riders 
would like to thank the clubs and organisers who 
invited us to their meetings and our four generous 
sponsors all of whom have helped make 2015 a 
successful and enjoyable year. Let us hope we 
can all do it together again in 2016 
- dates will be forthcoming shortly. 



8 In the holding area at 
Cadwell Park. 



THE CLASSES AND AWARDS... 



KARLHEINZ 
LANSDOWNE CUP 
In memory of former competitor 
Karl-Heinz Kalbfell, who lost his 
life in an accident at Brands Hatch 
in 2013. This trophy is awarded to 
the highest point scorer of the four 
main Bonhams, WRR, Avon and 
TCM championships. 

BONHAMS LANSDOWNE 
BRITISH HISTORIC 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
For pre 1963 500cc Grand Prix 
racing motorcycles, either 
original or replica, but in a very 
period original specification. Thus 
original sized wheels, exhaust 
systems, carburettors and so on 



are required plus the appearance 
of the bike must be very much 
in keeping with bikes the period. 
Riders use 'control' Avon tyres. 

The winner of this 
championship will be a British 
Champion. 

This championship is 
sponsored by Bonhams 
auctioneers 

WRR LANSDOWNE 500CC 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
For pre 1963 351cc to 500cc 
racing motorcycles either original 
or replica in original condition 
but with allowed period type 
modifications. So for example 
such bikes with different sized 



wheels, exhausts, carburettors 
and so on as long as such 
modifications were used in 
period. 

Tyre choice is free. Such 
modifications will be subject to a 
handicap system similar to that 
used in the number of years. This 
is essentially how Lansdowne 
has always run 

This championship is 
supported by The National 
Motorcycle Museum 
2015 AVON TYRES 350CC 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
As for the Lansdowne 500cc 
Championship but for up to 
350cc this is essentially how 
Lansdowne has always run. This 



championship is supported by 
Avon Tyres. 

rCM LANSDOWNE CLUB 
CLASS CHAMPIONSHIP 
This is a fairly new class for the 
Lansdowne Series and shares 
regulations with the very 
successful 1950s specification 
races at the Goodwood Revival. 

This class is for very original 
pre 1954 Group 1 type bikes and 
pre 55 Group 2 bikes. 

The Lansdowne Series was 
inspired by the Revival from 
the start so this is continuing a 
tradition. This championship 
is supported by The Classic 
MotorCycle. 
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Waxed cotton 



The Carole Nash 



BIKE GUIDE 



WINTER 



i CLASSIC 



/Os 



[f]m 

BRITISH 

SUPERBIKE RIDER 
Peter 
Hickman 



JANUARY 9-10, 2016 

NEWARK SHOWGROUND, 
WINTHORPE, NEWARK, 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE NG24 2NY 
GATES OPEN 9AM-5PM 



i HUNDREDS OF BIKES ON DISPLAY 
I CLUB STANDS 
I PRIVATE ENTRIES 
I TRADE & AUTOJUMBLE 

ADVANCE TICKETS 
ON SALE NOW! 

Adults - £8 I UNDER 1 2s - FREE 



TICKET HOTUNE: 01 507 529529 
VISIT: www.classicbikeshows.com 

Focabook.com/classicbikeshows S# @clossicbikeshow #NeworkCBS 

C1-ASS1C ^ 



CAROL£ NASH 



( ^ossjcbiKeshows.oorij ) 






Pints £4.80 Buckles From £11,99 



fSji © 




WeeBWEXR www.speedwear.co.uk 



@ 0151 652 4241 



Speedwear Ltd, 12 Gresford Ave, Prenton, Wirral, CH43 OSX 
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Tartarini | Tribute 

W 



Few men in motorcycling led as full a life as the genial, pipe-smoking 
Italian designer Leopoldo Tartarini, who passed away on September 11 
at his home in the hills outside Bologna, at the age of 83. 



Words: ALAN CATHCART Photography: ALAN CATHCART ARCHIVE 



eopoldo Tartarini was the founder 
of Italj et, the small hut highly 
a innovative Italian manufacturer 
he established in 1960. During 
its 44 years of existence; Italjet 
developed more than 150 different imaginatively 
designed motorcycle and scooter models, most of 
them personally created hy Tartarini, in between 
running the company. 

In addition he undertook consultancy work 
for more than a decade with Ducati, for whom in 
addition to the Mk. 3 singles, 750cc Sport and 900cc 
Darmah V- twins, and the 350/500cc parallel-twin 
range, Tartarini produced the most iconic desmo 
V-twin motorcycle to emerge from the factory located 
the other side of Bologna from the Italjet plant in the 
suburb of San Lazzaro di Savena. Namely the green- 
frame 750SS race replica street version of Paul Smart's 
1972 Imola 200-winning factory racer. This became the 
most notable of many desmo V-twin models whose 
attention-grabbing looks he was entirely responsible 
for creating. 

However, when Tartarini's motorcycle career 
began at the age of 20 in 1952, it was on three wheels, 
not two. For that year he won the sidecar class in 
the gruelling 18 -hour single-stage Milano -Taranto 
open-roads marathon, beating the favoured Moto 
Guzzi and Gilera-powered competition with a twin- 
cylinder BSA 650cc Golden Flash-engined outfit that 
he'd designed and built himself. He went on to enjoy 




Above: Winning the 
Miiano-Taranto sidecar 
ciass 1951 on his BSA 
Goiden Fiash outfit. 

Opposite: Tartarini 
with one of his originai 
Triumph-powered Grifons. 

Beiow: Leopoido 
Tartarini and Giorgio 
Monetti at start of the 
round-the-worid trip. 



further racing success on two wheels, winning the 
1953 Miiano-Taranto and the 1000km Motogiro, as 
well as many victories in local hillclimbs and circuit 
races. After a test at Monza, Count Domenico Agusta 
offered him a place in his MV Agusta factory race 
team for the 1954 GP season - an honour Tartarini 
was obliged to refuse, after his mother asked him 
to stay home and manage the family motorcycle 
dealership - in between winning the Miiano-Taranto 
and the Motogiro, each for a second time. 

Instead, Tartarini signed to race for the Ducati 
factory located in his home town of Bologna as a 
works rider and development engineer, working 
alongside another new arrival, the legendary chief Q 




O designer, Fabio Taglioni. But a severe injury, which 
at one time had threatened to leave him paralysed, 
brought Tartarini's racing career to a premature halt - 
but he then embarked upon a year-long adventure as 
a publicity stunt for the Italian firm, in the company 
of Ducati's export sales manager, Giorgio Monetti. 
Together, the pair completed a 13-month long 
60,000km round-the-world trip aboard two 175cc 
Ducati singles, visiting 42 countries in five continents 
after leaving Bologna in September 1957 to ride to 
India, then Australia, New Zealand, South America, 
North Africa, and through Europe back to Italy again. 

Back home in Bologna the exuberant Tartarini was 
ready for a new challenge, which entailed more than 
merely selling motorcycles others had built, but also 
constructing his own. So, in February 1960 he founded 
a company eventually renamed Italjet, initially building 
MZ and Minarelli-powered cafe racers. Tartarini was 
then commissioned by BSA-Triumph management 
to develop a prototype lightweight model carrying 
the Ariel badge and powered by a 160cc two-stroke 
Minarelli engine, which was intended to replace the 
elderly BSA Bantam best-seller. The project never 
reached production, but it did introduce Tartarini to 
the British firm, leading to the creation of the 650cc 
Bonneville-powered Italjet Grifon, an Italian-built 
production version of the Triton cafe racer then already 
popular as a home-made special in Britain. Around 
300 such bikes were sold in Italy, with a similar number 
shipped to the USA and Australasia, where although 
more expensive than the stock 650cc Bonneville, they 
found a ready market as high-performance British 
bikes with Latin looks - a winning combination. 

Italjet's successful early 1960s range of innovative 
minibikes included more humble models with 
swinging sixties names such as the Franco Morini- 
engined 48cc Kit Kat and its small-wheeled counterpart, 
the Go-Go. Together with the Grifon's combination 
of crisp Italian styling, chassis design flair and British 
engine performance, these brought Italjet to the 
attention of American entrepreneur Floyd Clymer, 
who initially commissioned Tartarini to manufacture 
100 Minarelli- engined 50cc minibikes for him to give 
as gifts to the US dealers he'd signed up to distribute 
the Indian range of bikes he was developing in 
conjunction with Friedl Miinch in Germany, for which 
Clymer owned the trademark. In keeping with the 



Indian theme, these were named the Papoose. By 
inventing a new breed of baby Euro-bike, they were 
so successful that Italjet ended up building more than 
15,000 for the US market, as a result of which Clymer 
also commissioned Tartarini to build full-size Indian 
motorcycles. These were based on the Italjet Grifon 
design, but fitted firstly with Royal Enfield Interceptor 
750cc parallel-twin engines (of which just 50 were 
made), then with the Velocette Venom and Thruxton 
500cc ohv single motors, of which 150 were built and 
sold mainly to the USA, before Clymer's death in 1970 
brought an end to the Indian Velo project. 

Leopoldo Tartarini's talents for building good-looking, 
fine-handling motorcycles of all capacities were by 
now well established, with his restless imagination and 
capacity for innovation extended to other fields. The 
Pack- A- Way was a 50cc moped that could be folded 
up into a package complete with carrying handle, the 
prototype of which found its way to New York's Museum 
of Modern Art. It became a must-have accessory for 
sailors, campers and owners of large cars with big boots 
(trunks...). In 1980, Italjet moved into the trials world, 
with purposeful 250/350cc models powered for the first 
time by the firm's own engines, specially developed 
for their light weight and compact build, with which 
American former world champion, Bernie Schreiber 
duly finished runner-up in the 1981 World Trials 
Championship. 

The coming of the late 20th century scooter boom 
was foreseen by Tartarini, and from 1980 onwards 
Italjet successfully rode the wave of demand for 
personal transportation by carving out a unique 
reputation for innovative and quirky models, such as 
the retro-look Torpedo and Velocifero, or the avant 
garde hub-centre Dragster, which debuted in 1995, 
and the 125cc Formula introduced in 1994, which 
for many years was the only twin- cylinder small- 
capacity scooter in the marketplace. With its 180 
workers producing up to 90,000 powered two -wheelers 
annually in the firm's modern 10,000m^ factory on the 
Adriatic coast near Pescara, Italjet successfully surfed 
the success of the European scooter boom through the 
1990s - a position that fuelled a revival of its sporting 



Above: Italjet factory 
1962. Note the MZ logos 
on the uniforms. 

Below: Tartarini with 
Grifon 650 and minibike, 
1967. 
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traditions with the dehut of its own 125GP racer in 
2000 ridden hy current World Superbike star, Leon 
Haslam, making his Grand Prix debut at the age of 
16; and Czech rider Jaroslav Hules. But the company's 
sudden financial troubles forced Italjet to pull out of 
racing in 2003. 

Those same money troubles forced Italjet to cancel 
its acclaimed Triumph- engined three-cylinder Grifon 
motorcycle project, which had been launched at the 
1999 Milan Show. This would have been Italjet's first 
large-capacity motorcycle in 35 years, as a modern 
revival of the 650 Grifon, but powered by the Bloor- 
era 900cc Triumph three- cylinder engine. The Grifon 
900 would have been the first-ever motorcycle to be 
built outside Hinckley powered by Triumph engines 
supplied under an official agreement with lohn Bloor 
himself, but the collapse of the lira in the months 
before Italy joined the Euro meant the project was 
cancelled. The unfavourable exchange rates meant 
the engines simply cost too much to buy for the bike 
to be sold at a competitive price. 




‘^Tartarini had a talent for building 
fine-looking motorcycles, ” 



Above: Tartarini, on right, 
supervising production 
of a Mini Bambino 50 in 
1970. 

Beiow ieft: In the 
Motogiro, of 1956, 
aboard a Ducati. 



Tartarini's final Italjet brainwaves debuted at the 
2001 Milan Show, including the three-wheeler Scooop 
(yes, with three Os), which delivered stability in turns 
thanks to the twin front wheels steered by a handlebar, 
yet allowed the rider to lean into curves on the pivoting 
vehicle. After Italjet's demise, the Scooop project was 
acquired by Piaggio, and duly became the acclaimed 
MP3 on sale today. 

The sudden collapse of the European 50cc scooter 
market had led to Italjet entering administration in 
2003, with its Pescara factory and the firm's Bologna 
HQ both closed, and the majority of its product line 
sold by the receiver to Kinetic in India, where various 
Italjet models continue to resurface. It was a sad end 
to the history of one of Italy's most innovative and 
individual marques. 

But, unable to stem the flow of innovative new 
designs flowing from his creative mind, Leopoldo 
Tartarini founded the Tartajet design consultancy 
focusing on the development of advanced concepts 
for his clients around the world, including major 
manufacturers in Europe and Asia. These and Italjet's 
range of quirky, innovative models produced over its 44 
years of existence stamped this passionate enthusiast 
for all forms of motorcycling as a top designer and 
a creative free spirit, able to think outside the two- 
wheeled envelope with consistent success. Leopoldo 
Tartarini was a true gentleman - in the English style, 
and not only for his love of Jaguars and Triumphs! With 
a modest and convivial personality, yet he possessed 
a depth of vision and a thirst for innovation resulting 
in a succession of products unlike anything else in the 
marketplace. The inventor of serial new concepts in the 
transportation sector, Leopoldo Tartarini succeeded 
in making scooters fun, as well as technically enticing, 
and stylistically chic. He will be very much missed, 
and our sympathies go to his wife Giorgia and sons O 
Massimo and Riccardo. 
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Indian I Vebcette 




Italian design, British engine, American name and 
marketing come together in a marvellous motorcycle. 

Words: JAMES ROBINSON Photography: GARY CHAPMAN 



or such a rare machine (sources 
vary on the numbers, with only 
something like 100 huilt according 
to some, up to 150 say others) 

Tm in the rare position of having 
ridden two examples of the Tartarini-designed, Floyd 
Clymer- financed Indian Velocette. Both were low 
mileage too, and they - as one would expect - felt 
similar indeed. 

And what does that feel like? Well, the simplest 
analogy I can think of (and the one that came to mind 
the first time I rode Neil Redley's Indian some years 
ago) was that it felt just like an XT500 Yamaha, though 
the Indian predated the famous Yamaha hy a good few 
years. I wonder if the lapanese had a look at Tartarini's 
design before building its own 'big single.' Tm sure iVe 
read somewhere in the past that Tartarini had a hand, 
somewhere, in the Yamaha, but I can't find where I'd 
come across that information, or whether I've simply 
dreamed it up. But the riding sensation is uncannily 
similar. On the Indian, the rider feels to be sitting 
high, with the wide bars further accentuating that 
sensation - one sits on, rather than in, the motorcycle. 
Seat height, at 32in, is a good inch and half higher than 
a standard Venom, while the other thing about the 
Indian, especially compared to a standard Velocette 
sporting the RS (Rear Springing) frame, is that it is 
longer - the Indian is 55in, compared to the standard 
53%in. I was actually surprised by that statistic and I'd 
have wagered that a standard Venom was the longer, 
from optical and riding impressions. 



To ride, the Indian feels a generation newer than 
a standard Venom, despite the fact that production 
overlaps. It is taut and precise, and hugely confidence 
inspiring. I've ridden this one for a couple of 60-odd 
mile journeys, and it's comfortable too; in short, 
it's an absolutely lovely machine to ride. If it was 
practical to close one's eyes when riding it, and 
guess what it is, then the reaction would be 'early 70s 
lapanese, maybe Italian, trail influenced' (i.e. XT500) 
whereas the same question posed aboard a Venom, 
particularly if it's a big tank Venom Clubman (or 
Thruxton) makes the answer 'Mk.VIII KTT' And that 
was introduced in 1939. 

The story of the Indian is one of recognition, 
opportunism and, ultimately, tragedy. In the first 
instance recognition - Floyd Clymer (best known 
as a publisher of motorcycle publications, but a 
former Indian and Harley racer in his own right) 
wanted something on which to paste the Indian 
name he'd acquired in 1967, and so he looked at 
the Tartarini-designed machine as a short cut way 
into production. Clymer recognised that the Italjet 
machine was a quality- made product and then 
displayed opportunism too; Velocette, of Hall Green, 
Birmingham, was in financial strife and so it was 
happy to supply engines to go into the Italian-made 
chassis. Add some quality components - Marzocchi 
forks, Grimeca hubs, Ceriani shock absorbers, alloy 
wheel rims from Borrani - paint 'Indian' on the 
petrol tank and hey presto, there's a ready-made 
production machine... Q 




Far left: The gorgeous 
front brake comes from 
Grimeca. It works as well 
as it looks. 

Left: Don’t forget to turn 
this to 'on’ otherwise 
you’ll be going nowhere... 
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O We say ready made, but an inspection of the Indian 
does reveal a few 'short cuts' along the way. For 
example, the standard Velocette oil tank was used, 
only hidden behind side covers. And to fit in the oil 
tank it has - quite literally - been given a few 
well-placed 'whacks' so that it'll go in... And it is 
situated so that the filler is directly under the top rail 
of the frame too. Handy. 

Other compromises abound. Fixtures and fittings 
are a mixture of Whitworth and metric, though there 
isn't a toolbox to carry any spanners in anyway. The 
petrol tank has a capacity of less than two gallons too. 

Apparently, the first batch of Indian Velos were 
supplied in 'dusky pink' and the engine number on 
this machine confirmed it was one of that batch. 

Mike, at Grove Classics, was able to check the 
factory records and discovered that this engine was 
one of 23 Venoms that were invoiced on December 
30, 1968, with the numbers running consecutively 
through VM6578C (C for coil) to 6600. Whether this 
is the exact colour this particular example is finished 
in we're unable to ascertain - but apparently the 
'dusky pink' wasn't popular in America and so it 
was replaced by the more familiar gold and cream 
scheme most Indian Velos seem to have. Machines in 
publicity material seem to have featured quite a lot of 
blue, too, though the fact this model was in the first 
batch does tend to suggest its colour is correct. I think 
the 'dusky pink' (if this is what this one is!) is a really 
attractive colour. 

The short, stubby exhaust on the Indian Velo gives 
quite some bark. I remember this from the previous 
example I'd ridden too - that one was, if anything, 
even louder. Starting is the usual Velocette drill, but 



it actually starts very easily - one of the bonuses of 
having a coil ignition, which, of course, delivers a big, 
fat, healthy spark when it comes in most useful. When 
starting, and this Indian starts easily, so long as one 
remembers to turn on the ignition, the position is 
somewhat fiddly, down by the left side-panel. 

The owner of this Indian is Velocette enthusiast Rob 
Drury - it shares garage space with a Mk II Venom 
Clubman, a KSS and a pair of KTTs. Rob bought the 
Indian 18 months ago, when its aesthetic condition 
was not dissimilar to how it appears now. He has 
made various modifications, including reversing the 
camplate so the Velocette has 'up for up' gearchange 
pattern, which pre-war Velos have (and postwar 
Triumphs too, of course) and which he has on all of 
his other Velocettes. 

Rob also made new oil pipes as the old ones had 
gone hard and rigid - they appeared to be the original 
ones. He fitted a VOC paper oil filter, as well as adding 
a IG regulator, to go with a new dynamo. Then there 
were fresh tyres too - though the old ones, which 
were Avon Supremes, looked okay (and weren't 
actually too bad - the first time I rode the bike it was 
shod with them) - it was deemed prudent to have 
a new set, Steve Lomas at Five-One Wheels (01507 
343313) sourced a set of 18in Pirelli City Demons, 
which have the right chunky look; the Supremes 
seem to be no longer available. 

Another fiddly job that ended up taking far longer 
than anticipated was the fuel cap, which didn't shut 
properly and leaked. Rob took it apart - "I don't 
think it was designed to come apart..." he reckons 
in hindsight - while putting it back together was a 
two-day job too, with a Velocette kickstart spring 
eventually used in its (re)construction. 

Rob also had the primary drive down too, just 
for strip and reassembly. As he said: "I just wasn't 
quite happy with it." Despite that, he found nothing 
wrong and careful reassembly has resulted in a 
really nice, light clutch and smooth-acting drive 
train. Next on the list will be a rewire by Ferret from 
Ferret's Electrickery (07765 832420) - again, it isn't 
desperately needed, but it will just improve and 
neaten up the Velo and take out another potential 
problem before it arises. 

So what conclusions can we draw about the 
Velocette and its creator? Well, it is a rider's 
motorcycle and a true joy to pilot. In many ways, it 
could be called the ultimate road-going Velocette, a 
modern machine that gave the old engine yet another 
lease of life. And I think its influence is perhaps still to 
be seen; have a look at Suzuki's home market Tempter. 
The style of Tartarini surely? 




Above: Rob Drury and 
Bella the Lakeland Terrier. 




Left: The oil cap takes 
some dexterity to undo, 
while filling the tank is 
a fiddly job as well. 

Right: The Velcoette 
oil tank has been 
'persuaded’ to fit the 
Italian side panels. 
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A Penguin in a 
Sparrow's Nest 




Motorcycles^ love^ racing, 
passion, cheating death - 
and an overwhelming 
belief in flying penguins,. 

If you love motorcycles, 
and believe that anyone 
can achieve anything 
if they try hard enough, 
this is the one book you 
should read this year 

** A Penguin in a Sparrow's 
Nest'* is thejuscinating story 
of Frank's early life. 

It Is warm, funny and 
informative - and told by a 
master story teller 
I could not put it down/' 

Jim Redman MBI - Six Times World Champion 



A Penguin in a 
Sparrow's Nest 






"I've known Frank for z>ery long time and learnt long ago never to be 
surprised by mkat he took on, but he caught me on the back foot with this 
book. It's brilliant I" 



Mak Wheeler - Editor, Classic Racer 
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The BMW Kompressor was a remarkably modern 
and successful racer in the late 1930s. 
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or its entire 90 -year existence 
as a manufacturer, BMW has 
endeavoured to underline the 
overall excellence of its products hy 
racing them against the best that the 
rest of the world can offer, and the German company's 
Isle of Man TT- winning European champion Typ 255 
Kompressor twin-cylinder 500cc road racer was the first 
to do so successfully in international competition. 

The Kompressor was the hrainchild of youthful 
Swiss-horn BMW designer Rudolf Schleicher, who 
was given the task of designing a supercharged 
500cc road racer. Schleicher's new Typ 255 
Kompressor design was developed during 1934, 
and made its competition dehut on May 26, 1935, 
at Berlin's Avusring races held on a high-speed 
autohahn-hased hanked track. BMW's Karl Gall 
finished second, teammate Ludwig Kraus fifth. 

Although BMW had been experimenting with 
supercharging for several years, the dohc 500cc 
Kompressor was its first purpose-built GP racer. 

Schleicher's design was clean-looking and light, with 
all major engine components including the crankcase 
and cylinder heads in light but expensive Elektron 
magnesium alloy, delivering an amazingly low dry 
weight of just 137kg (3021bs) - against 153kg (337lbs) 
for the much less powerful unsupercharged Norton 
single, initially its main rival. Measuring 66x72 mm for 
a capacity of 494cc (there was also an 
overbored 72.2x72 mm 590cc variant for 
the 750 class), the engine's one-piece 
magnesium crankcase weighed just 
5.6kg, less than a stone. The built-up all- 
roller bearing 180° crankshaft ran on just 
two 35mm (1.38in) main bearings (so, 
no central support), each pressed into 
separate cast-iron front and steel rear 
housings spigoted and bolted into the 
crankcase. The long one-piece elliptical 
conrods, 140mm (5V2in) in length, 
carried four-ring flat- topped Mahle 
pistons, each with three compression 



1 . From left, Jock West, 
Georg Meier and Karl 
Gall at the 1938 TT. 

Meier reacquaints 
himself with a 
Kompressor in 1989. 

He died 10 years later, 
aged 88. 

3* The streamlined 
90bhp, SOOcc 
Kompressor BMW, 

Ernst Henne up, which 
on November 28, 1937, 
set a new motorcycle 
land speed record of 
173.683mph. 



and one scraper ring. These ran in seven-stud cylinders 
turned from steel billet, each weighing 3.4kg (7V2lbs) 
and lightly finned, which were seated on aluminium 
plates. Compression ratio was a lowly 7:1, with the 
single 27mm Eischer-Amal carburettor offset to the 
right, feeding a multi-cell vane-type Zoller volumetric 
supercharger mounted in the nose of the crankcase. 

The engine initially delivered 55bhp at 7000rpm, 
later increased to 68bhp by the end of the decade, 
running on 50/50 petrol/benzole mix with 2% castor 
oil added to lubricate the blower, and was fitted in a 
chassis that featured hydraulically damped telescopic 
forks. The arc-welded twin-loop tubular steel cradle 
frame employing a mixture of round and oval tubing 
was originally devoid of rear suspension, but for 1937 
Schleicher - since 1932 BMWMotorrad's chief engineer 
- introduced a sprung rear end featuring vertically 
mounted plunger dampers. This was developed 
by the man who would later succeed him, Alex 
von Ealkenhausen. 

One year after its Avus debut, the BMW Kompressor 
returned to the race track on May 
3, 1936 in the Swiss GP at Berne, with 
works rider Otto Ley finishing second. 
Two weeks later Ley scored the BMW's 
maiden road race victory on home 
ground at the Solitudering near Stuttgart 
in front of 200,000 spectators. 

But 1937 was the year it all came good 
for the BMW Kompressor, with handling 
much improved by the adoption of 
von Ealkenhausen's 'spring heel! After 
a one-two victory for Ley and Gall at 
the Avusring on May 30, the BMW 
Kompressor made its Senior TT debut 
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in the Isle of Man in the hands of Jock West, the sales 
manager for BMW's UK importer H J Aldington. West 
finished sixth. Karl Gall won the Dutch TT at Assen on 
June 26 and on August 8 won BMW's home race, the 
German GP at the Sachsenring. Ley won the following 
Swedish GP on August 15 ahead of Gall, while West 
took victory for BMW in the Ulster GP on August 
31, where the Kompressor's 140mph top speed was 
decisive. On November 28 on the Frankfurt- Munich 
autohahn Ernst Henne wrested the World Land Speed 
record hack from Gilera's Piero Taruffi, achieving 
173.683mph aboard a Kompressor fitted with wind- 
tunnel developed streamlining. The record would last 
until 1951. 

For 1938 Ley was replaced in the BMW team by a 
strapping Bavarian policeman-turned-army sergeant 
Georg 'Schorsch' Meier, who led Gall home in a 
BMW one -two in the first round of the 1938 German 
championship. In the first European championship 
race of the season, the Senior TT in the Isle of Man, 

Gall crashed in practice and sustained a fractured skulf 
which sidelined him for the season, while a stripped 
plug thread rendered Meier a non-starter. It was left 
to the trusty West to get a result for BMW, finishing 
fifth. Then Meier won the Belgian GP at Spa on June 
26, with West replacing Gall to finish third, with the 
Bavarian 'iron man' taking victory again at Assen on 
July 30, ahead of guest Dutch teammate Bertus van 
Hamersveld in second. On August 4 Meier won his 
and BMW's crucial home GP at Sachsenring with 
teammate Ludwig Kraus fourth, followed by a repeat 
victory for Jock West in the Ulster GP on August 20. 
Einally, on September 25, Meier registered BMW's 
first victory at Monza, defeating Gilera and Moto 
Guzzi on home ground, with Kraus second, to clinch 
the European Championship for BMW and himself in 
his rookie year in Grand Prix racing. He also won the 
German 500cc title. 

As 1939 began the clouds of war were getting darker. 
As usual, BMW entered a three-man team for the TT, 
but participation was put in doubt when Karl Gall 
crashed at Ballaugh Bridge in practice, and again 




1 : There’s just the one single 27mm Fischer-Amal carburettor. 2z Rear suspension was designed by Alex von Falkenhausen, apparently partly in 
response to a remark from Hitler along the lines of 'So your motorcycles still don’t have rear suspension?’ 3: Twin leading shoe front brake is to 1940s 
specification, though it has its limitations. 4 : Whoops! Alan Cathcart as the BMW gets a little bit out of shape. 
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fractured his skull - this time dying four days later. After 
some soul searching, the decision was taken that Meier 
and West would race, with the German rider leading 
his teammate home in a one -two finish at a record 
average speed of 89.38mph. It was the first time the 
Senior TT had ever heen won hy a rider from outside 
the British Isles. 

On August 6 Meier crashed in the Swedish GP at 
Saxtorp, injuring his hack and putting him out for 
what remained of the season. This allowed Gilera's 
race winner Dorino Serafini - second at Spa, after 
crashing at Assen - to overtake him in the points table 
hy winning the German GP at Sachsenring on August 
13, in spite of a four- rider blitzkrieg attempt by BMW to 
prevent him doing so. Serafini then won the Ulster GP 
just six days later, on August 19, this time in the absence 
of any BMW riders - but then on September 3 war was 
declared, and things would never be the same again. 
But because of the cancellation of the Swiss GP planned 
for Zurich on October 8, and the Italian GP scheduled 
to take place in Tripoli on November 5 - moved to what 
was then the Italian colony of Libya because Monza 
was closed for repairs - Serafini may be considered to 
have won the European Championship for Gilera, but 



in fact was never officially recognised as having done so 
by the FIM, and never received a certificate to proclaim 
the fact. 

With Germany not readmitted to the FIM until 1950, 
the postwar international ban on supercharging was 
ignored there until then, permitting updated BMW 
500cc Kompressor models to dominate local events. 
With the help of two-stage superchargers and heavily 
revised internals, especially lighter reciprocating parts 
- all developed against the backdrop of massive war 
damage to the BMW factory - power was increased 
to more than 80bhp, allowing 'Schorsch' Meier to win 
four consecutive German 500cc National titles from 
1947 to 1950, when Germany was readmitted to the 
FIM, and supercharging was finally banned there, too. 
Thereafter, the Kompressor motor was redesigned 
into the normally aspirated Rennsport engine, which 
dominated sidecar racing for the next quarter-century, 
powering to no fewer than 14 successive Sidecar World 
Championships from 1954 to 1967, and 19 in total, 
as well as permitting the late Walter Zeller to finish 
runner-up to lohn Surtees in the 1956 500cc World 
Championship on the Typ 256 Rennsport, ahead of all 
the four-cylinder Gileras. Not a bad record! 



FINER DETAILS 
BMW 500 
TYP 255 
KOMPRESSOR 

ENGINE 

Air-cooled dohc 
horizontally opposed 
twin-cylinder four-stroke, 
with indirect bevel 
gear camshaft drive 
DIMENSIONS 
66x72 mm 

CAPACITY 

492cc 

OUTPUT 

56bhp at 7000rpm 

COMPRESSION RATIO 

5:1 

CARBURATION 

Single 27mm Fischer- 
Amal carburettor 
with spline-driven 
Zoller eccentric-vane 
volumetric supercharger 
IGNITION 
Bosch magneto 
GEARBOX 
Four-speed with 
shaft final drive 

CLUTCH 

Single-plate dry 

CHASSIS 

Tubular steel twin- 
loop cradle frame 

SUSPENSION 

28mm BMW telescopic 
forks with leading 
axle location front, 
BMW plunger springs 
with separate adjustable 
friction dampers rear 
BRAKES 

200mm twin leading- 
shoe drum front, 
200mm single leading- 
shoe drum rear 

TYRES 

3.00x21 Avon 
Roadmaster on 
WM2/ 1 .85in wire- 
wheeled steel rim front, 
3.50 X 19 Metzeler Perfect 
on WM2/ 1.85in wire- 
wheeled steel rim rear 
WHEELBASE 
1415mm 

WEIGHT 

137kg (303lbs) 
with oil/no fuel 

TOP SPEED 

140mph 

YEAR OF 
MANUFACTURE 

1986 from 1936-1958 
components 

OWNER 
Wilhelm Schiitz, 
West Germany. 
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Kompressor 

Kreation 

With it being impossible to acquire a genuine article, the 
only option was to build a faithful reproduction. 




factory mechanic Gustl Lachermeier 
used his knowledge and remaining 
parts to assist German BMW fanatic, 
Wilhelm Schiitz, in creating an 
identical machine to the Zeller 
hike, likewise huilt to the highest 
standards of authenticity. 

“My dream was always to he 
able to ride a Kompressor/' said 
Wilhelm, “hut except for the Zeller 
hike, the others are either lost or 
in the hands of people who don't 
use them, hut won't sell them 
either. Therefore since the postwar 
Rennsport is a direct development 



nly a handful of 500cc 
BMW Kompressor 
Typ 255 dohc models 
were ever made and 
they were never sold 
to private owners. A few of that handful 
managed to survive the war, often at the cost 
of their provenance since in some cases they 
ended up being smuggled out of the country 
as war booty. While it's believed between 12 
and 15 500cc Kompressors were constructed 
in BMW's Munich race department (factory 
records were lost during the Second World 
War, so exact numbers are uncertain), the 
contents of the factory race department were 
seized by the French occupying forces in 1945, 
and disappeared. In the late 1970s one bike 
was tracked down in the USA in a dismantled 
state by fohn Surtees, and restored before 
he sold it back to BMW, where it forms part 
of the company's Mobile Tradition historic 
vehicle collection. Though often presented 
as being Meier's actual TT winner, since the 
BMW factory has no records of race engine 
and frame numbers, there is no way of 
authenticating this. 

However, two other BMW 500cc 
Kompressor supercharged twins exist, having 
been built up using several genuine prewar 
Kompressor parts, and unsupercharged 1950s 
plunger-frame RS500 Rennsport GP racers 
as the platform to create pretty authentic 
Typ 255 replicas. One of these was sold for 
$480,000 at the Bonhams' auction in Las 
Vegas in fanuary 2013, and was formerly the 
property of Walter Zeller, BMW's 1950s factory 
GP rider. 

The second came about when former 



of the Kompressor, I asked Gustl to adapt a 
Rennsport to Kompressor specification, as he 
did for Walter Zeller." 

Lachermeier's name was the key to this 
Kompressor's creation. He worked on BMW 
race engines for more than 40 years and was 
a member of the factory race shop. Schiitz's 
Kompressor is in fact identical to Walter 
Zeller's Las Vegas bike, which means that 
it's actually in early postwar German racing 
trim. This includes the later twin leading 
shoe front brake and clip-on handlebars 
favoured by Zeller, but also a strutted rear 
frame, adjustable friction dampers on the rear 
plunger suspension and a leading front axle 
location on the telescopic forks. 

The basis for the Lachermeier-built engine 
is a 1950s Rennsport motor. The one-piece 
magnesium crankcase now has an eccentric- 
vane Zoller supercharger fitted to its front 
cover, which entailed the manufacture of a 
new crankshaft with the splines on the front 
end to drive the blower. Lachermair has fitted 
the so-called Henne -kompressor, the largest 
available Zoller unit. This necessitated fitting 
leading axle front forks, to move the 21 in front 
rim far enough forward to clear the fatter 
supercharger under braking or suspension 
compression. To permit the engine to be 
run on modern pump fuel, rather than the 
exotic petrol-benzole blend used in its heyday, 
Lachermeier dropped the compression ratio 
to just 5:1, in turn resulting in a power output 
of 56bhp at 7000rpm. But 68-70bhp would 
certainly have been on tap in the golden age 
of the Kompressor in road racing trim - about 
90bhp for Henne's record-breaker - which, 
allied with the incredibly light weight, was 



Postwar, with Germany 
still barred by the 
FLM, Kompressors 
continued to race and 
- dominate at home.' 
This is Meier 
in 1949. 




certainly responsible for the Kompressor's 
remarkable performance. The unblown 
British 500cc singles with little more than half 
that power output weighed at least 10% more! 

Having previously ridden Walter Zeller's 
postwar Typ 256 Rennsport solo, I was 
prepared for the highly idiosyncratic riding 
style required to get the best from an early 
BMW flat- twin racer. I was also mindful 
that my 15 laps at Misano on the Schiitz 
Kompressor were to be with an engine fresh 
from the Lachermeier workshop. 

So, how did it go? Well, the 
supercharged BMW remains far and 
away the most sophisticated and 
modern-feeling 1930s motorcycle 
I've ever ridden. Compared with the 
1950 plunger-framed double-knocker 
Manx Norton I used to own, the 
BMW steered infinitely better, both 
in terms of general handiness, and 
the superior way it rode bumps. But 
you do feel you're sitting on top of 
the BMW rather than in it, perched 
somewhere back over the rear wheel, 
and this does take a while to get 
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used to. The first time the low-slung exhaust 
touched down after a couple of laps at Misano 
brought some embarrassing moments in its 
wake... Straighten up quickly before it slides 
too far, lose the line in the corner, up on to 
the kerb, stand on the pegs and squeeze hard 
with the knees to fight the bike back on to the 
track, then rejoin the Tarmac before the onset 
of cardiac arrest. 

Firing up the Kompressor, even with its 
lowly compression ratio is not easy, and 
requires the rider to be sitting on the bike 
from cold: this can't have been a good bike 
for dead-engine race pushstarts, quite apart 
from having the cylinders sticking out of the 
side to get in your way, no matter which side 
you push. The noise from the wide diameter, 
slash-cut, open exhausts is impressively loud, 
although with the direct supercharger drive 
there's none of the whine normally associated 
with such units. There's a surprisingly smooth 
build up of power and remarkably supple 
torque towards peak revs of 7000rpm - 6500 
for my test ride on the newly built engine, at 
Wilhelm's request. The best compliment I 
can pay the Schiitz Kompressor is that riding 



it felt like being on a bike 25 years younger 
in design, a fact reinforced by the ease with 
which I was able to keep up with my Spanish 
mate Joaquin Folch's 1960 Matchless G50 
in a straight line at Misano. Producing 
5bhp less than the BMW for only a 5kg 
weight advantage, the two -decade younger 
unblown British single even lost out on 
initial acceleration out of the slow left hander 
leading on to the fast back section at Misano, 
only reasserting itself under braking and 
cornering. 

That was when the fruits of two decades 
of further development became apparent, 
because to begin with the postwar 200mm 
diameter twin leading-shoe front brake 
didn't really slow the bike as quickly as I'd 
hoped, and stamping on the rear brake 
only exacerbated the inherent problems of 
cornering a shaft- drive bike fast. 

If the rigidity of the welded-up frame and 
the effectiveness of the plunger rear end 
impressed, it was the Kompressor engine's 
supple power delivery that was most 
surprising. Apparently this was the reason 
for Lachermeier's choice of the larger Zoller 



kompressor, which delivers more boost 
at lower revs and smooths out the power 
delivery - there's good strong power from as 
low as 2500rpm, and a very flat torque curve 
delivering a completely linear build of power 
all the way to my 6500rpm rev limit. There's 
no comparison with a less-powerful hammy' 
British single, whereby you must beware 
of megaphonitis and clutch it out of turns 
to get the engine pulling strongly - on the 
Kompressor BMW you just twist, and go. 

'T spent too much time building this bike," 
stated Wilhelm Schiitz after I returned to 
the paddock after my outing, and we stood 
there admiring his beautifully purposeful 
Kompressor glinting in the Italian sunshine. 
'Tt's taken me two and a half years of constant 
work to build this bike, but it's better I don't 
count how many hours in total I spent, or else 
I might go crazy!" Maybe so, Wilhelm, but for 
me it's a task well done. My Oxford dictionary 
defines a replica as 'a faithfully executed copy 
of an original article.' Few would argue that 
in achieving his ambition to be able to race a 
Kompressor BMW, Wilhelm Schiitz has 
created just that. 
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n the face ofit there's little 
relationship between the two 
featured motorcyclesp other than 
their reliance on piston-ported 
two -stroke engines. One (despite 
its German ancestry) is as British as roast beef, while 
the other - made a quarter of a century later - couldn't 
be more Italian if it was belting out Nessun Domia from 
La Scala opera stage. The staid home-produced job is 
finished in a modest mist green, and its comparatively 
low-rewing single- cylinder engine has an equally 
modest power output transmitted through a three 
speed gearbox. Its continental rival, on the other hand, 
is finished in fire-engine red (naturally), forces its rider 



‘ u’. ’ 



to take a racing stance, and has hvo extra gear ratios 
to take full advantage of considerably more power 
produced at much higher revs by its twin cylinders. 
The one thing the two machines have in common, 
however, is an engine capacity of an eighth of a litre, 
and that's crucial because their oivner is that rare 
thing - a mature learner. Actually, that's not quite true, 
Hampshireman Peter Fryer rode a couple of Hondas 
and an AIS trialler in his youth, but unfortunately 





o 




never took his test before the inevitable house and 
family responsibilities took over. Consequently he is now 
embroiled in a test system that doesn't allow unescorted 
learners to ride machines of more than 125cc, and gaining 
a full licence involves taking the test on a much bigger bike. 
That means an expensive supervised session on a hired 
machine, and while Peter did start down that route, his 
outing on a 600cc Kawasaki understandably proved too 
much, too soon - especially as it coincided with a period of 
torrential rain - and he has prudently decided to stick with 
the smaller capacity for the time being. 

'T bought the Bantam in 2013," he tells me, ''and I enjoyed 
riding it but had a bit of trouble keeping it going. Earlier 
this year a local dealer traced the problem to crud from 
the tank blocking the carburettor jets, and while he was 
sorting that out I noticed he had this Benelli - imported 
in 2000 by an Italian bike specialist - for sale. Apart from 
having a capacity that allowed me to ride it on L-plates, 

I was attracted by its looks and novelty. My wife Chris 
isn't really into bikes, but she encouraged me to buy this 
one because she knew it would keep me busy with the 
polishing cloth!" 

I don't need to labour the history of the BSA Bantam, 
because just about everybody knows it started out as 
a DKW whose design was given to Britain's largest 
manufacturer as war reparations. It was introduced as the 
rigid-framed D1 in 1948 and - helped by a rock-bottom 
price tag - rapidly became a top seller, especially after 
gaining the option of rear plunger springing two years 
later. The rigid frame was dropped in 1955 but plunger 
models such as Peter's continued until 1963, by which 
time they had been joined by the 150cc D3 and 175cc D5 
and D7. Production of the final model - the four-speed 
D175 - ceased in 1971. 

Benelli history is much more convoluted because 
throughout its long history - from 1911 until the present 
day - the company has been the subject of various splits, 
mergers and takeovers. It began when Mama Benelli 
founded a business in Pesaro, where her six sons initially 
made cycle and motorcycle parts. They produced their 
first complete motorcycle shortly after the First World 
War, and a wide range of road and competition bikes - 



Above: Peter Fryer (left) 
and Roy take to the 
roads on the 125cc 
classics. 

Left: There’s still 
something extremely 
endearing about the mist- 
green Bantam. 

Below D-shaped speedo 
a sight which has been 
familiar to learners for 
decades... 
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including twin-cam racing exotica - followed until 
the Second World War, during which the factory was 
destroyed. Production of Benellis quickly resumed 
afterwards and one of the surviving Benelli brothers 
started the successful Motohi firm, which made 
ultra-lightweights, before being absorbed by the family 
business in 1962. The Benelli name was kept in the 
public eye throughout the next decade by racers that 
could have been a match for the all-conquering MVs 
and Hondas with a littie more financial backing. And 



the first imports to the UK began in 1973, at about the 
time Benelli was taken over by Argentinian tycoon 
Alejandro de Tomaso who also owned Maserati cars 
and - more significantly - Moto Guzzi. 

De Tomaso's investment led to new products 
including the 650cc twin Tornado and the impressive 
six-cylinder Sei, which slightly pre- dated Honda's 
CBX. More relevantly, Benelli also introduced good- 
looking two -stroke twins of 125cc and 250cc, which 
were developed throughout the 1970s, and led to the 
125 Sport featured here, plus a whole family of similar 
models. The quarter-litre variants were badged as 
either Benellis or Moto Guzzis and were modestly 
successful in the UK as novel alternatives to the 
dominant lapanese two -stroke twins, but there was 
little demand for exotic 125cc jobs, especially ones 
such as the Benelli without electric starting. 

With the lower expectations of a classic enthusiast 
like Peter or myself that seems a trivial objection. 
Starting the Sport is simple enough anyway with a 
kick-start lever on the 'proper' side and cylinders not 
much bigger than a moped's; the only complication 
being the inaccessible location of the Moto Guzzi- 
style choke lever under the petrol tank. The clutch is 



Top: Single sprung saddle 
adds to the classic 
experience. 

Above centre The famous 
engine, based on the 
DKW design. 

Above: Saddle bag looks 
the part and is useful too. 
Left: Bantam has a well- 
used and cared for look. 
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course, the latter contributing to an all-up weight less 
than two -thirds of the Benelli's, plus a feeling that the 
Bantam can be chucked around with abandon. To 




Top: Cast wheels and a 
single disc up front. 
Above right: The Beneiii’s 
purposefui iooking twin- 
cyiinder engine. 

Above: There’s a definite 
iook of Moto Guzzi 
around the cockpit area. 

Beiow: It looks modern 
compared with the 
Bantam, but the gap 
between it and the 
Bantam is iess than 
between the Beneiii and 
a brand new 125. 



be honest I expected the modest power output and 
three-speed gearbox to result in a tediously boring 
ride - especially after the exhilarating Benelli - but the 
output and gear ratios are well matched and the whole 
experience is quite pleasant in a tranquil sort of way. 

If this was a straightforward shoot out between 
two equally sized two -strokes it would be a one- 
sided contest of Italian stallion versus My Little Pony. 
But you canT really compare bikes built a quarter 
of a century apart when one was marketed as a 
sophisticated sportster and the other was intended to 
provide cheap transport, so any preference between 
them has to be based on nostalgia and riding style. 

But then again, a major appeal of both of these bikes 
is that their capacities suit somebody coping with our 
abstruse riding test system, and I can clearly see why 
owner Peter Fryer backs both horses saying, "I actually 
prefer riding the Bantam, but enj oy owning the 
Benelli because it's such a conversation piece." 



O surprisingly heavy, and initially drags slightly making 
first gear engagement somewhat snatchy, but again 
that's nothing too remarkable by classic standards. It's 
only when I get on the move that the Benelli shows its 
more modern side, producing about the same power 
as a Tiger Cub, but doing it in a very different way. A 
burbling tickover is transformed into a wail at the 
twitch of my wrist, and acceleration is quite remarkable 
for an eighth-litre bike. It pulls reliably at quite low revs, 
but the gears naturally have to be used to get the best 
from the engine, and that's no hardship as engagement 
via the left- foot lever is light and precise. 

It would be nice to give engine and road speeds at 
the change-up points, but that simply isn't possible. 

The instrument panel - which would be immediately 
familiar to anyone who's ridden a small Moto Guzzi 
twin - is neat and quite impressive with matching 
speedometer and tachometer dials, and warning lights 
for indicators, charging and neutral. Unfortunately 
the instruments are dysfunctional enough to confirm 
all the common prejudices about Italian bikes, the 
horn is barely audible, and in daylight it's impossible 
to see whether the warning lights are working or not. 

I just ignore everything and resort to hand signals 
while changing up when the exhaust note begins to 
sound like that of a Formula 1 car. And that's when all 



the shortcomings fall away and I regress to teenage 
hooligan mode making the most of the zestful 
acceleration, hairline steering and powerful brakes; the 
nose fairing, impressive brakes and Monza filler cap 
completing the 'racer on the road' impression. 

Switching to the Bantam then comes as quite a 
culture shock, not least because the upright riding 
position feels much more cramped than the racing 
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FINER DETAILS 
BSA D1 BANTAM 
(BENELLI SPORT) 

ENGINE TYPE 
Single cylinder 
two-stroke (twin 
cylinder two-stroke) 
CAPACITY 
123cc(125cc) 

BORE X STROKE 

52mm X 58mm 
(42.5mm x 44mm) 

OUTPUT 

4bhp@approx 4000rpm 
(10bhp@7600rpm) 
COMPRESSION RATIO 
6.5:1 (10.3:1) 
LUBRICATION 
Petroil mix (both) 

CARBURETTOR 

Amal (Dell 'Orto) 

IGNITION 

Flywheel magneto (both) 

GEARBOX 

Ihree-speed (five-speed) 
(both in unit with engine) 

FRAME 

Single tubular loop 
(tubular duplex cradle) 

SUSPENSION 

Telescopic front, rigid 
rear (telescopic front, 
swinging arm rear) 

TYRES 

275xl9in front and 
rear (275x1 8in front, 
300xl8in rear) 

BRAKES 

5in sis drums front and 
rear (10.5in disc front, 
6.5in sis drum rear) 

TANK CAPACITY 
1.8 gallons (3 gallons) 
SPEEDOMETER 
Speedometer, 
tachometer (flashers, 
multiple warning lights) 

SEAT HEIGHT 

28in (29.5in) 

WHEELBASE 
50in (52.5in) 
WEIGHT 
1711b (2801b) 

TOP SPEED 

45mph (65mph) 
(both approx) 
PRICE NEW 
£88 (not quoted) 

Ciuh contact: 

British Two 
Stroke Club, 

8 Pagham Gardens, 
Hayling Island, 
Hants, POll 9SS. 
Vintage Motor Cycle 
Club, National 
Secretary, Allen 
House, Wetmore 
Road, Burton 
upon Trent, Staffs, 
DE14 ITR. 



Learner legal 

The motorcycle test gets ever 
more complicated, so perhaps 
125cc classics are more 
important and relevant than ever. 

Words: JAMES ROBINSON 




Motobl 125 Sport. This isn't my brother's old one, byt is 
very similar. It certainiy didn't get left behind on club runs. 



When Roy first pitched this 
feature to me, it resonated 
in many ways, not least 
because I recently spoke 
to a guy at a dub run who 
was riding a rigid B3 1 and 
who explained how he'd 
had to do his test on a 
modern 600cc machine 
but? "I only wanted to be 
able to ride the C 1 0 Ed 
boughtr he said, sounding 
somewhat exasperated. 
He^d persevered, but 1 
can see why Peter here 
has decided to stick 
with his brace of 125ccc 
machines. As Roy says in 
the feature, the Benelli 
performance is up to Cl 5/ 
Tiger Cub standards, while 
the Bantam is about on 
a par with many vintage 
machines. 

Roy's experience of 
riding the Benelli also 
struck a personal chord 
with me. When my brother 
and I were in our late 



teens we both had VMCC 
event-eligible 125s- 
sibling Simon had a 1S67 
four- stroke Motobi, me 
a 1 972 TS125 Suzuki, We 
had some great fun on 
those tw^o bikes, of which 
the four-stroke cafe- 
racer Motobi handled 
better, but the ^ trail bike' 
Suzuki had more top-end 
performance. Doing 
100-odd-mile club runs 
certainly taught us a fair 
bit about riding. 

Ihere are quite a 
few interesting 125cc 
machines about 
particularly from 
the 1970s, which will 
provide lots of fun and 
experience. Riding a 125 
is excellent training for 
riding old bikes, because 
momentum is king, and 
most of the time it's 
harder to ride a lower- 
powered machine than a 
quicker one. 




Exquisite 125cc Rumi flat-twin is a thing of beauty. 
It can be ridden on L-plates, after lust a day's CBT 
training. 




My old TS125. 1 was its second owner and was sold to a 
guy in the West Country, who had two more the same. 




The pretty one. I've 
never ridden a four- / tj-i- 
stroke 125cc MV . ^ 

from the 1970s, but 
apparently they're not ^7 
the liveliest. Looks the 
pa rt, t h o ugh I 
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Special Sizes 
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Boxed Sets 
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Clearance Bargains 
Slot Drills 
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□dlls 

Thread Chasers 



» All British Cycle Hireads Available 
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Tools Ltd 



Tap & Die Specialist, Engineer Tool Supplies 

Tel: 01803 328 603 Fax: 01803 328 157 

Unit I, Paikfield Ind Est, Barton Hill Way, Torijuay, Devon TQ2 8JG 

Email: info@tracytooIs.com 

www.trac:ytools.coin 
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The German Grand Prix 1 1956 



Not as expected 

When John Surtees fractured his arm in the 350cc event, thus ruling him out of 
any further racing, the SOOcc GP event was thrown wide open. Even then there 
was no guarantee who would scoop the top spot. 



Words: MICHAEL BARRACLOUGH Photography: MORTONS ARCHIVE 



John Surtees (MV 
Agusta) leads the 
field up the hill 
from Glemseck in 
the 350cc race. He 
would later crash 
and break his arm. 



he German Grand Prix of 1956 took 
place at Solitude near Stuttgart, and 
proceedings were going more or less 
as scripted until hot favourite John 
Surtees (MV Agusta) 

crashed and fractured his arm in the 350cc 
race. This meant the young Londoner was 
not able to compete in the 500cc event later 
that day, and many thought his absence 
would result in either Geoff Duke (Gilera), 

Bill Lomas (Moto Guzzi) or Walter Zeller 
(BMW) securing a victory instead. 

The 500cc race itself was originally 
billed for 13 laps, making a total of 92.2 
miles. This was due to the busy schedule 
(which included a car race as well as four 
motorcycle races) but FIM regulations 
stipulated a minimum distance of 124.3 
miles, so the race was extended to 18 laps to 
ensure enough distance was covered. 

With Surtees out of the running, interest 



was divided evenly between Duke, Lomas and Zeller. 

The race duly commenced, and Pierre Monneret and 
Geoff Duke - both riding Gilera fours - bounded away 
from the starting grid and threw themselves into the 
tricky Glemseck bends. Their dominance 
was short-lived however, as Bill Lomas 
and his eight- cylinder Moto Guzzi soon 
screamed into the lead. Duke followed 
behind, and behind him were Reg 
Armstrong (Gilera), Umberto Masetti (MV 
Agusta), Pierre Monneret and Walter Zeller, 
in that order. 

During the second lap, Duke managed 
to creep inside of Lomas and Zeller coaxed 
his BMW into third place. The race soon 
became a pitched battle between Duke and 
Lomas, with Walter Zeller snapping at their 
heels throughout, but the mood of the race 
turned on a sixpence in laps five and six. 

First Zeller retired halfway through lap five 
with engine failure, and at the end of the O 



Straight 
from the 
plate 

To view the rest of 
the pictures in this 
set and to order 
prints please visit 
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The German Grand Prix 1 1956 




O sixth lap Duke and Lomas both pulled into the pits, with 
engine trouble and a burst coolant pipe respectively. 
Lomas retired for good, Duke took to the track again, 
only to pull in twice more. At this point any hope of a 
last ditch victory for Duke was too far out of sight to 
make any use of. 

So, the top three spots were taken up by Reg 
Armstrong, Umberto Masetti and Pierre Monneret. After 
much jostling they crossed the line in that order, making 
it a day to remember for Reg Armstrong and one to 
forget for Lomas, Duke and Zeller. 

Carlo Ubbiali (MV Agusta) was in fine fettle in this 
GP, winning the 250cc event and coming second to 
Romolo Ferri in the 125cc event. This would be the 
peak of Romolo Ferri's career, managing to fend off 
both Ubbiali and Tarquinio Provini to secure his 125cc 
victory. After Surtees came a cropper in the 350cc event 
the race was won by Bill Lomas, who rode spectacularly 
all weekend despite the unfortunate retirement in the 
SOOccrace. O 







51 ); 



Geoff Duke (Gilera) sneaks inside of Biii Lomas (Moto 
Guzzi) at the Giemseck curves. 




Above: An eariy Fabio 
Tagiioni-designed 125cc 
Desmo Gran Sport 
Ducati. 

Left: Cario Ubbiaii fiying 
aiong in the 250cc race 
on his MV. 



^Straight 
from the 
plate 

To view the rest of the 
pictures in this set and to 
order prints please visit 

www.mortonsarchive.com 
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On his zippy little Gilera twin, Romolo Ferri won the 125cc race in fine style. 



!$traight 
from the 
plate 




Reg Armstrong celebrates his 500cc victory. Umberto Masetti also looks pleased with his result. 
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glS^MNorton Commando 750 & 850 MK II|BS8gSS 



Some things in life are worth the wait Over forty yeefs aftef the first Cofomando 
appeanedr the Ahon EKjt electric start conversion finally brings it to life 
at the touch of a button... the one Norton put there in 1969. 

On sate tmty thnopgh o«r authorised dtetrihiitot^. Contact us fer fet 



+33 965 373 852 
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Dragonfly Motorcycles 
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Specialists In; Amal Ariel BSA Burman Bearings 
& Classic motorcycle spares 
All models from the 20's to 70s Yes, ALL models 



Here at Dragonfly we specialise in the classics. 

Need spares for your Ariel or BSA? Then weVe 
right up your street. 

As Q Christmas gift, we’re adding an 
extra to all gift vouchers, so 
have a drink to celebrate! 

We also have books, posters 
t-shirts. Everything to fill that 
stocking or tool shed. 

So call or visit us for all your classic motorcycle spares. 



www.draganfiy.co.uk - 01986 894798 




and Wheels 



^ ■ Est 1 958 
Call Today 

Tel: 020 8502 6222 
Hagon Products Ltd 

7 Roebuck Road 



WWW .hagon-shoc ks .co.uk Esstx?G6^jH 
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Allen, Charles ^Titch' Men who mattered 
AJS 1954 7R3A 



AJS Big port restoration guide 
AJW 1937 Flying Fox 
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lune 
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Ambassador Super S restoration guide 

AMC Lightweight singles (Super profile) 

American Motorcycle Museum In The Netherlands . 

Anglo-Dutch Trial Event report 

Ariel 1903 Minerva 



Ariel 1932 4F Square Four_ 

Ariel 1951 VH 

Ariel 1960 Arrow 



Ariel 1962 and 1965 Leaders 

Ariel KH/KG twins (Super profile) 

ASI MotoShow Event report 

Banbury Run Event report 

Barker, Tommy Profile 

Benelli 1960 175 Sport 

Benelli Tours 



BikeShed Event report 

Bonhams Stafford show auction highlights 

Bonhams Stafford show auction highlights 

Borgo/Motoborgo 1913 Borgo Gran Turismo, 

1923 Motohorgo Sport 

Bourne, Arthur Men who mattered 

Brooklands Great War 100 Event report 

Bristol show Event report 



Classic components Roller chain_ 



Classic components SIBA Dynastart 

Classic Dirt Bike Show Event report 

Closer Look 1910 ACU Reliability Trials _ 

Closer Look 1912 ACU One-Day trial 

Closer Look 1964 SSDT 



Closer Look Kreidler racing, the final years . 
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Closer Look Motocross in 1960 

Closer Look Prototypes 
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Connaught-Bradshaw Sidecar outfit, reprint 

Craig, Joe Men who mattered 

Cronin, Nick Interview 

DKW 1938 SS250 



Donington Classic Festival Event report . 

Don, Kaye Men who mattered 

DOT 1947 Motor truck 

Douglas 1951 90 Plus 



Dry sump lubrication Technical feature_ 

Ducati 1973 Mark 3 

Duke, Geoff Obituary 
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Dynamo theory and rebuild Technical feature_ 
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Founders' Day Event report 

Fox, Dave Interview 
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BSA Cll front fork rebuild, technical feature September 
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Hall, Gary Interview 

Hatton, Ian Interview 

Heckle, Des Interview 
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Calthorpe Ivory, restoration guide 

Classic components AMAC carburettors 

Classic components Bowden cables September 

Classic components Four- stroke motorcycle engine valves July 

Classic components Lucas Altette and other horns February 

Classic components Oil seals May 



Jefferies, Nick Interview 

Jefferies, Tony Interview 
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Lessons learned the hard way (Ted Mellors) Crashes January 

Levis 1932 A2 Super Sports May 

Levis 350 Sports restoration guide July 

Loram, Dominic Interview August 
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Closer Look Ixion critiques motorcycling innovations in 1921 June 
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Marque of Distinction Postwar Norton 
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Marque of Distinction Postwar Triumph 


August 


Marque of Distinction Prewar Triumph 


lanuary 


Marque of Distinction Vincent 


September 


Matchless 1937 Model X 


Eebruary 


Matchless 1959 G9 
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Minter. Derek Obituarv 


March 


Mondial 1957Bialbero 


February 


Monet Goyon 1951 Shooting Star 


March 


Montgomerv 1935 single 


November 


Morini Day Velocettes at Cadwell Park 


August 


Moto Guzzi 1967-76 V7 restoration guide 


lanuary 


Moto Legende Event report 


February 


Moto Morini Turismo. restoration guide 


October 


Motosacoche 1907 four-stroke single 


April 


Mouth- to -mouth Resuscitation run 


April 


Mvsterv Engine Ouerv 


September 


National Motorcycle Museum Experience dav 


July 


National Motorcycle Museum Pearl anniversary 

event report 


January 


New Hudson 1928 Model 81 


February 


New Imperial 1936 V-twin works racer 


March 


New Imperial Model 23 restoration guide 
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New Imperial Restoration technical feature, rebuild, pt 5 
New Imperial Restoration technical feature, rebuild, pt 6 
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New imperial Restoration technical feature, rebuild, pt 8 
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Norton 1915 BRS 


January 


Norton 1939 International 


September 
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Norton 1962-1968 Atlas (Super profile! 


Norton 1975 Commando 


December 


Norton International, restoration guide 


August 


Nuvolari. Tazio Men who mattered 


October 


OEC 1923 Blackburne four-stroke 


lune 


OEC 1928 Villiers two-stroke 


March 


Overland to India Adventures on a Royal Enfield Bullet 


July 
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Pioneer Run Event report 


lune 


Poore. Dennis Men who mattered 


April 


Prior. Rob Interview 
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Race Retro Event report 
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Ramsgate Revival Event report 
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Schrader. August Men who mattered 


February 


Scott 1932 Scott-Revnolds Special 


January 


Shergold. Bill Men who mattered 
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Stafford show Event reprort_ 
Stafford show Event report _ 
Stella Alpina Rally report 



Stevens Sidecar outfit, scale model, reprint . 
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September 
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Straight from the plate 1947 Racing at Oliver's Mount Eebmary 



Straight from the plate 1950 Mansell Trophy Trial 

Straight from the plate 1954 ACU National Rally 

Straight from the plate 1957 Senior TT 

Straight from the plate 1962 Belgian GP 
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A look at a successful off-road career 
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Triumph Model H restoration guide May 

Triumph T160 Trident wake-up technical feature, part 1 lanuary 

Triumph T160 Trident wake-up technical feature, part 2 _ Eebruary 
Triumph T160 Trident wake-up technical feature, part 3 March 



Unusual carburettors Technical feature_ 

Vale-Onslow, Len Men who mattered 

Varzi, Achille Men who mattered 



Velocette 1965-1971 Venom Thuxton (Super profile) . 
Velocette LE Restoration guide 



VFV/ADAC German Rally Event report . 
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Vintage Revival Montlhery Event report 
Walker, Ben Interview 
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Welbike and Corgi Restoration guide . 
West Kent Run Event report 
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World War One Diary 
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Well refined 

Though it drew plenty of inspiration from Triumph's seminal Speed Twin model, the 
BSA A7 was just as well thought out and had a great deal to offer, including modern 
(at the time) telescopic front forks and a robust SOOcc twin engine. 







his lovely BSA A7 belongs to John 
Carling. He found the motorcycle 
on eBay, and the chap selling 
it was doing so on behalf of his 
father. It was in fairly good nick 
when John first cast an eye over it; part- restored and 
in need of some reassembly, but it certainly wasn't a 
'nightmare' restoration. 

In fact the only thing that came close to being a 
nightmare was the gearbox which, from what John told 
me, was intent on being a nuisance right from the start. 

Fed up with the persistently irritating gearbox, 

John took to eBay once more in search of a suitable 
replacement, and was able to pick one up for a mere 
£70. When I spoke to John about his handsome 
Beezer in May of last year, he said he'd had it for about 
18 months, and it was giving him no trouble at all. 



Words: MICHAEL BARRACLOUGH 
Photography: GARY CHAPMAN 
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The BSA A7 was the product of meticulous 
refinement over at Small Heath. Prototype A7s were 
being built from 1938 until 1945, and a lot of famous 
names had a hand in bringing the motorcycle to life. 

First came Val Page, famous for the BSA Gold Star, 
the Black Ariels of the late 1920s and innumerable 
other notable machines from the vintage and post- 
vintage era, who provided the basic design layout of 
the new 500c parallel twin engine. Then loe Craig 
entered the picture. Craig had left Norton and joined 
BSA for a brief period (he returned to Norton soon 
after, once a dispute about their race programme had 
been settled) and he helped further develop BSAs 
new parallel twin. Some sources indicate that Edward 
Turner, father of what some call the first great British 
parallel twin - the Speed Twin - was involved in the 
development of the A7 at one stage or another, too. 

The A7 had many characteristics that made it 
very appealing, though for different reasons than its 
major rival, the Speed Twin. It may not have been the 
fastest British-made vertical twin on the block, but 




the power unit was extremely quiet and imbued the 
motorcycle with a more genteel demeanour. It was 
mechanically quieter than most of its main market 
rivals because it had a single camshaft as opposed 
to the Triumph's two, and had timing gears instead 
of chains. The engine was well covered, too, so little 
offensive clanking or whirring found its way to the 
ears of the rider. 

For 1948 (the year which fohn's bike pertains to) 
the A7 was given a few minor tweaks, most of them 
cosmetic. The glass in the headlamp was domed for the 
first time, the handlebars were flatter and the telescopic 
seat- tube stand was dropped, the bike instead being 
fitted with a more conventional centre stand. The price 
tag had been tweaked as well; a new A7 would have cost 
£177 16s (including purchase tax) in the UK. 

lohn is already thinking about what motorcycles 
he'd like to restore in the future. Back in May, he was 
interested in a restoring a Velocette. Only time will 
tell, though hopefully it will turn out as well as this 
lovely Beezer, whatever it might be. 



^^The BSA A7 was the product of meticulous 
refinement over at Small Heath, ” 




FINER DETAILS 

1948 BSA A7 



ENGINE: 



495cc ohv parallel twin 

BORE X STROKE: 

62mm x 82mm 

CARBURETTOR: 

Amal 

GEARBOX: 

BSA four-speed, foot 
change gearbox 

FRAME: 

Duplex cradle frame 
SUSPENSION: 
Telescopic front forks, 
rigid rear end 
PETROL TANK: 

3% gallon capacity 
SADDLE HEIGHT: 
28% inches 
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Touring holidays can be memorable for reasons both pleasant and decidedly 
unpleasant though Mary Adams and husband Huw had a fantastic time in Brittany 
thanks to Roger and Linda Nicholls of Countryside Holidays in France. 

Words and photography: MARY ADAMS 
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W e (husband Huw and I) 

first met Roger and Linda 
Nichoils four years ago on a 
Moto Indianos Motorcycle 
Rally in the Pi cos Mountains 
in Spain. Every year we have been asked to visit them 
in France, and 2015 was the year that we finally did it. 
We took the Plymouth to Roscoff ferry and then had 
a JV 2 hour journey through the Breton countryside 
towards l^nrivam, and then to the hamlet of 
Burlaouen. Brittany has glorious walled towns and 
strong rural traditions, and has managed to preserve 
much of its heritage and character, including 
unspoiled castles, forts and fishing villages. 

Countryside Holidays in France is situated in the 
heart of central Brittany (Kreiz Breizh) in Burlaouen, 
and it is a 'biker-friendly' concern. There is a workshop 
to tinker in if you need to do essential mamtenance, 
which is conveniently located next to the bar. 




Touring in France | Brittany 




Above: Spitfire on tap 
- not bad! 



Left: Ciassic British 
iron basks in the 
French sun. 



Roger and Linda have lived in France since 
November 1983. Initially Roger went to France in 1980 
with friends from art college, where he spent his days 
making lobster pots and leading a 'hippy' type of life. 
Returning to the UK in February 1982 on his old BSA 
AlO he was involved in a traffic accident, hitting a lorry 
after the bike had had a front wheel blow out owing to 
a defective new inner tube. He ended up in hospital 
and was placed in the care of Linda, who is a trained 
physiotherapist. 

Roger and Linda have lived in France since 1983 
with their two children, who were both born there. In 
1998 Roger renovated a stone barn and began to rent 
it out for holidays and, as his children grew up, he 
decided to pursue a career in renting accommodation 
to motorcyclists and offer guided tours for bikers 
wanting to explore the areas around Brittany, and so, 
in 2005, Countryside Holidays was born. 

Initially he began by taking the Triumph Owners 
Club from London to the Resistance Museum in St 
Marcel after they had failed on several attempts to find 
it! Pre sat nav days, you understand. He discovered 
that motorcycle tours were very much his forte 
and he started developing routes and finding good, 
biker- friendly cafes and restaurants. Roger even takes 
French bikers on routes and rallies as he is an expert 
on Brittany - they often tell him that he knows Brittany 
better than they do. Q 



were given one of the chalets 
down near the lake which had 
plenty of room to park the van 
with the S29 BSA in the hack, ” 
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Roger organises trips to places of interest such 
as the submarine pens at Lorient, Le Manoir de 
TAutomohile at Loheac - the location of Fort de La 
Latte, where the film, The Vikings, was made - and 
a Spanish fort in Finisterre. He will even lay on a 
French scrapyard tour where you can find many an 
interesting item. 

Roger is careful to tailor his rides to motorcyclists of 
every skill level, and will alter the route and speed to 
accommodate the ahilities of the riders and the age of 
the hikes in any one party. 

He maintains that past experience working in a 
psychiatric hospital where he spent seven years as 
a maintenance carpenter has put him in good stead 
for looking after hikers; medication time is always 
adhered to, and he makes sure that there is always 
bread on the table, beer in the fridge and a cup of tea 
on hand if you need it. 



‘^Brittany is unbelievable for 
motorcycling. With its superb 
uncongested roads, you can easily 
travel for miles without seeing a 
single vehicle, ’’ 



Above: Accommodation 
in the chaiet is rustic, 
warm and weicoming. 

Beiow: One of Roger and 
Linda’s chaiets. 



Brittany is unbelievable for motorcycling. With 
its superb uncongested roads, you can easily travel 
for miles without seeing a single vehicle. It is very 
peaceful travelling through shuttered and sleepy 
villages. The landscape is beautiful and the scenery 
is as diverse as it is breathtaking, with craggy cliffs at 
the north coast and beautiful sandy beaches at the 
south. It is a 3km walk to the nearest village where 
you will find a traditional Breton bar serving local 
ale, and Roger can organise a brewery visit if you 
are interested finding out how it is made. There is a 
local town called St Nicholas du Pelem with a large 
supermarket, bank, cash point, bar, restaurants, post 
office and a baker. 

Close to the accommodation on the property 
is the Bike Shed where no money changes hands. 
Roger's rule is that if you drink what's in the fridge, 
you replace it before you leave. He also is the most 
amazing cook. With Linda being a physiotherapist 
she works extremely long hours in her local village 
practice. So, over the years Roger has had plenty 
of cookery practice. He cooks various dishes and 
everybody's culinary needs are catered for. 

The accommodation is brilliant, comprising three 
holiday cottages, a stone house, which comfortably 
accommodates seven people, a wooden chalet 
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Above: The Bike Shed. No 
money changes hands 
here - you drink it, you 
repiace it! 

Beiow: The bikes form an 
attractive assembiage 
of British craftsmanship 
from the iate-veteran 
Beezer to the ciassic 
Ariei and Enfieid. 



'Jeff burger' and some wonderful homemade ice 
cream - just what we needed on a lovely sunny day. 

After the long trip to Binic, the British bikes started 
to feel the effect of the heat and all three played up 
on the way back - the joys of owning a British bike, 
Thomas was told! Roger's garage and bar contains 
some really interesting bikes and memorabilia, and 
his flags from all over the world reflecting the people 
from different countries who have visited him 
since 2005. 

Two of the main attractions of Roger and Linda's 
establishment are two very cute Jack Russell- 
cross dogs called Nip and Gnash. They seem to be 
everywhere at once, and they even escort you back to 
your chalet when night-time descends, just to make 
sure that you get back okay. They really are little 
characters, and both so friendly - they even feature 
on Roger's marketing material for Countryside 
Holidays in France! O 



sleeping six and a wooden cabin sleeping two people. 
The chalets are set in the woods with a nearby pond 
and woodland walk, and the stone house is situated 
very conveniently opposite the Bike Shed. All the 
accommodation - as you would expect - is bike 
friendly, and clubs or individuals are welcome at any 
time. Roger and Linda's house and gites are at the end 
of a track hidden by trees and a field, so there's no 
through traffic or neighbours to disturb the sound of 
motorcycles being fettled! 

Roger will take you to local villages to sample the 
mouth-watering seafood platters and traditional 
Breton crepes, washed down with refreshing 
local cider. You will never go hungry or thirsty at 
this establishment. 

We were given an amazing welcome at Roger and 
Linda's. We had one of the chalets down near the 
lake which had plenty of room to park the van with 
the S29 BSA in the back. We unpacked and headed 
up towards the bar. Thomas, Roger and Linda's son, 
had his birthday, so we were included in his birthday 
celebrations. We felt a bit guilty for gatecrashing a 
family party, but both Thomas and Linda told us 
this was normal procedure, guests took priority 
and everyone is always made to feel welcome at 
this establishment. We visited the local Resistance 
Museum at L'auberge de L'etang neuf, which is a great 
museum with a lovely restaurant overlooking a lake, 
making for an idyllic setting should you stay for a meal. 

The following day we took an 80-mile trip to Binic, 
with Roger on his 1954 Royal Enfield Bullet and his son 
Thomas on the '54 350cc Ariel. We enjoyed a delicious 




O If you want to try something different we can 

highly recommend the hospitality offered by Roger 
and Linda in France. You don't need to speak the 
language: they speak French fluently and Roger will 
get your shopping organised for self-catering if you 
let him know in advance. He is the most amenable 
guy, and will sort you out whatever your problem or 
query. He is a member of a local old bike club and is 
happy to take interested bikers out on its club runs, 
or join in charity runs or other events that might 
be happening at the time of your visit. Brittany is a 
truly beautiful place and Roger and Linda's home 
is situated right in the centre, with easy access to all 
parts of Brittany. Vive ia France! 



Right: Thomas with the 
1954 350CC Ariei. 

Below: The boys at Binic. 



For more information on holiday and bike tours contact} 

Countryside Holidays in France www*countrysideholidaysinfrance*co*uk 
Roger and Linda can be contacted via email on: rogeriinda@ 
count rysideh o I idaysinfrance*co*u k 
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CLASSIC BRITISH 

AND EUROPEAN 

"SIlENeERS AND EXHAUST PIPES'’ 





You will not find s better product. Armours have made 'HD' quality exhaust systems 
since 1972, We make them heavy and use one of the best chromers around. Restorers 
often tell us that the systems we supplied are still nice after 15 or 20 years' service. 



We sell direct to the customer, so cur prices are moderate. We send them insured to 
anywhere In the world. We usually have them in stock for most 1930-1985 models, 
including AJS, Ariel, BSA, Douglas, Matchless, Norton, Panther, Enfield, Sur>beam, 
Triumph/^locette and Vincent Catalogues available for £1, please call for more info. 

STAINLESS STEEL 
EXHAUSTS 

For pre 85 8MW, Ducsti, 
Lavemdia. Guzzi. Morfnt 

704 Wintljorno Roadr Bourne moutti, Borset BH0 2HS. 
Tetophon«; 01202 510400. Fax; 01202 510071. Closed Mondays. 



^ARMOURS 

www.armoursltd.co.uk 




assiMiisimr 



MOTORCYCLE GOGGLES! 




A selecliofi of over a clossic 

£^t mtMiem style Morotvyeh Gogghs 

• British Made Halcyon 

• Italian Made Wannini 

• USA made Bobsters 



c#ass#c-3rar 



Mark 9 f^drtg 



- Mark 9 Deluxe 



THE ULTIMATE BAR END MIRRORS! 

Hiticyvn Bor-end mirrors are the Jtiiest qaaiity 
classic rnoiorcycfe mirrors ovoUabk, made fa 
fasf a tifetime they are a iestametiii to British 
etigifteerhrg. 

« Highly Polished Stainless Steel 
4 Domed swivel action on head 
4 Spring ter^sioned ratchet 
action at base 

• New angled sleeve 
handlebar fitting 

• Fits on either side 

REDBIGNEDTOFITALL 
7/8 to t Inch Bars 

(17.5nim'2 tnmi tnilde DiaJ 

820 " 830^ 035 

Orders are usually dispatched wiihin 2 working days and are sent by Royal Mail 
recorded delivery, postage charges; Gaggles - £3.95 * Bar-End Mirrors - £4.95, 
Paynnent made with Visa/Mastercard or by cheque - payable to HOM ltd. 
Orders car> be placed by post, phone or ortllne. 

Order online for discounts 



TEL: 01992 537546 

www.classicpartsltd.com 

UNIT 6, HERTFORD TRADING ESTATE, CAXTON HILL HERTFORD, HERTS SG13 7NE 



Ccpyright S 2006 hUkyor Desigri and Mantifacturiing ttd-Aii Tigries reseved 




SAY YES TO the 

-M-j-iiwP perfect 



CHRISTMAS GIFT 




• RUNNING, RIDING AND REBUILDING REAL CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES 

• ONLYAVAILABLE ON SUBSCRIPTION! 



VISIT - www.classicmagazines.co.uk/rc025 
CALL - 01507 529529 and Quote: RC025 



SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 




Our tyre division enables us to supply you a 
complete vvheel assembly. 



01675 

462264 



8 & d Station Road, Coteshilt 
Birmingham, B4S 1HT 
e ma H ; i nf o@ce nt ra f- w li eeLco.uk 
web: www.cenlral-wheel.cQ.yk 



Rl 



m 



mm 



wcemipnaaimimnieseji 






Europe's largest supplier of motorcycle 
wheel components, with over 
20,000 rims and 1 million spokes Ok 
and nipples in stock. CWCs in house aML,,. 
''blast and powder coating" facility can wticfjj ng- 
handle all your frame and wheel 
requirements. 



I ilMiWFI H original low temperature aluminium fusion weiding 
1.111111111 EkM process for repai r i n g Al iimi nium, Zinc^ Die Cast, Maza k etc. 

Tool Box Kit - S rod..... £13.00 p^p £4.00 

Too! Box Kit - 10 rod....... E1B.00 p&p £4.00 

Too! Box Kit - 20 rod....... .........E28.50 p&p £4,00 

Too! Box Kit - 30 rod .. ..£37.50 p&p £4.00 

All kits include Lumiwsid Rods each Rod 9' or 225mm long, Stainisss Steel 
Abraider, Stainless Brush plus dstaitsd Instructions 
TAHIf n IDF with leakage in your steel motorcycle tank then use TANK 

IHilll bUflE the epoxy based tank sealant (sale against Ethanol to 10%) 

Standard Kit £42.00 Large Kit £48.00 p&p £8.00 

Alt khs come compfofe with tank cleaner (degreaserl, lusf convertor and 
ejooxy lesin for the oomptoto rntemaf restoration of your tarifo 
Also available to remove old epoxy resin. 500ml £19.95 + P&P £5.90 
ALL ITEMS AVAtLABLE SEPARATELY, TELEPNOME FOR DETAtLS OR VtSiT WEBSITE, 

L B Restoration Services 

Pantferosa Farmhouse, St Lawrence Road, Bodmin, Cornwall PL3£ 2QU 

Telcphonc/Fax: 01208 2^9746 wwwlb-restoration.co.iik Ijjjjigd |jgg^ 
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Greeves | Silverstone part II 




espite close season development 
by Leicestershire's Brian 
Woolley extracting 30+bhp 
(30.5bhp@7800rpm) from the 
Greeves- developed Villiers 

engine, Bert Greeves continued to describe the model 'a 
trainer.' And this amid rumours of successful early test 
rides by Joe Dunphy and Bert's own proving ride. The 
imagination of privateers and entrants was fired. Was 
Bert's unusual reticence the art of the skilled publicist 
underplaying his hand? Or was he really unsure? 

The Thundersley factory, actually Bert Greeves and 
his cousin Derry Preston-Cobb (Greeves motorcycle 
sales manager), estimated they'd sell 25 racers in 1963, 
so the planned production run of 30 would satisfy sales 
and factory development needs. Wrong. Brian Woolley 
in his book. Directory of Classic Racing Motorcycles, 
informs 144 were sold during the year (some state 
94). Brian's own Silverstone was one of the first sold, 
but he was pipped by Francis Beart, who took the first 
production model. 

These and all future production models were 
considerably modified from the development machine. 
Apart from frame, wheel and tank revisions, the largest 
effort was focused on the engine. Arguably Bert, who 
knew how good the machine would be despite 
his 'trainer' claims, confirming a marketing ploy, 
sanctioned the development of a relatively costly 
engine when one remembers the proposed £300 
all-in price ceiling - an inexpensive buy in 1963 
when an obsolete NSU Sportmax was £700-900 
and German Gunter Beer shelled out near £5000 
for his ex-works four cylinder Honda. And with a 
final price ticket of £285, the Silverstone was the 
bargain of the decade. 

So, why were the first season 
engines costly? Officially, the HAS 
had a Villiers 36A engine, of which 
Greeves replaced the cylinder head and 
barrel with its own design; fitted another 
piston. Alpha crankshaft and more. 

Other than cases, magneto and sundries, 
little else was Villiers 36A, yet Greeves 
had to buy complete engines from the 
Wolverhampton maker. And Greeves was 



doing similar for some scrambles motors, yielding an 
ever growing pile of unwanted Villiers parts. You could 
question why Bert didn't use Starmaker engines - quite 
simply, his units developed another five-plus bhp. A 
real boost. 

Sporting its revised exhaust system. P/sin Amal GP 
carburettor, four-speed gearbox and glass-fibre nose 
fairing, the new RAS weighed a measly 1881bs. In his 
Surrey workshop, Francis Beart pared more than lllbs 
from his Silverstone, replacing standard parts with even 
lighter components, including narrower tyres. He also 
ditched the magneto ignition in favour of coil, powered 
by a tiny Bosch battery. 

As the 1963 racing season started, a handful of 
new Greeves Silverstones were flagged away at short 
circuits across the UK, including machines run by Beart, 
Woolley and Frank Higley (some say Highley) ridden 
by Joe Dunphy, Horace 'Crasher' Crowder and Tom 
Phillips respectively. Having sold his 1962 machine, Reg 
Everett raced the factory entry, in effect the ex-London 
Show prototype reworked with a Villiers 36A derived 
engine like the production models. The marriage wasn't 
happy, as the more powerful engine with differing 
delivery characteristics didn't suit the prototype chassis. 

Many histories cite the early Joe Dunphy outings 
when recalling the Silverstone's debut season but first 
blood went to Tom Phillips 'up north' at an Oulton 
Park club meeting on March 23, 1963, riding Higley's 
machine. Having settled the invoice, Frank instantly 
loaned it back to his Berkshire supplying dealer - EG 
Stroud - who in turned offered it to Tom Phillips for the 
Saturday Oulton Racing and Sport meeting run by the 
Wirral 100 Club. 

Observers state Phillips was bemused by the new 
motorcycle, and as it arrived late Friday afternoon 
he had no time to try or fettle before 
loading for Oulton. Tom, entered on 
Ray Petty Nortons for his other races, 
earned glowing headlines the following 
week including 'Tom Phillips - six 
races, six wins' and 'Brilliant debut for 
Greeves racer.' Lining up the untried 
standard factory-fresh Silverstone, 
on which he'd just had a wobble up 
the road before he started race six O 



Left: Off to a winning 
start. Tom Phiiiips 
takes two wins from 
two at Ouiton Park, 
March 1963. 

Above: Aprii 2, 1963, 
Joe Dunphy in debut 
action on Francis 
Beart’s Siiverstone, at 
Crystai Paiace. 
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headlines = sales. However, not all enjoyed the experience, 
including 'Crasher' Crowder, who fell heavily in April and 
then again in May from the Woolley entered Silverstone, 
and Reg Everett, who all but totalled his factory model 
at Mallory Park. Much later Crasher was to admit his 
was in no fit state to race again only a month after his 
April spill and was also off colour as he bumped away 
the Woolley Kreidler 50 in the year's loM TT and while 
Reg walked away from his crash unhurt, he was now 
without a ride, until Brian Woolley offered him his RAS. 

Keen for publicity opportunities, Greeves supplied 
an RAS to the Motor Cycle’s David Dixon for a racer test 
with a difference - in a race. At 13 -plus stone, the tall 
Dixon dwarfed the Silverstone but with a Thundersley 
team comprising Ron Gill and Bob Mills, he was in 
with a chance, posting a few decent laps for the waiting 
cameras. Rusty on two -stroke matters, Dixon was last 
away in his heat by a country mile, then rode through 
the back/mid markers to finish sixth to secure a place in 
the 250cc final of this Brands Hatch Clubman's meeting. 
With a better start in the final, Dixon took a hard-fought 
third place. And many clubmen identified with Dixon's 
efforts rather than the excellent rides posted by the 
sponsored men. More good publicity. 

Another big Silverstone player was drawn into the 
scene by chance - so the story goes - and who are we to 
question a good yarn? Reg Orpin (of London specialist 
Velocette shop, L Stevens) was at Brands Hatch for 
mid-week testing with his sponsored racer Allan Harris. 
Greeves sales manager, Derry Preston-Cobb, was on 
hand to supervise Greeves testing when it is claimed 
Orpin approached Preston-Cobb asking if Harris could 
take a ride, and within laps he was near the 250cc lap 
record. After lunch, Allan pestered for another ride, then 
binned it. Reg is supposed to have uttered to Derry; "As 
he's dropped it. I'd better buy it." And so started the Orpin 
Silverstone episode, with Reg often claiming the only 
thing he knew about two-strokes involved grass cutting! 

While the Silverstone continued its success through 
the season, its loM TT debut was a near failure. From six 
entries, including Joe Dunphy and Reg Everett, only Allan 
Harris was to finish, in eighth at 81.47mph, more than 23 
minutes astern of Jim Redman's winning factory Honda. 

Whether motivated on economy grounds or solely 
a quest for more power, Greeves introduced a new 
Silverstone in May 1964. Thundersley announced a 



Above: The RBS 
Silverstone Mk.2, with 
the Greeves Challenger- 
type engine. Picture from 
May 1964. 

Below: The 350cc 
Greeves Oulton, 
introduced in mid-1968. 
Just 21 production 
models were made. 



riding an unJoiown quantity, a few minutes on he'd 
recorded the SiJverstone's first win, by more than V4 
mile, at 70.27mph. And hours later in race 20 he won 
again, trailed by NSUs, Hondas, Ducatis, Aermacchis, 
VeJocettes... 

Jnstantiy, the legitimacy of the Greeves was doubted. 
A factory- fresh standard 250cc two-stroJce single 
couldn't go that quicJdy. Jn the paddock off came the 
head. Jt measured 249cc. Off came the barrel and 



piston - no dodgy practice here either. Jn fact, the 
Silverstone wasn't breathing well because the 
inlet tract was masJced slightly by an iJJ-fitting 
gasJcet, so, boys, it could have gone even faster! 

And for the record, Tom enjoyed two 350cc 
and two 500cc wins on the Junior/Senior 
Manx Nortons during his day. 

While the Silverstone debuted briJJiantiy, 
the Gloucester maJcer Cotton wasn't left 
behind. Cotton had signed weJJ-Joiown Kent 
racer and winner of the 1962 Lightweight 
250cc JoM TT, Derek Minter, as development 
rider and worJcs entry. Often, DereJc worJced with 
development models rather than standard over-the- 
counter ViJJiers StarmaJcer-powered TeJstars. 

After a bad start at the season's opening meeting at 
MaJJory Park, Minter proved the Cotton. Jn the early 
stages Robin Good (ex-Peter JnchJey Ariel Arrow) Jed 
MiJce Hailwood (John Surtees entered Ducati) with 
Minter down the field. On Jap five, Hailwood powered 
past Good, as Derek shook off his bad start to carve his way 
past the field on the works Cotton into third place. On lap 
eight Derek passed Robin, and with the crowd on tip toes, 
he reduced Hailwood's lead by a second per lap to loose 
out to Mike by J0.6 seconds. While Hailwood won at a 
race speed of 79.67mph, Minter's Cotton broke the track's 
250cc lap record posting 8 J.82mph. 

Unnoticed by many, riders including Alan Dugdale, Bill 
Smith and John Dixon were testing the new DMW Hornet. 
Like the Cotton, it was Starmaker powered and weighing 
2 JOlbs the Midlands-built racers would soon be on offer 
at £295. Greeves, Cotton and DMW were aiming at the 
identical niche market, and it is not surprising they were 
priced similarly. 

Returning to Greeves, Joe Dunphy enjoyed his public 
debut at the South London Crystal Palace circuit. During 
the day he won all but one race including his 250cc 
heat and final on the Beart Greeves, setting fastest lap 
en route. Jt continued the successful ways 
Bert Greeves knew from his trials and 
scrambles experience: wins = press 



o 
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Greeves | Silverstone part II 



Above: Rhodesian 
Gordon Keith with the 
I Reg Orpin Siiverstone, 
1964. 



Left: David Dixon 
takes part in a 
Ciubman meeting at 
Brands Hatch. He 
finished third in his 
finai. 







Right: Keith races 
to victory in the 
reintroduced 
Lightweight Manx GP 
in 1964. 
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O new scrambler, the 24MX1 Challenger with an all-new 
Greeves engine - in effect a Greeves development, 
involving an Alpha-built crankshaft, Stefa flywheel 
magneto, Greeves crankcases, barrel and cylinder 
head, in February 1964. And the new Silverstone, coded 
the RBS, was unveiled in time for the year's loM TT. 
Behind the scenes it is suggested Bert Greeves had been 
working on an all-Greeves engine as far back as 1958, 
but it is likely this would have been a 197cc unit. 

Despite an entry of eight machines, both sponsored 
and privateer, only one Greeves ridden by Reg Everett 
finished the 1964 250cc Lighweight TT, last and eighth. 

It is worth mentioning that a field of 65 began the race, 
which was won by Redman from Alan Shepherd's 
works MZ. 





Thanks to porting and exhaust development by Brian 
Woolley, the RBS engine pulled from SOOOrpm, was on 
song at 6000 and gave peak power between 7 -SOOOrpm. 
Early models developed serious misfires, which Bob 
Mills and Woolley remedied, and problems with the 
five-speed gearbox/ clutch. Brian solved the issue on his 
machine by fitting a tougher four-speed box. 

Back at base after the TT, Orpin forgot lawnmowers 
to set his sights on the newly reinstated 250cc Manx 
GR Development, assisted by Bob Mills, was aimed at 
reliability rather than all-out short circuit performance. 
With Reg's rider Harris crashing heavily in August and 
encased in plaster for months, his pal Gordon Keith 
had taken over the ride. The factory refused Mills paid 
time for the Manx fortnight so he took holiday leave to 
go as part of Orpin's team. 

Of the 86 entries published for the 1964 
Lightweight, 14 were Greeves mounted, six Cotton and 
controversially one - Dennis Craine - was on a factory- 
built Royal Enfield. On race day three differing Enfields 
lined up. And at the last minute three DMWs joined the 
fray. Craine's Enfield caused problems as it didn't meet 
race criteria, though Geoff Duke persuaded officials it 
was okay as all component parts were production items, 
just not necessarily from one machine! So it raced, 
retired and no one bothered to protest. 

On race day it was newcomer Keith, on what the 
period press described as a Greeves Silverstone Mk.2, 
who enjoyed the win at 86.19mph for the 151 -mile race, 
and fastest lap of 87.6 Imph, by more than a minute 
from Rex Butcher's Aermacchi with Terry Grotefeld 
(Aermacchi) third. Erom 1 1 starters six Greeves' 
finished, many of whom had been helped by Bob Mills, 



Above: Manxman Dennis 
Craine ciaimed victory 
in the 1965 Lightweight 
Manx GP. 

Beiow: Trevor Burgess 
did pienty of winning 
from 1965-67 on 
Greeves. This is Maiiory 
Park in 1967. 



who became 'Mr Greeves' in the loM. 

The 1965 loM TT was another disaster for Greeves 
with no finishers from seven starters (eight entries) 
and again Reg Orpin was on the Island for the Manx, 
this time with leading runner Dennis Craine. Erom the 
flag Craine gunned for victory, breaking the lap record 
from a standing start with 88.27mph. But as a sign of 
things to come the Yamaha twin of Brian Warburton 
gave chase and a last-lap misfire from Creg-ny-Baa on 
the final lap slowed the Greeves. Still, at the finish it 
was Craine by almost 17 seconds from Warburton, with 
Peter Williams (Greeves) third. Craine's race speed was 
a record 88.37mph with a new lap best of 89.48mph. 

After the 1964 season RBS came the RCS, RDS and 
RES 1965-67. Arguably improved in detail and with 
uprated cosmetic finish for the RES, Brian Woolley later 
stated no real development continued and the work he 
carried out on his Greeves was ignored by the factory. 
However, proof of the pudding was enjoyed by Brian in 
1966-67 as northerner Trevor Burgess rode the Woolley 
Greeves to many wins and places. 

Seemingly embarrassed by the road-racing scene, 
Greeves dropped Silverstone production in 1967, then 
mid- 1968 announced the 344cc Oulton, priced at 
£450. The prototype went well but the 21 production 
models less so. lust as the Silverstone enjoyed a 
rapid rise it also endured a brief final hour. In effect 
by 1967 it was under developed and no match for 
the tide of production Yamaha twins, Suzuki T20 
roadster twin- derived racers, plus the Ducati and 
Aermacchis whose owners, sponsors and riders 
had continually developed them. The Silverstone 
continued as favourite for newcomers and old hands 



in club events. 

Today, the sight of a Silverstone at the track, sprint 
strip or show puts a smile on the face of many of 
us. And with a good survival rate the reality is, the 
ownership of one of these pieces of history needs 
cost no more than a four-year-old sportsbike. And 
in case you wondered the Woolley Kreidler 50 
survives too. . . 



74 THE CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE | JANUARY 2016 



Opinion | Roy Poynting 
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Ixion's words of wisdom 

Canon Basil H Davies was an extremely well-read and generally 
intelligent man, and had many interesting things to say about his 
experiences in the pioneering days of motorcycling. 



couple of months ago I wrote 
enthusiastically about the Motor 
Cycle Cavalcade written hy Canon 
B H Davies under his non de plume 
of Ixion. I found it fascinating, hut 
I couldn't honestly say it was an easy read; Davies's 
privileged formal education resulted in some extremely 
flowery and archaic language. For instance he refers to 
trials experts as 'Chamois' riders' and says they conquer 
"the craziest obstacles which nature provides to prohibit 
any form of wheeled transport... by daintier methods, 
the almost imperceptible twitch of the forefinger on 
a twistgrip which provides precisely the tiny push of 
the power requisite to clamber over a greasy rock step 
without generating the wheelspin which might halt the 
machine." Phew! 

And his conclusions aren't always logical, such as 
claiming that while Wimbledon champions need "the 
frame of a young Hercules',' motor cycling champions 
"do not reach their peak until nearly 40'! That might have 
been typical when the book was written in 1950, but 
was surely the result of almost any youngster being 
able to buy a pair of plimsolls and a tennis racket, 
but having little chance of mounting a Manx Norton 
unless he was old enough to have proved his worth 
before the war. Strangely, Ixion noted Geoff Duke's 
precocious talent, but failed to see how it undermined 
his own conclusions. 

While I'm nit-picking, I can't resist a wry smile at 
his comment that by 1930 a good motorcycle had 
"ripened into almost the automatism of a typewriter 
with any serious failure coming as an absolute shock'! 
And among the 1950 roadsters which he reckons 
our "fine industry produces with knowledge, skill and 
determination" he eulogises the LE Velocette; seemingly 
unaware that demand for what he calls the "Everyman 
design" would inevitably fade once motorists could 
afford cars, despite noting how the inexpensive Ford 
Model T had practically killed the two -wheeled industry 
in the USA. 

But if Ixion was a bit erratic with his predictions, he 
couldn't fail to be bang on the money looking back 
over his own riding career; and what really makes the 
Cavalcade so absorbing is his warts-and-all recollection 
of the pioneer motorcycling he personally experienced. 

He records, for example that when he first took to the 
road in about 1900; "there was not one single square 
yard of either Tarmac or concrete on British roads'! 
Instead they were "constructed of layers of two-inch 
stones, pasted down with mud by a 10 ton roller'! And 




Roy Poynting has 
been a regular 
contributor to The 
Classic Motorcycle 
since 1995 when he 
entered and won a 
writing competition. 
A veteran of many 
restorations, he 
continues to be an 
enthusiastic rider. 



he even remembers lonely workers breaking rocks 
by the roadside; their work often being wasted if the 
surface was used before the roller could arrive. "In 
some areas," he adds, "especially limestone districts, 
waterbound roads could be extremely slippery 
in certain conditions of moisture. Cobblestones, 
tramlines and stone sets always suggested caution'! 
Unsurprisingly he reports that the disintegrating effects 
of carts, horses and weather "soon destroyed the 
binding and the surface began to break up into every 
type of pothole." 

Even worse was the dust nuisance caused by this 
method of road construction. Ixion claims the passage 
of a heavy car resulted in "beige dust clouds often a 
mile in length and 20 feet high',' and goes on to say how 
the dust "made eyes smart, fouled ears and noses and 
went straight through clothing. Nor was the dust clean 
road matter. It was full of decaying organic filth - the 
pounded droppings of horse, cow and pig'! Yuk! 

The problems didn't stop there as Ixion explains 
in a chapter titled A Pioneer Takes a Ride. His 
house happened to be in a dip in the road, so the 
usual methods of starting the engine by "attaining 
some impetus and then vaulting into the saddle" or 
"pedalling away" were impractical. Instead, he normally 
pushed 30 yards up one side of the dip in order to get a 
flying start at the opposite gradient! 

"Once away," he continues, "progress was usually easy 
and pleasant until one met a terrified horse or a hill'! 

He casually mentions that a motorcyclist would have 
to push up inclines like Porlock or Sunrising, but adds 
(hopefully tongue in cheek) that "quite a percentage of 
pioneer motor cyclists resembled university oarsmen, 
in that they died of heart trouble in middle age!" 
Animals and hills encountered simultaneously naturally 
proved an impossible obstacle, and "on such occasions 
it paid to go back to the bottom and hope for better luck 
on the next attempt'! 

Despite all that, Ixion could still round off a chapter 
with: "The fact that I never for a moment lost my gusto 
in the new hobby proves that the tribulations were not 
excessive, and usually had their funny side." No wonder 
he became a legend in his own lifetime! 



^When Ixion first took to the 
road they weren’t made of 
Tarmac or concrete,” 
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A brief chat with.., 

Iain Gwynn 

Words: MICHAEL BARRACLOUGH Photography: IAIN GWYNN & DRAGANFLY MOTORCYCLES 

lain joined the family business, Draganfly Motorcycles, in 2004, where his expertise 
with computers and all things classic was put to great use. lain established the website 
and the online shop, which now provides roughly 40% of the company's custom. 



ain Gwynn and his father, Roger, are 
the driving force behind Draganfly 
Motorcycles. Beginning as one of 
Britain's leading suppliers of Ariel spares 
and, in the mid-1990s, diversifying into 
the purveyance of BSA spares as well, Draganfly 
Motorcycles has enjoyed nearly 40 years in business 
since first opening up shop in 1976. 

Iain is in charge of Draganfly's online services, which 
include a website, online shop and, most recently, a 
channel on YouTube. 

Iain has been entrenched in the classic scene since 
he was little. As a youngster he was regularly brought 
along to the Stafford show with the Draganfly crew, 
though nowadays most business is conducted 
via mail order, as taking the van out to events 
became uneconomical. 

Nowadays Iain makes sure that the company's online 
operations run smoothly, as well as trying to find ways 
to further increase the level of service that Draganfly 
Motorcycles can provide. This can either be finding 
new suppliers or working with current ones to increase 
Draganfly's range of parts. 



Above: lain Gwynn 
outside Draganfiy’s 
premises in Bungay, 
Suffoik. 

Right, top: An Ariei 
Leader up on the 
workshop bench. 

Right, beiow: 
Draganfiy 
Motorcycies has 
been in business 
since 1976, and 
is one of Britain’s 
foremost exponents 
of Ariei and BSA 
spares. 



Can you tell me a little of the history of 
Draganfly Motorcycles? 

Dad started the company in August 1976 in London. We 
moved to Suffolk when I was about two and moved into 
the building we've been in ever since, so that would 
have been about 1984. 

Dad started with just Ariels and then moved on 
to Beezers. fust after, Michael Freeman (of Michael 
Freeman Motors) was retiring, and dad said: "Okay, 
we'll buy all of your spares." That was in 1996. We 
acquired a lot of bits there... and just continued. It helps 
there is a good crossover with AIOs and Huntmasters, it 
is actually relatively simple for us to flick between Ariel 
and BSA. 

We've also purchased Craven Equipment, which 
we've been trying to get off the ground. I started here 
in 2004 with the intention of taking over from my uncle 
years later, because he was retiring. 



What was your first classic motorcycle? 

Technically I didn't really get a classic bike until I took 
over from my uncle, then I acquired all the ones from 
Draganfly. Dad owns the front half and I own the back 
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^ When I was little my dad let 
me ride a 1954 James to the 
bottom of the garden once, 
though 1 promptly fell off it. ’’ 

half. The first classic bike I properly rode - because I 
did have an old GS125 Suzuki which, in modern circles 
could be classified as old, though it was only 1982/83 - 
was a 1965 Ariel Arrow. I rode it to Germany, and so I 
did about 800 miles in a week on it. It was very nice, and 
a lot of people asked: ''What are you doing turning up 
on that? It's only a 250cc two -stroke" - but it was easy to 
manage, easy to look after and could easily keep up 
with traffic. When I was little my dad let me ride a 
1954 James to the bottom of the garden once, though I 
promptly fell off it. 

Do you have a favourite classic bike? 

iVe sort of got three. iVe got the Ariel Arrow, mainly 
because I rode it to Germany. My dad's got a 1939 Ariel 
VA, which is a 500cc side-valve and it makes cycling 
look quick, but it is in perfect barn-find condition as it 
were, it came from Queensland, Australia. It has a little 
competitor's number on the front mudguard, which 
is lovely. I also quite like rigid Bantams. I remember 
I met up with the Bantam Owners' Club at Stafford. 
Lovely blokes. 

From my research, I understand that you were 
instrumental in setting up the company's 
online presence, particularly the website and 
online shop? 

When I left school I went to university to study 
computer science but I didn't really enjoy the course - it 
wasn't particularly what I wanted to do. 

Dad and I had been talking for some time about 
the fact that my uncle - his brother - was going to be 
retiring at some point and I thought to myself: "Right 
Iain, imagine it; a couple of years down the line, you've 
completed university, what are you going to do?" My 
answer was that I'd go and work for Draganfly. So I 
thought I didn't need to finish university, so I left there 
and then, and went off to Draganfly. 

When I started in 2004, the computer system was 
ancient - 1 mean truly ancient. Before I started at 
Draganfly I had already designed a website for the 
company, so expanded on that and kept it going. We've 
recently started up a YouTube channel and we've got 
an incredibly professional video of us showing people 
how to check out their plunger suspension and I think, 
nowadays, more and more people turn to the internet 
for quick answers. 

What we're also finding is that more and more people 
are new to this, and obviously we don't want to leave 
them behind or to ignore them. They can email us, look 
at our YouTube channel, website or even send us a letter 
for help, support and to place orders. 

Has the online shop been successful in helping 
you sell your wares further afield? 

It really has. We ship to six continents so the website is 
invaluable to us. Australia, for instance, can be 10-12 
hours ahead of us, and so customers there either have 



IAIN AND 
ROGER 
GWYNN’S 
TIMELINE 

1970 

Roger passes his 
bike test. 

1976 

Draganfly 
Motorcycles is 
formed. 

1977 

Roger buys his 
first Ariel (1956 
FH 650cc twin). 

1984 

Draganfly 
relocates to 
Bungay, Suffolk. 

1996 

Draganfly 
Motorcycles 
starts selling 
BSA spares. 

1994 

A 12-year-old 
lain rides his first 
classic bike (and 
unfortunately 
falls off it). 

2004 

lain joins 
Draganfly 
Motorcycles. 

2013 

Draganfly 
purchases a 
significant 
quantity of 
stock from USA- 
based company 
Domiracer. 

2015 

Draganfly 
Motorcycles 
purchases 
Lightning spares. 




to phone us late at night or just go online. I think about 
40% of our custom comes from the website, and we'd 
really like to try and increase that. 

In the past year we've taken on someone to help with 
the website, and their job is to look after the IT side of it. 
We're also trying to get more and more pictures online. 
We've got about 14,000 parts and I think I've 'only' got a 
couple of thousand pictures. 

Is demand for Ariel and BSA spares still 
consistently steady? 

Yeah, I would say so. What we find is, as the value of 
smaller bikes goes up, what people seem to be restoring 
is changing. That's another reason why we're looking to 
expand and diversify. As long as the bikes have a value 
people will always want to have them. You look at any 
advert out there on the television, if they're trying to 
show something with a bit of class or something like 
that, they'll put a classic vehicle in it. 

Do you find you sell more stock in the run-up 
to the colder winter months, when people are 
riding less and tinkering more? 

Not really, it doesn't seem to make much difference. We 
can have one week which will be a record high and the 
next week which will be a record low. It doesn't seem to 
have much rhyme or reason. August can be a bit quiet 
because people go away on holiday, and Christmas 
is a bit quieter, but we do close for a week. 

^^More and more people are 
new to this, and we don't 
want to leave them behind." 










■i‘REB«S * 



11^:5 



CONTACT: Draganfly Motorcycles 01986 894798 or contact Draganfly via the website at www.draganfly.co.uk 
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® OO' Men who mattered | Gus Kuhn 



Gus Kuhn 

‘Old Father Gus’ as he was occasionally and affectionately known in his later 
years, was a notable speedway rider, as well as the owner and proprietor of Gus 
Kuhn Motors. He passed away in 1966, though his legacy endured, helped along 
by both his shop in London and the Gus Kuhn Racing team. 

Words: MICHAEL BARRACLOUGH Photography: MORTONS MEDIA ARCHIVE 



peedway star Gus Kuhn was born 
on October 17, 1898 in Birmingham. 

He was of primarily English descent, 
though his paternal grandfather was 
German. Not much is known about 
his childhood (which perhaps isn't surprising, seeing 
as it took place more than 100 years ago) but, when he 
reached the appropriate age, he served in both 
the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve (RNVR) and 
the Royal Flying Corps (RFC). Nevertheless, it is 
for his exploits astride a motorcycle and, in later 
life, as the proprietor of Gus Kuhn Motors that he 
is best remembered. 

Gus Kuhn was riding motorcycles long before 
the advent of speedway. In the early 1920s (and 
even before then, by some accounts) he was 
riding lightweight Levis motorcycles in trials, 
hill climbs and scrambles all over the country. 

Rough riding was very much his forte, and was 
something that stood him in good stead for his 
later speedway career, but he also enjoyed some 
success in the Isle of Man TT, an event in which 
he rode a plethora of different machines including a 
Sun in the Lightweight TT of 1922, one of Coventry's 
Omega motorcycles in the 1924 Ultra-Lightweight TT, 
and a Velocette and Douglas in the 1925 Junior and 
Senior TT races respectively. His best finish was fifth in 
the Junior TT of 1926, a feat he accomplished astride 
a Velocette. 

Gus was a competitor in the first speedway event to 
take place in Britain. This was at High Beech in 1928. 

Gus was quite the family man at this point, too, with a 
wife and four daughters to support. He identified that a 
sojourn into speedway might be a particularly profitable 
career move, especially for somebody with as much 
off-road riding expertise as he had. He joined Stamford 
Bridge and became captain, and this is where the 
beginning of his legacy was born. He was an extremely 
talented speedway rider and was rarely defeated during 
his tenure at Stamford Bridge. He even rode in the first 
ever International 'Test Match,' representing England 
when they took on Australia in 1930. 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that Gus Kuhn was up 

for any caper on two wheels. One such story tells of A very young-looking 

when he rode the Wall of Death for a publicity stunt ® Kuhn taking a 

. ^ , . , . . „ break in his race 

- against a roller skater! One thing that is universally ieathers. 

accepted is that Gus was a very talented mechanic, and 



^^Gus Kuhn 
was an 
extremely 
talented 
speedway 
rider, seldom 
defeated,’^ 




would always fix up his own machines before and after 
he raced. Stamford Bridge closed in 1932, and from 
here he joined the Wimbledon Dons, where he stayed 
until 1937. The year 1932 was a big one for Gus; not only 
owing to the closure of the Stamford Bridge team, which 
culminated in his move to Wimbledon, but he also 
started his own company, Gus Kuhn Motors, that same 
year. Initially the company had premises on Paradise 
Road and just around the corner on Clapham Road. 
These premises were the workshop and showroom 
respectively, though both were demolished in the 
1950s to make room for a block of flats. 

As soon as the Second World War ended Gus 
bought new showroom premises across the road 
from his original showroom. Marian - one of Gus' 
daughters - soon took up an administration position 
at Gus Kuhn Motors, and the family atmosphere at 
the shop was further strengthened, but when Gus' 
wife fell ill he decided to delegate responsibility for 
the daily operations of the shop to a chap called 
Vincent Davey, who had been recommended by a 
friend. Gus left to look after his wife, and so Davey 
became the captain of the good ship Gus Kuhn Motors 
in 1948. 

Gus' business enterprise ticked over nicely, and 
he still competed in the occasional trial or hill climb. 
He was still doing a bit of speedway at this point too, 
but he had no club association and so it was largely 
for fun. His last known affiliation with a club was 
with the Southampton Saints in 1939. Meanwhile at 
Gus Kuhn Motors, Vincent completely overhauled 
the London premises and helped turn it into a more 
profitable organisation. He was managing director 
at this point, and Gus was free to spend time with 
his loved ones in what would unfortunately be the 
twilight of his life. 

Gus passed away on August 30, 1966 at age 67. He 
had been ill for some time and so his passing, though 
regrettably early, was not entirely unexpected. Two 
years after his death Gus Kuhn Racing was born, and 
the race team used the new Norton Commando. 

The team endured until 1979. Many top racers rode 
for Gus Kuhn Racing, including Ken Redfern, Dave 
Croxford and Mick Andrew. 

Fondly remembered by all who knew him, Gus' his 
name is still emblazoned above his old premises on _ 
Clapham Road as lasting reminder of 'Old Father Gus! 
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A SELECTION OF TOP SPECIALISTS FOR YOUR CLASSIC INVESTMENT 





^storation . 

Put off the jobs no longer. 

It’s time to break out the spanners... 



As the riding season reaches its natural conclusion, with 
long, dark, winter nights and salted roads, attention 
invariably turns to readying machinery for next 
season. Now is the time to tackle all those little 
five minute johs which have heen put off as we 
make do and mend during the summer months, 
in an effort to keep the show on the road. 

That irritating oil leak you Ve put up with all year? 

Well, now's the time to sort it. Slightly dragging 
clutch and stiff gearchange? Put it off no longer, set 
to and rectify. Uneven tickover? Get those carhs 
balanced correctly, or even invest in new ones - 
the difference it makes is often staggering. 

Once all those tasks have been attended to, 
and everything is back to its best, perhaps it's also 
the time to contemplate making a start on the 
project you're to begin 'one day! . . 




DAWSON 



For good straight no-nonsense 
Yorkshire attention to your engine/ 
gearbox and ail cycle parts. 
Components repaired, overhauied 
or even made from scratch. 
Bring those problem parts along 
for expert advice. 

R. D. Engineering^ Unit 90^, 
Length waite Grange Ind. Estate, 
South Kirkby, Nr Pontefract, 
WYdrks WF9 3AP 
Tel: (01977) 649816 
Fax: (01977) 649816 
Email: pdengin^gifiailpCOifi 



tanks@unit24.biz 



FUELTANK 
REPAIR CENTRE 



Specialising in the application of 
ethanol- resistant liners. 

Now selling 
TapoxTXlO 
preparation 
and lining 
kits through our 
websfte. 




For full details see 

ww w.u n it24.biz 



Phone: 01409 2S4750 
Meb: 07585 006433 
Email. tanks@>unit24.bix 

AIL MA/OR CREDIT CAROS ACCEPTED 




RICHMOND CLASSIC 

MOTORCYCLE RESTORATIONS LTD 



MoT and Service Repairs 

Full Restoration services to all levels, starting with sympathetic 
re-commissloning to maintain the original patina built up over 
the years, through to concou rs show standard 



I Unit 5,- Racecourse Courts Gallowfields Ind. 6stv 
Richniond, North Yorkshire DL1 0 4SP. 

T/F: 01748 821120 Mob: 07770 28750S E: lnfo@rc-mr.cotn 




ALLDENS EXHAUSTS 



We can build to your bike and copy 
a pattern, or re-design the exhaust 
system if needed. 

We are sympathetic to the sty fe of your 
bike, and will retain it's original took. 
Please ring or e-mail to discuss your 
requirements. 



Spedafists in making BESPOKE STAINLESS 
STEEL EXHAUST SYSTEMS for British and 
foreign made bikes 



DEN TIETZE 

Ardg raft Works, Newt oft Business Park, Market Rasen, Lines LN8 3WA 
Phone: 01673 862286 Mob; 07S95 448713 
Emal I : sales@tubeeng i nee rs.co. u k 




IlMlael 



Email: ryan@bombatteries.co.uk 

www.bombatteries.co.uk 

Office: 22b South Street, Owston Ferry, Doncaster DNS 1RP 
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In the Workshop 

V("v JT 

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE THE CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE TEAM 



STAINLESS FASTENERS, NUTS, BOLTS & STUDS 

Aqua Bead Blasting 

The Professional Finish ForAiuminium Far^ 

CNC woiIl undertaken 



Fiilintngcoi . _ 
and repairs for 

LAVKRDA 

OiOtorcydeih 



X,^ Stntuis Roftil, Forticeit-Fjnd, 
Nf Nendtb, Norfolk NR Iti IHT 



Fa&t professional Auvt arouBd - aver 46 years in the 
matorcyete tmde! 

)(Hota(ia CtO Ovem 

Tel: 01953 78^20 ^kon 



Anson Classic Restorations 

^ Sidecar Specialists 

-- Sa les 










Visit our online shop - www.motalia.net 



BSA GOLD STAR AI0/B3I ('4i ’63> [Cafe Racer Parts 



MoT 

Service 

Restorations 



■ -£ 



www.ansonclassic.co.uk 

sales@ansotidassic.co*u k 

Unit 4K, GeLders Hall Ind. Est. Shepshed, Leicester LE12 9NH 
01509 502534 



STAINLISS I mi o ^ r|| , 
Fuliraaige of parts in I pn I Iif ! 1 1 ill * 
stainless. I^teners, I P * | * 

aS;JSS^Iisl*«>i|| I *'IIK 

Straps. Swing arm f \*l|| II! ^ * 

pins, Ebrkseal holders, ® \ iiTnm;ii /' 

ChiJncase screws. L HOffl \ 

Clip-ans + much more. 

All Parts now avail^le on the easy to use website 



REAR SETS 
E 1 Hand made ^ 



BEIU> LAMP BRACKETS 



i^tew RANGE orv 
PLUNGER PARTS 
NOW AVAILABLE 



SlTXfEHArd HAl.f. LiUfH, 

WUrOlTELD, DISS, 

NORFOliK IPa 1 5W 

Tel 01 SIS SSfi 130 www, b arleycor n , co .uk 



Stainless 

C1IF-0NS& SWAN NECKS 

* Stainless^, 
(Cnatom sixes Availahlo> 

GOLD STAR Stainless 
“ 




r n • CLASSIC PAINTWORK 

ap uEsiq n. pbstoration services 

Classic motorcycle paintwork, lining, petrol tank 
repairs and restoration. 

WWVU.gddesign.CO.uk or for more information call: 

0790 424 4567 / 01858 575480 



Specialist in Motorbike & Car Parts 
Restoration, Powder Coating, 
Bead Blasting, Vapour Blasting 
PENNINE POWDER COATINGS 

penninepowdercoat@>hotmail.co.uk 
07736 771 759 • Todmorden 

www.penninepowdercoatings.com 




Heritage Motorcycles 

keeping classic and retro motorcycles on the 
road and at their best 
Classic & Retro Motorcycle Repairs, Servicing 
Sl Restoration 
Hampshire 01264 S61444 
www.heritage-motorcycles.co.iik • heritage@bikerider.com 



TYRE-FINDER 



AUias 




Tested by 
Tim Britton 



>, TRIALS &ENDURO 

Classic Tyres may be a problem to you 



4.00 X 1 9 Road/Trials 

3.00 X 23 Road/Trials 



3.25 X 19 Road/Trial 
300 X 20 H02 Road 



HELP LINE FROM 9AM TO 9PM 



MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE 



Call Mick, Sally, Aimi. 

0345 230 1966. 

Mobile 07796 188283 
Email; info@tyre-finder.co.uk 
Website: www.tyre-finder.co.uk 



LP. Williams 



I T upMPg - ^'y “s »" 

■ ^ Triumph spares, we have a /ii/ge sfocJc 



Est. 1976 



Try our new web site with 
improved parts search facility 



of parts lor most machines post-1968 
and much for earlier machines. 



IVE NOIV HAVE THE TWIN DISC CONVERSION KIT IN STOCK 



• Send £1.50 for Price Lists • Mail/Phone orders welcome • Exports a speciality 
• Next day dispatch worldwide • Prices plus VAT 

Unit 3 South Barn, Low West End, Ciaughton, Lancaster LA2 9JX Tel: 01524 770956 Fax: 01524 771875 



V^ebs/te: wivw.tr/umph-spares.co.u/c Email: sales@triumph~spares.co.uk 
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®O0* Opinion | Jerry Thurston 



■c- 



Worrying about 
the workshop 

Many of us classic bike buffs keep our prized machines safely under lock and 
key to prevent insidious characters from pilfering them under cover of night, but 
sometimes the contents of our workshops can also be a target to the light-fingered. 



ast night I was reading a report in the 
local paper about a chap who had 
his workshop completely cleared 
out hy burglars. I know worse things 
happen, but this is particularly nasty, 
because a workshop is such a personal thing. There 
was not much detail in the story but it was sufficient to 
get me thinking: 'Tf I had to start all over again with an 
empty shed what would I choose to replace first?" 

Before I even started considering tools I reckoned 
that I would begin with modifications to the shed itself. 
iVe always regretted not building what I term a 'dirty 
area! Into this would go a blast cabinet and a strip 
bench; somewhere that initial disassembly and cleaning 
could be done without spreading all the dust, dirt and 
oily detritus into the rest of the shed, this inevitably 
covering what has already been restored with a fine 
layer of nastiness. 

I never did get around to buying a proper motorcycle 
workbench either, resorting to sitting on the floor when 
it came to things like engine and gearbox oil. That was 
never entirely satisfactory, so my next purchase would 
be one of these. I can only imagine how much easier life 
would be. 

Tools would be a given. At the very minimum Td plump 
for nice sets of combination spanners in all imperial and 
metric sizes, ideally two of each of the more useful ones - 
like V 2 inch - plus top quality sockets to match. 

After 20 or so years of owning one, I would be unable 
to live without a lathe. I resort to mine three evenings 
out of five for a variety of different jobs, such as making 
one-off bolts or simple spacers. After many years with 
a little Myford I bought a larger B oxford 500 VSL, which 
I love. This would need to be directly replaced. While 
I was at it, a friend of mine owns a Boxford milling 
machine of similar age to the lathe. iVe been gently 
hinting that it needs to be rehomed, and this would be 
the ideal opportunity to pile on the pressure and get it 
into my lair. 

Over the years I have also accumulated a lot of 
air tools, everything from air-screwdrivers through 
to impact wrenches and on to grinders. On mature 




Jerry Thurston 
bought his first 
vintage motorcycie 
when he was 17. 

For a time he 
was The Classic 
Motorcycle 
advertising manager. 
Now 30 years on 
from buying his 
first oid bike, Jerry 
stiii owns and 
ioves them and is 
especiaiiy fond of 
fast, noisy 
fiat-trackers. 



^ As I continued to write I started 
thinking about all the stuff that I 
don’t consider until I need it,” 



reflection I wouldn't be replacing anything but the 
grinders, everything else is just a bit too brutal. 

My imagined re-equip would also be the ideal 
opportunity to reduce some of the clutter. I do wonder if 
I would replace some of the larger items that have found 
their way into the mix. A 25 -ton shop -press is useful 
when it's needed but it's not needed often, and the 
same goes for my tool cabinets. I have two. One is filled 
with anything but useful tools, while the other contains 
everything else, most filed in the wrong drawers. 

I started this column thinking that, while it would 
undoubtedly be a horrible thing to have the contents of 
one's workshop stolen, providing you were adequately 
insured (and there is the rub) it could be something that 
you could recover from, and maybe even an opportunity 
to change and improve it. 

But as I continued to write I started thinking about 
all the stuff that I don't consider until I need it, the bits 
and bobs that I take for granted. Take my beloved lathe 
for instance; it has a plethora of associated gear like 
a big rack of collets, bought for a song at the time, but 
which, (if you could find them) second-hand, are over 
£5 each, steadies, extra gearing to convert from imperial 
to metric, the list goes on. 

Then there are all my special tools, either bought or 
made, and all of the extras I have accumulated. I reckon 
that if I had to start again today I would spend five 
years going for a tool that I used to own but is now no 
longer there. The reality is that I could never adequately 
replace the contents of a workshop that's taken some 35 
years to build up. 

This has made me rethink a couple of things, firstly 
my security arrangements. Big locks are all very well, 
but if a burglar is sufficiently determined then they are 
not much of an obstacle, so I've gone out and spent my 
Christmas bonus on an alarm, which is mains powered 
and has a battery backup. It's sensitive enough to detect 
a human being, but not so much that the shed mice 
set it off every evening. Secondly, I'm going to take 
out a standalone insurance policy for the workshop. 

For years I have had nice agreed value policies for my 
motorcycles but let my workshop fend for itself under 
a half-imagined clause in the house policy, when its 
contents are probably worth more than all the bikes put 
together. I must have been mad! 

I'd be willing to wager that most of us are woefully 
underinsured when it came to the contents of our 
workshops. My resolution for 2016 is, therefore, 
to become one of the small percentage who are 
properly covered! 
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ROBIN JAMES 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 



The Concours awards- winning British restorer of Classic 
Motorcycles, established 1979 



QUALITY MOTORCYCLE RESTORATION 

From just one component to a complete rebuild 
Whatever your needs, call 
Dave Rosser & Nick Cronin, ICO.B.L 



Clinton Road, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 ORJ 
Tel: 444(0)1568 612800 
w w w. robi njamesengineering services .com 




Over 2,000 

PislQn5 in slock 






& GP Products Mugs Posters T-shirts Helmets Etc, 



www.classlc-motorcvcles.co.uk Tel: 01624 814231 



MOTORCYCLE SHIPPERS 

OAKBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL 

QUALITY CASE PACKING AT OUR 
WAREHOUSE 

Bikes/Spares & Parts 

Exported Worldwide 

Contact Oakbridge on 01 799 51 3366 
for free advice and quotations 
neal@oakbridgelogistks.co.uk 
www.oakbridge-international.com 




UNITY EQUIPE 

Unity Converta engine plates etc 



50 voars of Oirefseas 
trade oKperiaace 

Now taking orders 
Manx Frame 
built speciafly for 
Harley Sportster 
engine & gearbox 

Callers & Collectors by appointment 
Tel: +44 ( 0)1 706 839059 E-mail: tritonmcs@aol.com 
Fax: +44 ( 0)1706 8393 aa www.unilyequipe.com 




WWW.RGMNORTON.C(^K | 



Motorcycle Brake Restoration Semce 



Have yottr old Hydraulic Brake Cylinders re-sleeved in Stainless Steel 




• Brake Master Cylinders • Brake Calipers 
* Kits. Seals and Parts • Brake Shoes Reltned 
* Parts available for: • Motorcycles, Cars, Commercial Vehicles 



PAST PARTS LTD 

Unit 4 ChaEQ Road. Northern Way Ind Estate. Bury St Edmunds. Suffolk IP32 6NT 

Tel: 01284 750729 Fax: 01284 756240 




Russell Motors 

The ^fecialisU for 

AJS & MATCHLESS 

BSA War Department M20 & M21. BSA B31 & B33. 
Norton singles and twins, 

Ariel War Department 350 wng. Amal & Lucas 

125/127 FALCON ROAD, BATTERSEA, LONDON SWI1 2PE 

Tel: 020 7228 1714 Fax: 020 7924 4273 

E-mail: russellmotors@btconnect.com 
www.russellmotors.co.uk 
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|: PUT TOO MUCH PRESSURE ON THAT OLD ROLT? } 

SNAPPED? STRIPPED THE THREADS? t 
DON’T WORDY THA T’S WHERE WE ARE SPECIALISTS! S 



UnI^^hreaD S 

SUPPUBS QUAUTYTHflBAO PEPAIB KtTS, mBRTS 
AND INSERT TAPS IN BSC, 85/; 55VK B4, UNF, UNC & 
METRIC. BY SPEEDY MAIL ORDER SERVICE. 

WE ALSO STOCK QUALITY TAPS, DIES, REAMERS, DRILLS, ETC. 

WWW.UNI-THREAD.COM 

CALL 01803 867832 or Fax 01803 667982 
for your free catalogue 

CARBON STEEL TAPS & DIES NOW AVAILABLE 

20% OFF ALL CARSON TAPS • 30% OFF ALL CARSON BIES 
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® OO' A Social History of Motorcycling | The Pioneers (1901-1924) 




The Pioneers 

(1901 to 1924) 

In this series of extracts from his forthcoming book, Mike Lewis 
looks at the evolution of social motorcycling in Britain and the USA. 



Words: MIKE LEWIS Photography: MORTONS MEDIA GROUP 



n December 12, 1896, an 
exciting new mode of transport 
featured on the front cover of 
Scientific American. Described 
as a 'motor cycle using benzine' 
and manufactured by Hildebrand & Wolfmiiller 
in Munich, Germany since 1894, the purpose- 
built machine was the first of its kind to reach a 
mass market. But although the company had big 
export plans for its twin- cylinder Motorrad, owner 
dissatisfaction with a complex starting procedure 
condemned it to a short production life. 

Early motorcycle builders in Britain and the USA 
generally tried to attach a proprietary single -cylinder 
petrol engine to a variant of the safety bicycle chassis, 
with established cycle firms such as Excelsior in 
Coventry and Orient in Waltham, Massachusetts, 
selling production models in this form before the 
century's end. Contemporary photographs suggest 
that motor-bicycle enthusiasts gathered at cycling 
clubs during the 'bicycle boom' of this period, but 
the first recorded meeting for the specific purpose 
of forming a motorcycle club was held in a London 
cafe, in November 1901. The resulting Motor Cycling 
Club (MCC) set about organising social runs, race 



meetings and long-distance reliability trials for 
its members, and it remains active as the longest- 
established motorcycle club in the world. 

Eebruary 1902 saw publication of the first issue 
of Motor Cycling, meriting a stand at that year's 
Automobile Show in London, and The Motor Cycle 
followed in 1903, doubling the scope for national 
coverage of topics relevant to enthusiasts. During 
this year, the Automobile Club of Great Britain and 
Ireland created the Auto -Cycle Club (ACC) with 
a sporting remit to test the qualities of machines 
and their riders, although it also offered social and 
tour-planning facilities for members. 1903 also 
brought into existence the first American motorcycle 
club, Yonkers MC (it should be noted that the letters 
'MC' have traditionally denoted any social type of 
motorcycle club in the USA). 

Rapid growth in the popularity of motorcycling 
brought a threat of restrictive legislation, which 
prompted Yonkers MC to host an open forum for 
interested parties at its clubhouse in Brooklyn, New 
York. The result was the Federation of American 
Motorcyclists (FAM), founded on September 7, 

1903 and defined in article one, section two of its 
constitution as follows: 



Above: Brilliant early 
motorcycling image, 
from 1910. The group 
of Californian riders 
were setting off 
on a 160-mile ride. 
Machines include three 
Indians, a Wagner and 
a Curtiss. 
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"Its objects shall be to encourage the use of 
motorcycles and to promote the general interests of 
motorcycling; to ascertain, defend and protect the 
rights of motorcyclists; to facilitate touring; to assist 
in the good roads movement; and to advise and assist 
in the regulation of motorcycle racing and other 
competition in which motorcycles engage." 

Britain's ACC was a founding member in 1904 of 
the international governing body for motorcycle sport, 
the Federation Internationale des Clubs Motocyclistes 
(FICM), which would later be renamed the FIM. 

The ACC was itself renamed the Auto -Cycle Union 
(ACU) in 1907, and went on to establish a series of 
trials and endurance events covering the whole of 
the British Isles. In similar sporting vein, the British 
Motorcycle Racing Club, also known as BMCRC or 





Above: The short-lived 
Hildebrand & Wolfmuller, 
made in Munich and the 
world’s first production 
motorcycle. 



Above left: Pioneering 
female rider Muriel Hind, 
with her Rex V-twIn The 
Blue Devil’ pauses in 
Newcastle during a 1908 
London-Edinburgh ride. 



Below: Riders mass for 
the start of a 1913 race, 
in America. Machines 
include an Excelsior 
(American X in the UK) 
sporting number 20. 



Bemsee, was founded in 1909 at Brooklands circuit in 
Surrey. Competition was then, as now, a great driver 
of technological advancement and both organisations 
survive to this day, the latter being recognised as the 
oldest motorcycle racing club in the world. 

The British Cycle and Motor Cycle Manufacturers 
and Traders Union, a forerunner of today's 
Motorcycle Industry Association (MCIA), was 
established in 1910 for the purposes of industry 
standardisation and trade protection. Female riders 
remained constrained by censorious attitudes in 
society, and only a few very determined women such 
as Agnes Muriel Hind, an early member of the MCC 
who was reputedly the first female in Britain to ride 
her own motorcycle, succeeded in competing on 
equal terms with men. The Motor Cycle championed 
the cause of women riders from the outset, and 
helped to persuade several manufacturers to produce 
open-framed ladies' models that could accommodate 
full-length skirts. O 
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O young American rider Carl Stearns Clancy, 
in the course of becoming the first person to travel 
around the globe by motorised means on his four- 
cylinder Henderson motorcycle, observed in 1912 
“many short, noisy, belt- driven English machines, 
but rarely without a side car attached," noting that 
students in Oxford got around “on bicycles by the 
hundreds and motorcycles by the score" Demand 
for new machines was such even relatively large 
manufacturers such as BSA could sell out their 
entire production runs, while regional clubs existed 
in sufficient numbers for The Motor Cycle to run a 
monthly series profiling the major ones. 

Following the British declaration of war on 
Germany in August 1914, the ACU stepped forward 
to help the War Office with the provision and 
training of motorcyclists. Many potential recruits 
were interviewed by the editor of The Motor Cycle, 
for military duties ranging from dispatch rider to 
ammunition carrier, scout, medical supplies courier, 
mechanised infantryman or light ambulance driver. 

Meanwhile, a passion for board-track motorcycle 
racing, originating in California, had gripped wider 
American society by 1915, when membership of the 
FAM exceeded 8000 individuals and many hundreds 
of clubs. The Van Buren sisters, Augusta and Adeline, 
gained national publicity for a solo coast-to- coast 
ride a year later, during which each was arrested 
several times for wearing male motorcycling attire. 
Although the sisters' main aim of being accepted 
as military dispatch riders was unsuccessful, their 
adventure did demonstrate the motorcycle's rapidly 
growing potential as universal transport, until the 
Conscription Act of lune 1917 plus the redirection of 
manufacturing output to help the war effort bled the 
FAM of its core membership. 

Further proof of ubiquity came when the first US 
soldier to enter Germany at the conclusion of the First 
World War did so on a Harley-Davidson motorcycle. 
Although the global conflict and subsequent Spanish 
'flu pandemic proved particularly deadly to young 
adults, both depleting the prime motorcycling 
demographic, the motorcycle's proven versatility in the 
field helped the ACU to sign up an additional 18,000 
members within six months of the November 1918 
armistice, and UK new- machine registrations jumped 
from 114,722 in 1919 to almost half a million in 1924. 

The FAM folded in 1919 and the industry- 
sponsored Motorcycle and Allied Trades Association 



Above: Typical club event (M&ATA), which had been established three years 

from the pre First World earlier, effectively took its place. An early priority for 

War period. This is the 

Exeter and District MCC M&ATA was to maintain continuity in the annual 

in August 1912. 'Gypsy Tour' programme. This had been initiated over 

the weekend of lune 16-17, 1917, when an estimated 
22,000 riders plus half that number of sidecar 
passengers had embarked on a 'sociable ride' around 
New England, covering up to 100 miles each day. 
Following a pre-ordained scenic route, the format 
encompassed a social picnic plus various competitive 
motorcycle-related games, with souvenir medals 
awarded to participants. 

The M&ATA greatly increased nationwide 
participation in these tours during the next four years 
and on May 15, 1924, its thriving Riders Division, 
now with some 10,000 members, was renamed the 
American Motorcycle Association (AMA), the slogan 
of which, as stated in the following week's issue of 
Western Motorcyclist and Bicyclist, was: 

“An Organized Minority Can Always Defeat an 
Unorganized Majority." 

Since participation in Gypsy tours now required 
AMA membership, they were a powerful recruiting 
tool for the new organisation, which was ratified 
on August 1, 1924. Concerned from the outset with 
public image, the AMA issued press statements 
intended to encourage safe and responsible 
behaviour by its members, but little did its policy- 
makers know how destructive for this image the 
actions of an unorganised minority would prove to be 
in just over two decades' time. 

■ Next month: A Golden Era (1925 to 1946) 



Right: American US 
Signal Corps soldiers, 
with Harley-Davidsons, 
at work transporting 
carrier pigeons to the 
front line in France 
during the latter stages 
of the First World War. 
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Where to find us 



COUNTRYWIDE J NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 




CAMBRIDGESHIRE 



PETE'S BIKES . 

ROTbox 45, Chatteris PE16 SAT 

WE OFFER THE FOUOWm REPUCA PARTS: www.pat6sbik6s.co.uk 

Inverted Levers: Vt" - 1 £105.00 pr 

Oowden Clutch Levers: %” - 1" £05,00 ea 

Oil Caps: Plain er stamped £57,50 ea 
Large Petrol Caps £77,50 ea 



WE HOLD A WIDE RANGE OF QUALITY SECOND HAND SPARES 




Ball & Roller Bearings 

Obsolete hearings supplied, reconditioned or manufactured 
17 Studio One^ Waterside Courts Burton-on^lYent DE14 2WQ * 012S3 509562 
vjntagebearing@aoLcom ^ vYWw.vintagebea rings.co.uk 







www.drclassic.co.uk 



(Burton-upon-Trent) Tel 01283 536379 

Range of 50-60s & 70s classics always in stock - Check out the website! 

www.drclassic.co.uk - Export no problem! 

WANTED! WANTED! Classic motorcycles always wanted! Bikes & 
collections bought outright for cash! In all conditions. Delivery and Collection Service 

D. R. Classic Motorcycles Ltd. 

VIEWING STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!! 

TEL 01283 536379. MOB 07889 292536. 

EMAIL richard@drclassic.co.uk 




POWYS 



ESSEX 




etitage €la$8tc6 



Est. 



m$ CeiebmtingOurSOYeun 
^ THE TRIUMPH SPECIALISTS IN SPARES, REPAIRS & RESTORATION 
MAIN appointed agents for chrome plating in East Anglia with 
a mail order service. 

Wheeibuilding, all aspects of paintwork and stove emmeliing. 
Machines currently under build and for sale. 

Restoration project 1959 TllO TOA 
Phone for details: Kevin 01206 211954 anytime on this number 
Email : her itageclassics @ btcon nect.com 
Pleajfe visit www.heritageclaxjjicmtitorcycle^i.gci.uk 



MALDON 

SHOiBiASiiNC (XCOATING 



WWW. ms bpci ,co.u k 

email : mf bpdf^googl email .co m 

2a‘3a Benliriilge tnd Est Heybridge, Maldon, 
Eshh CM9 4ER Tei. 0162T 841100 



An/iocinc/ng our new 5 years as standard anti corrosion warranty 
HOT JUST AHOTHER POWDER CQAJER 
Quality work is priceless. Don't leave it to chance do it once do it right. 
Collection & delivery throughout the UK & EU. No Job too small. Subject to condition. 



KENT 



Triumph 

RESTORATIONS 



CLASSIC THRUXTON RACERS ALL SPECIAL PARTS AVAILABLE 

SPITFIRE CAMS. 

3 INCH TAPPETS. EXHAUSTS. THRUXTON SILENCERS. 

ALLOY 5 GALLON TANKS 

FAIRINGS, SEATS, FOOTRESTS, BOYER IGNITIONS 

^ Sfecial 

AVO N 3-PIECE FAIRI NGS 
CLOSE GEARS T100 UNIT 

GEORGE HOPWOOD 

020 8300 9573 



112 Wren Road, Sidcup, Kent DA14 4NF 




Radnor Revivals 

Koltday Lodges & Even.ts 



Set in the stunning Mid Wales 
countrysidcj we provide 
accommodation in our 5 
well-equipped holiday lodges 
on a self-catering basis or with 
meals provided. We have full 
workshop and breakdown 
facilities onsite, as well as 
power wash. As a perfect base 
for touring and trail holidays, 
we also o&r additional 
services for organising routes 
and events for club outings, 
as well as routes and trails for 
groups. 



Visit our website for more details and Lnfomiation at: 



www.RadnorRevivals.coin 

or telephone Bev on 01597 840308 or 07876597697. 
Erynwyddog, LlanbLster, Llandrindod WeUs, Powys, Mid Wales, LDl 6TL 



SUFFOLK 




Ian Bartrai 



ffr r ' jg1 1 Chronometrics repaired, restored, recalibrated, f ■tto — ^ JJi 
f- I] Also clocks to anti-clock conversions li ^li 

(speedo's or rev counters), PA speedos, 8 day V# 

and Quartz clocks, prewar amp meters. 

All instruments to original specs. Fast efficient service - 
Reasonable prices 12 months guarantee. 

WE ARE ALSO HAPPY TO PURCHASE FAULTY SPEEDO'S OR TAKE THEM IN PART EXCHANGE 
Ian Bertram, Enfield Mill Lane, Barnby, Beccles, Suffolk NR34 7PZ.Tel 01502 476612 



WILTSHIRE 



Dynamos, Regulators rebuilt - guaranteed three years. 

One-off components • Genuine Celluloid covering • Ball and roller bearings 
Gaskets to pattern or drawing 

D. H. Day, Aldrans, Church Hill, Wroughton, Swindon, Wiltshire SN4 9JR 
Tel: Swindon (01793) 812323 • Fax: (01793) 845323 
email: dhday31 @ hotmail.com 



THE CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE | JANUARY 2016 87 





























Ariel 645cc Grass-Track Racing Outfit 

Whilst perusing the machines in the Bonhams auction at Stafford in 
Octoben T was rather taken with this Ariel outfit. It was 
previously raced and developed by Don Wright of 
St. Michael's 3fotors, Stamford. The ArieFs first 
incarnation appeared in 1957 but it soon 
became outclassed by the parallel twins that 
were racing at the same time. At the end of 
1959 Don decided it was time to improve the 
outfit in order to make it more competitive* 
Sticking with the Ariel engine* Don took advice 
from well known Ariel tuner of the day Laurence 
Hartley Using a 1934 Red Hunter barreli Hartley 
tuned and bored the barrel up to 64 See. The head 
a 1936 factory bronze item intended for a 499cc 
engine. The piston crown was machined to suit, and 
Hartley two inch Jessops inlet valves installed. The frame 
itself was developed by Don, using a 1959s Red Hunter frame* 

The improved outfit made its first race appearance in 
August 1961. Ridden by Don's friends Ken Fisher (rider) and 
Bill Smith (passenger) the outfit soon began to win at multiple events, 
most notably at Sleaford, where the team achieved six wins in six starts* 
The 'St. Michael’s Motors Special' was later retired after a successful career 
and lay dormant until the 1980s when Don entered it in the Vintage Class* 
Don died over a decade ago and so the machine has not been raced since. 
Unfortunately the outfit didn't sell at the auction. I for one hope that it does 
find its new owner soon, used as intended and not broken for the rare parts* 



C.1959 





soo jn rovjL^ln sXcol: 




SCITSU Replica 



www.sketchbc 



As I passed the Classic 50cc Racing Club, this racer with an unusual frame construction caught my eye, Built by 
Alan Leeson in 2010, with permission from Tony Dawson, to see whether it would produce a lighter frame, the result 
was that the frame weighed about the same as a tubular example. This machine is currently raced in the Classic 50cc 
class, Alan plans to build another bike with this frame to take to Bonneville in 2016, and the idea makes a lot of sense 
as the majority of the bike can be dismantled and packed into hand luggage! T look forward to hearing how he gets on. 



Tony Dawson raced sidecars in the 1960s and is most 
famous for inventing the Astralite wheel, a lightweight 
pressed aluminium wheel which started production in 
1977 and by the end of the 1980s over 1500 wheels 
were being sold globally per year. As well as 
designing wheels, Tony Dawson also formed a 
company called SCITSU (Selfish Conduct 
Inhibits True Sporting Union) in 1978, The 
company was founded to produce components 
for road race bikes. This aluminium frame design 
was used on a number of road racing bikes 
in the 1970s, mostly using larger engines than this 
50cc example. A bike with this frame design 
appeared on Tomorrow’s World in the 
mid-1970s. Tony patented the design and 
some think that if he hadn't the Japanese 
may well have taken it on, as it is a design 
that could be easily automated due to it 
being a scries of aluminium plates bolted 
together. The ride height can be adjusted 
by changing the vertical plates, and the 
tank is sandwiched between the top two 
plates* The construction is surprisingly 
strong, but still enables a certain amount 
of the twist and flex that is needed to 
maintain grip on a road racing machine. 







On visiting the National Motorcycle Museum for its open clay I had one machine that I wanted to get in the 
sketchbook, and that was this 1929 AJS. It was built at the Wolverhampton factory with the aim of breaking 
the world motorcycle speed record. The target speed for the machine was 150mph, an ambitious ISmph faster than 
the existing record of 134,75mph held by Germany's Ernst Henne on a supercharged 743 cx, BMW The machine used an 
engine based on a pair of RIO overhead camshaft barrels in a 50 degree V-twin configuration, mounted in a large duplex 
frame with a 60 inch wheelbase. George Rowley, a works rider for AJS, test rode the V-twin on the Wolverhampton to 
Britlgenorth road on its first shake down run. It must have been a real handful on that public road especially seeing that 
produced TObhp, In July 1930 Captain Oliver M, Baldwin rode the AJS at Brooklands in preparation for the 
official record attempt in Arpajon, south of Paris. August 1939 saw Baldwin reach 
130mph at Arpajon before suffering piston seizure in the rear cylinder. During 1931 
the V-twin was moved to the London factory after the Collier Brothers took over the 
AJS mark. It was here that the supercharger was fitted, along with bronze cylinder 
heads. The blown version was ridden by former record holder Joe Wright 
at Southport Sands, Lancashire in May 1933 in front of 20,000 people. 

The top speed of the day was 136mph, A few 
months later Joe Wright achieved 
145mph in Hungary but in 1932 
BMW had already achieved 
151J7raph. After these 
attempts the machine was 
retired and passed into 
private ownership in 
Tasmania in 1939, where 
Reg Monroe achieved 
119.9raph, breaking the 
Australian record. The AJS 
returned to the UK in the 1980s 
and was restored by Geoffrey St. 

John. After the restoration, 
thought that the machine never 
achieved its true potential due to the 
venting in the fuel tank causing fuel 
starvation. As great as it is to be able to see machines like this on display at the museum, part of me still wishes to see 
historic machines like this being run. Maybe not to achieve its intended goal of 150mph, which would be incredible, 
but to see and hear a machine of such calibre would be such a joy and education for all who could potentially witness it. 

0 = 



►oktraTels.com 



1929 AJS Record Attempt Machine 



1928 Zenith Grass-Track 



Found on the Vintage Motorcycle Club stand, this Zenith 
was once ridden by Adrian Kessell and is now run as a 
sprint machine by Ron Pates who purchased it in 



Adrian Kessell (1926-2010) is a Cornish 
motorcycling legend, son of Tommy Kessell, 
who was a pre-war motorcycle champion. 

Adrian started racing in September 1945 
when he rode bis father's 1926 Zenith, 
coming third. Adrian is famed as being 
the most consistent 250cc champion of 
all time, winning over 20 Cornwall Grass- 
Track Championships, the Southern Centre 
Championship, as well as winning in 
Wessex, Midlands and Western Centres. 

Not only did he ride grass-track, he also 
rode in scrambles, trials, hillelimbing ' 
and sprinting. One event of note was ‘Sf 
when Adrian beat English speedway stars 
Norman Parker and Bill Kitchen at Bodmin Racecourse at a 
grass-track meeting in 1949. Adrian’s career continued into the 1980s when he took 
fifth place in the International Grass-Track meeting in Holland, in front of 7000 spectators. 

Adrian made his own frames and was a ‘wizard' at tuning mai^ines. He continued to race and develop 
machines until he fell ill in 2009. He was unable to attend a meeting at Wiscombe Park which was the first meeting there' 
that he'd missed in many years. Adrian passed away peacefully at home on February 8, 2010. His funeral was 
attended by many people from the motorcycle community, to mark the passing of a local motorcycling legend. 



® OO' You were asking | Expert advice 




Lucas dynamo 
direction arrows 



Why did Lucas make 
right- and left-hand 
dynamos when all you 
need to do to change to 
rotation is to swap the 
wires? Another thing I 
found interesting was to 
discover that the main 
tubular steel body was 
made by bending and 
welding flat plate. There 
is a 'V' on the inside, 
and if you look carefully 
you can see a line of 
weld on the outside. 

Neville Heath, email, 
East Anglia. 
Two interesting points 
Neville, and I too have 
wondered why dynamos 
were handed when, like 
you, it seems obvious to 
me just to swap wires. 



Having polled a number 
of friends two lines of 
thought have emerged, 
one of which is cynical! 

The first thought 
suggests the making/ 
marking of dynamos 
dates back to the early 
1920s when the dynamo 
was in unit with the early 
single-body magdynos. 
Not really sure why this 
should be the case but 
three friends believe it so, 
and the second is simply 
the view that dealers had 
to keep stocks of both 
left and right direction 
dynamos, which 
therefore increased 
Lucas factory sales. In 
the short term, this 
may be true, but as the 



dealers wouldn't sell any 
more units, this has only 
limited advantage while 
new dealers stock up for 
the first time. 

Any better suggestions 
will be appreciated by 
this column and Neville. 

Your second 

observation concurs with 
that employed in steam 
practice, an observation 
surprising to me but 
probably obvious to the 
rest of the world. A friend 
has built a number of 
model steam engines in 
three-inch and four-inch 
scale. To make the boiler 
body, a flat piece of plate 
steel (half inch thick) is 
rolled into a cylinder and 
the joint is welded. 



DYNAMO OR GEKERJITQR SPARE PARTS 
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Lucas literature, showing the various spare parts for 
sale. Note the 'rotation’ is stated. 



Sidecar matters 




Sidecars being made in the Swaiiow factory, circa 1930. 



With winter approaching the 
thoughts of some restorers 
have turned to sidecars and 
their bodies. Two, including 
Rod Bradshaw (West 
Midlands), ask; 'What timber 
for a proposed 1922/5 BSA 
sidecar and an unknown, 
possibly Mills Fulford, frame 
and skin?! While husband 
and wife crew Terry and Paul 
Reeder question why past 'how 
to' features regarding sidecar 
bodies recommend ash for 
the main structure, yet their 
postwar Blacknell appears to 
have softwood framework. 

While makers originally may 
have employed other materials, 
it is accepted in car restoration 
circles ash is an ideal material 
for recreating the framework 
for fabric, aluminium and 
thin sheet steel-clad car bodies. 



With this in mind the same is 
logically true for vintage and 
post-vintage sidecar bodies, 
even if the original maker used 
another timber. A car restoring 
friend states ash is an ideal, 
strong, knot-free hardwood, 
which machines well, is easy to 
joint with cladding pins/ screws 
remaining secure. 

Having never made the 
framework for a car or sidecar 
body. I've no first-hand 
knowledge of the best wood, 
but I have clad a couple of 
usable original frames and 
on both occasions I used ^/lein 
marine ply. It's water/weather 
resistant if the paint finish 
is compromised and bends 
round even fairly tight curves 
without any splitting of its 
surface, whereas I was advised 
the surface of traditional 
hardwood-faced plywood, even 



an exterior grade, can split on 
bending. A friend discovered 
fine splitting appearing in the 
paint finish of a curved sidecar 
panel remade in hardwood- 
faced exterior grade plywood. 
Redone in marine ply, the 



problem was solved. 

One can only speculate 
that sidecar makers in period 
were sometimes forced to use 
whatever timber materials were 
available or used less suitable 
materials on cost grounds. 
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YOU WERE ASKING IS SPONSORED BY CASTROL CLASSIC OILS 



Asbestos brake linings 




Non-asbestos linings, such as these Ferodo 3850 items 
on Rocket Gold Star shoes, are readily available now. 



Do motorcycle brake 
linings contain asbestos? 
And if so, is there a danger 
in removing these from 
the brake shoes from my 
1946 BSAB31? I believe 
the linings currently fitted 
are originals. Who can I 
contact if I feel iVe been 
exposed to asbestos risks 
from all brake linings 
I removed from shoes 
while working in the car 
and motorcycle trade? 

William Dunne, email, 
Wales. 

The likelihood is that 
yourBSA's brake lining 
material does contain 
an element of asbestos 
and yes there is a health 
risk in removing and 
disposing of it Just as there 
is a risk when dealing 
with the dust it creates in 
use. While this column 
does not wish to minimise 
the risks involved in 
dealing with brake 
linings possibly/probably 
containing asbestos, it 
is worth mentioning 
that if for example, we 



enter homes, industrial 
buildings, shops etc that 
were built or refurbished 
before the year 2000, we 
are entering premises 
that will have elements 
of asbestos in many 
materials used therein, 
ranging from decorative 
coverings such asArtex 
to wall plaster, soil pipes, 
loo seats, electrical parts, 
pipe laggings, insulation 
materials and more. Of 
these, any materials 
containing 'blue asbestos' 
(such as boiler lagging 
for example) are the 
most dangerous, while 
so called 'white asbestos' 
such as roofing sheets is 
considered less hazardous. 
As already stated, none 
of the above is intended 
to trivialise the risks 
involved with all types of 
asbestos, rather to put the 
situation into perspective 
and we at TCM can only 
advise you seek specialist 
advice in all cases. 

The risks of handling 
asbestos-containing 



materials means that the 
Government has issued 
many guidelines and 
much legislation covering 
the subject. However, one 
rule seems paramount 
in that if asbestos or 
materials containing 
asbestos are worked 
with the operative/s 
is/ are at risk, but if the 
material is left untouched 
it is often - though with 
exceptions, especially 
involving blue asbestos 
- considered 'safer' or 
relatively safe. Thus the 
asbestos roof to a garden 
shed for example is likely 
(not guaranteed) safe 
while in situ untouched, 
but if a panel blows off 
in a gale and fractures, 
then dust is released and 
handling risks are real 
and necessitate following 
appropriate guidelines or 
seeking specialist help. 

From this you'll gather 
William there are risks in 
handling the removal of 
our motorcycle's old brake 
linings. Tfyou are carrying 



out this work yourself you 
should follow appropriate 
guidelines, however, we 
take a different approach 
and send all brake shoes 
for relining to one of the 
specialists detailed in the 
motorcycle press adverts, 
as they are aware of the 
hazards and deal with the 
task appropriately and 
dispose of the linings in a 
correct manner. 

Many of us over a 
certain age will have 
worked with asbestos long 
before its dangers were 
understood. T, for example. 



have cut asbestos panels 
with a handsaw while 
helping my grandad build 
his garage and played 
as a child on farm tracks 
covered in packed broken 
asbestos. We all wonder 
if we are harbouring a 
potential health problem, 
just as T know you are 
from your emails William, 
and if so we can obtain 
excellent advice from a 
body such as: 

The British Lung 
Foundation 
03000 030 555 
helpline@hlf.org. uk 



NOVA complications 



iVe been advised by my club's dating 
officers I need to complete NOVA 
documentation in order to register a 
German-built 1953 Zundapp motorcycle 
I've been restoring. What is NOVA 
documentation? Why to I need to do this? 
And to whom do I address my enquiries? 
Am I best to complete this complex 
procedure, or can I just apply to DVLA for 
an age-related registration mark and keep 
my head down? 

Mr H Mortimer, email. South Coast. 

The term NOVA is an acronym for 
Notification Of Vehicle Arrivals. Tt is now a 
requirement of any vehicle imported into 
the UK permanently that HM Revenue and 
Customs is informed and any due VAT in 
respect of the imported means of transport 
is paid. You will need to produce evidence 



you have completed this requirement to 
DVLA at the time of registering your vehicle 
for the first time. There are no exceptions 
for imported vehicles, so keeping your 
head down won't work. However, in some 
cases no VAT will be due and Revenue and 
Customs will issue a letter to this effect. Tf 
VAT is due (often 5% for older vehicles) the 
letter is issued once the VAT liability has 
been settled in full. 

As cases differ. Tt will be best to contact 
HM Revenue and Customs direct and 
further advice can be found at www.hmrc. 
gov. uk or just key in 'NOVA Notification' 
into your internet search engine. 

HM Revenue and Customs, Personal 
Transport Unit, Building 22, Priory Court, 
St John's Road, Dover, CT179SH. 01304 
664171 



Thinner shims 

A local engineering firm made me a couple of 40 
thou shims in bronze to take up end float in the 
Sturmey Archer gearbox fitted to my Norton. While 
it has improved the change, I feel it has taken up too 
much end float. I need to machine an estimated 10 
thou from the shim. The engineering firm knows I've 
a lathe and said it is an easy job. But I don't know 
how to hold such a thin shim in the lathe chuck. I do 
have a range of chucks and a face plate. 

Andrew Feast-Hayes, email. 
Using the face plate, clean its mounting surface 
thoroughly with degreaser and finish with 
methylated spirits. Stick shim centrally to face 
plate using double-sided tape and machine with 
tipped tool taking. 001 to 002 inch cuts. Thanks to 
engineering friend Tom Gilbey for this approach - 
it's one T've now used successfully on at least five 
occasions including twice to reduce thickness ofBM 
steel flat washers. 





LEADERS IN CLASSIC LUBRICATION 

Castrol XL30, XXL40, GP50, XL20w/50 
Castrol R, M plus all original Gear Oils. 
Valvemaster & Valvemaster Plus Octane. 

One litre, Gallon, Home Workshop Drum sizes. 
Free UK mainland delivery offers. 
www.castrolclassicoils.co.uk 
Castrol Classic Oils Tel: 01954 231668 
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0¥W^ The bigger question 



More on the Wex carburettor 



for the business to remain 
viable until a major 
recipient of instruments 
defaulted on payment 
forcing Wex Carburettors 
Ltd to fold in 1926. 

While spending time 
at Brooklands, Harry 
was in discussion with 
many riders, engineers 
and motorcycle makers 
regarding the difference in 
performance of seemingly 
similar and even identical 
engines. Using experience 
gained while working for 
gas engineers Willey and 
Co, Harry realised the 
differences were down to 
gas flow of cylinder heads. 
By turning his earlier 
gas meter knowledge on 
its head, Harry devised 
equipment to measure 
engine gas flow leading 
to the gas flow meter. And 
engine gas flow was to 
govern much ofWeslake's 
career, notably in the car, 
motorcycle and marine 
worlds. And while he 
developed many successful 
designs, arguably his 
greatest moment came as 
Peter Collins won the 1976 
Speedway World Final 
riding a Weslake. 



Some pages from John 
White’s notebook, with 
some Wex expianation. 



With reference to 
your feature Unusual 
Carburettors entitled 
Butterflies and Drums 
(rCM, November 
2016, p 96-100) I hope 
you'll be interested in 
this information I've 
assembled for the Wex 
carburettor. By chance, 

I'm currently working 
on an incomplete Wex 
instrument, which has 
been languishing in my 
workshop for many years. 
When finished, the Wex 
will be tried on a Scott. 

One of the parts I've 
made for the Wex is 
its jet. Attached is a 
dimensioned sketch of 
the jet as required for my 
model carburettor. 

John White, 
West Sussex. 
Thank you, John, for this 
detailed collection of 
Wex literature and the 
dimensioned sketch of the 
Wex submerged jet. There 
is a very incomplete Wex 
instrument in the late 
Hoppy Hopkins' collection, 
but as so many parts were 
missing the drawing of a 
complete carburettor was 
included instead. 

Prompted by your 
interest in the Wex 
instrument, here's some 
background leading to and 
after its development. 

Born in Exeter, Harry 
Weslake (1897-1978) was 
the son of John Weslake, 
director/ engineer of local 
gas engineers Willey and 
Co. As a schoolboy, Harry 
sketched his design for a 
flexibly mounted motorised 
cycle attachment. His father 
belittled the idea, then 
two years later the Wall 
Autowheel was launched. 
John was man enough to 
admit his error over his 
son's device and from then 
on helped rather than 
discouraged Harry with his 
designs and inventions. 



Aged 15, Harry started 
riding motorcycles, against 
his mother's wishes, and 
on leaving school took 
an apprenticeship at 
his father's firm. At the 
outbreak of war there was a 
tug of war between Harry's 
wish to join the Royal Flying 
Corps (RFC) and the needs 
of Willey and Co, which 
was engaged on essential 
work. The youngster signed 
up with the RFC hut reports 
suggest military discipline 
wasn't always to his taste. 
During this time he worked 
with his father's approval 
who helped on improving 
carburettor design with 
gains in performance 
and economy. Lodged in 
1 91 8, this was the first of 
many patents taken out 
by Weslake. 

Following the end of the 
First World War, Harry's 
mother died, then his 
father. With no family 
obligations to Willey and 
Co, Harry left to establish 
his first business in a small 
Exeter workshop with a 
staff of three including 
Stan Glanfleld, who later 
became renowned in Radge 
circles during and after his 
trip round the world on a 
Radge outfit. Among other 
work and development the 
business began making 
carburettors which they 
named The Wex (W'eslake 
and 'EX'eter). 

While the Wex 
carburettor didn't become 
a fitment of choice for 
main-stream motorcycle 
factories, it did gain 
popularity among some 
Brooklands racers as 
an ideal track-racing 
carburettor using either 
dope or petrol. Their 
most notable exponent 
was Gordon Cobbold, 
who enjoyed much 
track success including 
record breaking with 
Wex instruments fitted 
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Cover 
from the 
1925 Wex 
catalogue. 
A London 
address 
was used 
at this 
point. 



Harry Weslake, in the saddle, with Mike Daniels and 
the Rickman brothers, Don and Derek. 



Above left: Gordon Cobbold enjoyed success with a 
Wex carburettor. 



Above right: Perhaps Weslake’s greatest moment 
was down to this man, Peter Collins. Here, he’s 
grasstracking a Weslake-engined Comet in 1976. 



to various machines. 



included in its adverts. 



Weslake established the 
business Wex Carburettors 
Ltd, which in its adverts 
always placed 'Wex" 
in speech marks. This 
business moved to London, 
using various addresses 
including 2 Pond Place, 
London, SW3 - often 



Some observers, in both 
period and now, state the 
Wex carburettor never 
worked well except on the 
track and poor sales led to 
its demise in the mid 1920s. 
While Wex was trading 
in difficult financial times, 
sales were strong enough 
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Don't ride through the winter? Use a Vac Bag to keep 
your bike like new. LIVE MORE - WORRY LESS! 



VINTAGE AND CLASSIC NUMBER PLATES 

• Pressed Metal • Self Adhesive • Perspex Plates 



07854 1 95 11 4 - 01 933 390 



CLASSIC NUMBER PLATES 

See us af yom heat show! 

Spedaibts in the manufacture & supply of alt formats of 
number plates for your classic, plus any other vehicles 
from tractors to modem day. 

NUMBER PLATE CENTRE 



Trade & Wholesale enquiries from UK EWorld wide welcome | 
Ti Unit 1 3, 272 Montgomery St, Sparkbrook, Birmingham B1 1 1 DS 
Tel: 0121 773 8107 Fax: 01 21 7728136 
da V j dcol I ierS8@ho tma i Lco.uk 
WWW, n um be rpl ate centrexom 



Bag can be used over and over again I 

STANDARD KIT £36.95 • JUMBO KIT £39.95 



Order SECURELY online at www.vac-bag.oo.uk 



Phone 08443 303013 
Emaii: sales@vac-bag.co.uk 



Motoring Artist, 
Covering Limited 
Editions and 
Originals, 
Motorcycle 
Paintings 

Company established 
for over 15 years 



T: 0 1 935 8295 12 E; roybarrett69@btintemet.com 
www.art-of-niotoring.co.uk 



Visit our online shop to get your 
2016 calendar NOW! 



HUGHIE HANCOX 
DVDs 



Hughie Hancox passed away in August 201 1 but it was 
his wish that his DVD's and other material continue to 
be available to Triumph owners via his website 



www.hughiehancoxrestorations.co.uk 



To order visit our new website 



www.aceclassics.co.uk or give ys a call 
Ace Classics (London) Tiger Parts UK 



101-103 St Mildreds Road, London SE12 ORL ■ 020 8098 4273 

Ace opening hours: Mondav - Friday Satn-Gpm ■ Saturday lOam-GpmaSun Ciosed 



Produced to help you restore & maintain your 
Triumph, Hughie's DVDs show the workshop 
techniques that he learned over 20 years 
working at the Meriden factory. 

Also available from the website are Hughie's books - 
"Tales of Triumph Motorcycles & the Meriden Factory" 
and "Triumph Production Testers Tales’ as well as a 
range of Triumph pRWEteir«si3rcei®hiora)»Ei^uiAMiua^ 
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BSA three wheelers 

THE SPECIALIST 

The BSA Front Wheel Drive Club provides just about 
everything an enthusiastic owner might need to help 
enjoy his, or her, car to the full. 

Naturally, this includes spares, where the club not 
only holds stock, but also rescued most of the 3000-odd 
relevant BSA factory drawings, enabling replacement 
parts to be made accurately. The club's spares specialist 
shared his considerable knowledge with us for this 
restoration guide. 

Club membership details can be found at the website: 
www.bsafwdc.co.uk 

MODEL HISTORY 

With Daimler and Lanchester as wholly- owned brands, 
BSA had a long history of car manufacture. A new 
generation of light cars appeared in 1921, powered by 
ohv V-twin engines. The first three wheeled version 
appeared in 1929, a head-on challenge to the well- 
established and successful Morgan concern. 

The Birmingham manufacturer had come up with 
a well-engineered product with the novelty of front 
wheel drive (FWD), an unusual feature at the time but 
avoiding the disadvantages of Morgan's motorcycle- 
style transmission. BSA also offered refinements such as 
weather protection, reverse gear and an electric starter. 

Soon, there was a range of body styles and standards 
of finish, giving the salesmen plenty to persuade a 
wavering motorcyclist of the advantages of three-wheel 
motoring, such as economy and cheap tax. 

The cars sold well, in spite of the Great Depression. 
For 1932, further models were powered by four- 
cylinder, side-valve engines. Rationalising in the face of 
opposition from such as the Austin 7, BSA discontinued 
three-wheeler production in 1936, although the FWD 
four-wheelers continued, having acquired the Scout 
model name. 

The cars evolved with increased horsepower, until the 
Second World War ended production. In the late 1950s, 
BSA toyed once more with three-wheelers, the Ladybird 
microcar, yet history repeated itself. This time, BMC's 
Mini saw off the new venture. 
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Engine 

The transversely fitted, 
V-twin overhead-valve, 
air-cooled engine of the 
earlier cars is generally 
considered to he based on 
a Hotchkiss unit. 

The 85mm cylinders fire 
through a 90mm stroke for 
a 1022CC swept volume. A 
wet-sump unit, the bottom 
half uses roller and ball 
bearings in conventional 
style. Thus, restoration is 
mainly straightforward 
and, whatever may be 
required, the club is by 
far the biggest source of 
NOS parts. 



The later four- cylinder 
engine is a 1074cc side- 
valve, water-cooled by 
thermo-syphon with 60x95 
bore and stroke. One ball 
and one roller bearing 
support the crankshaft, the 
big-ends are white-metal. 

The engine was fitted 
longitudinally and the cars 
were offered in both front 
wheel- and rear wheel- 
drive layouts for four- 
wheelers. Three-wheelers 
and FWD four-wheelers 
had their transmissions 
in front of the vehicle's 
engines. 

The water-cooled engines 
run hot, so the cooling 



system needs clear 
waterways and a good 
radiator. Some owners 
have successfully fitted 
electric pumps. Low oil 
pressure is also a potential 
problem. A worn oil pump 
can deliver pressure, but 
poor flow. Low pressure 
can also be caused by worn 
(although replaceable) 
plain camshaft bearings. 
The telescopic oil feed 
to the crankshaft nose 
can wear. Worn big- ends 
need specialist attention 
while the motor cycle - 
type sludge trap in the 
crank might well repay 
inspection. Club members 



can also buy a kit that 
provides a spin-on oil 
filter. The engines need 
traditional oils rather than 
modern lubricants. 

i gai 

Transmission 
The bell-housing contains 
a wet clutch with two cork- 
inserted plates and three 
plain plates. The clutch 
is very reliable if the oil 
level has been maintained. 
Attention is generally 
limited to replacing the 
corks. The crash gearbox 
offers three speed and 
reverse. They are also 
sturdy units, but worn 



early boxes could jump out 
of second gear. Apart from 
metric bearings (standard 
items), gearbox repairs 
are a question of finding 
better second-hand parts. 
The differential has a 
steel worm driving a 
five-inch bronze wheel, 
another difficult part 
that the club has 
re-manufactured. Final 
drive is via short cardan 
shafts with fabric inner 
joints and Hookes joints 
in each of the front hubs. 
The movement limited by 
the Hookes joints results 
in the cars having a 40ft 
turning circle. 
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Electrics 

The six-volt electrics for all 
models were provided by 
Lucas. The starter motor 
and three-brush dynamo 
are model-specific and 
almost pure unobtainium. 
However, all the internals 
can be overhauled by a 
sparks specialist. Upgrades 
include 12-volt systems 
with a Morris Minor 
dynamo and modern 
regulator. Headlamp units 
were seven-, later eight- 
inch standard Lucas items. 

The rear light is ^pork- 
pie' style, doubled up on 
later models. 
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Chassis etc. 

The chassis is formed 
from channel section, 
with a central tube. 
Strong, but basic, 
accident-damaged 
chassis have been 
successfully repaired. 
Frame members 
supported the bodywork, 
consisting of an ash 
frame with a plywood 
floor. On earlier cars, the 
ash frame was clad with 
plywood and faced with 
leathercloth fabric. Later 
cars used aluminium 
body panels. Repairing 
the wooden elements 



involves matching the 
remaining parts, as 
individual assembly was a 
greater or lesser element 
of every BSA car. 
Braking was provided 
by one drum brake 
operating on the rear 
wheel, the front brake 
was a single drum 
mounted at the side of 
the differential. Even 
by early post-vintage 
standards, they are better 
than adequate. With 30 
greasing points needing 
occasional attention, a 
BSA owner is often fully 
engaged with his, or her, 
vehicle. 
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Suspension 
The rear wheel was 
suspended on a swinging 
arm arrangement, with a 
quarter-elliptic spring 
inside the tubular chassis 
backbone. Each front wheel 
was independentiy 
suspended, located with 
four quarter-elliptic springs 
and damped by Andre 
Hartford type units - 
friction discs moved by 
lever action. These are 
reliable but specialist help 
is available with rebuilding 
if necessary. The club can 
help with replacements for 
broken spring leaves. 




PRICING 

BSA cars may not be 
common and the club 
is aware of around 230 
survivors. More surface 
occasionally, sometimes 
club members are aware 
of vehicles salted away 
years ago. At £5-7000, a 
barn find could be a 
daunting prospect, although 
something in running 
order may fetch £8-10,000. 
Respectable vehicles can 
command £12-15,000. 



SUMMARY 

During the seven years 
of production, it appears 
more than 6500 BSA three- 
wheelers were sold. Many 
survived the war, only to be 
adopted as cheap transport 
and driven into the ground. 

Ideally, a restoration 
project really needs to be 
as complete as possible. 
The wooden elements can 
be a cause for concern. 
There's nothing that can't 
be fixed, but it may depend 
on the skills level of 
the restorer. 

With all the restoration 
hurdles cleared, a BSA can 
offer an entry into vintage 
(first-year models), or 
post-vintage motoring at a 
comparatively reasonable 
price. The vehicles are 
equally welcome in 
motorcycle circles. 

Byways, not motorways, 
are more BSA-suited, 
although when making 
progress, the three -speed 
gearbox can be limiting. The 
bodywork styling may be 
restrained - touring, rather 
than sporting - but the 
tricycle wheel arrangement 
and low weight distribution 
makes it a well-mannered 
car, although tight corners 
can be interesting. 

Out and about, owners 
soon get used to regularly 
explaining that the car is 
neither a Morgan, nor a 
copy of one, but stands 
(three -square) on its own 
merits and initial purchase 
is considerably cheaper. 

As the company once 
said: 'Get away with BSA.' 
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Multi carburettor 

synchronisation 

Any multi cylinder motorcycle with two or more carburettors out of 
balance is less than a joy to ride. While badly set up carburettors 
irritate the rider, extreme cases can result in engine damage 

Words and photography: RICHARD ROSENTHAL 
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Amal Concentric 
carburettor body 
removed from a 1969 
BSA Rocket 3. The 
marks 626/15 confirm 
this instrument is an 
appropriate originai 
fitment for the 1969 
and 1970 modei 
Rocket 3s. The extra 
L indicates it is a ieft 
fitment instrument 
(with airscrew to ieft) 
and its mates are 
626/14 and 626/16. 
Whiie current new 
instruments wiii be 
marked 626 aione for 
exampie, they can be 
set up in reiation to 
jetting, siide cutaway 
etc to mirror the 
originai carburettor. 
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wo years ago, a Norton Dominator 
Sports pitched up at our 
workshop with its owner stating: 
“Its engine's all over the place." It 
was a bizarre phrase, but a quick 
ride round the block confirmed this summary. 

As the engine was loaded under power it improved, 
but a glance at its exhausts revealed the more it was 
opened up, the darker the smoke from the right side 
was, while the left was clean. Compression, ignition 
and, at first glance, the carburettors, were all given 
the thumbs up. The valve and ignition timing was 
dropped from the equation, as the left side was fine. 

However, the progressively black exhaust smoke as 
the machine was opened up under load and its sooty 
right side plug confirmed a problem, as the left side 
plug was spot on after a run and there was no smoke 
on that side either. 

Fitted with a matched pair of appropriate handed 
Amal Monobloc instruments (376/288 and 376/289 
for 1963/4) the solution was to strip and match 
components. An earlier check confirmed that both 
were fitted with correct 250 main jet, 3/2 throttle valve 
(slide), 106 needle jet and new, seemingly identical 
needles, both in position three. 

Thoughts of what happens in our workshop flooded 
into mind - more of that later. By measurement 
both slides were sound and with identical cutaways, 
both needles were not only near new, but measured 
identically, and likewise was the needle valve. But 
despite being marked up by Amal as '250,' the hole in 
the jet from the right hand carburettor looked larger... 

Rather than immediately measure it, both 
carburettors were reassembled and set up with 
identical airscrew settings and balanced slides on 
opening, but the main jets were transposed. And, yes, 
you've guessed it, the problem shifted to the left side. 
The owner was happy, well sort of, as his 
newly-purchased Dommie wasn't terminally ill, 
rather a little out of sorts. 

In went another 250 main jet and all that remained 
was to synchronise the carburettors and fettle 
the airscrew settings. A check with our fine thou 
dimensioned drills (we've no tools to measure 
such small holes) indicated a match with a 330 
main jet size. So what had happened? It is highly 
unlikely Amal had miss-sized or miss-stamped the 
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The subject Amal 626 
carburettor is fitted 
with a 622 siide, which 
bears the additionai 
mark 3, indicating a 
number 3 cutaway. This 
refers to the cutaway 
to the base of the 
siide - for exampie, a 
number 4 cutaway wiii 
be noticeabiy iarger. 
Because of riding styie, 

I prefer a siightiy iarger 
cutaway, eg 3V2, found 
as originai with the iater 
Trident aiso featured 
in this photo series. 

But, as the Amai book 
states 3, it’ii be ieft 
aione and the fiies wiii 
stop in the drawer! 

Difficuit to see cieariy 
in this photograph, but 
marks indicate this 
carburettor is correctiy 
fitted with a 150 main 
jet and a 106 needie jet. 
Checks confirmed no 
irritating soui tampered 
with them and aii the 
needies from aii three 
carburettors, visuaiiy 
and by measurement, 
checked as identicai. 
But I hadn’t a new 
needie to use as a 
comparison. As aii 
three matched they’re 
iikeiy to be fine, but 
this is no guarantee... 

IBHI 

New Amai-manufactured 
Concentric series 
appropriate gasket set, 
comprising gaskets 
for manifoid and fioat 
chamber, 0-rings 
(inciuding for airscrew 
and manifoid) pius a 
seiection of appropriate 
fibre washers. Foiiowing 
an argument recentiy 
with a friend, it gives 
me great pieasure to 
inciude accompanying 
Amai advice concerning 
the use of either 
manifoid 0-ring or 
gasket - but not both. 

Centre and right 
hand Concentric 626 
carburettors, mounted 
to the BSA Rocket 
3’s manifoid. The 
carburettor’s siide is 
coupied to the iinkage 
by an appropriate wire 
and screw with iock 
nut to the iinkage. For 
demonstration, the 
ieft hand siide, body 
top and sundries ready 
to accept the rebuiit 
body are seen at the 
haifway stage. 0-rings 
are empioyed to seai 
body to manifoid. The 
unwanted manifoid 
gaskets join many 
others in the sundry 
gasket box - they’ii 
come in handy one day... 




jet, but thoughts returned to what can happen in the 
Rosenthal workshop. . . 

Needing in a hurry a 190 main jet for a cl964 BSA 
B40 fitted with an Amai 376/280, which had returned 
from America and was running too lean, a small 
amount of enterprise was required, as the best we 
could do from the in-house stock was either a 210 or a 
160 main jet. Too rich, or too lean. 

Out came the small Hobbymat lathe and, armed 
with a 0.046in (46 thou) drill, the 160 was opened out 
to approximately 190 (actually circa 186). Something 
similar had probably happened to the Norton's 
errant main jet in the past. In our/my defence, we 
always try to remember to file off the size from the 
jets we've modified and to scribe on what they now 
correspond to. 

On start-up the B40 ran fine. The carburettor was 
set up and the machine was returned to its owner 
with a mention that we'd like it back in a few weeks 
to fit a new main jet and again re-set its Amai. A new 
appropriate Amal-manufactured 190 main jet was 
bought from our friends Surrey Cycles' sales trailer 
at the next Kempton Park autojumble, fitted and the 
'modified' jet was consigned to our odd jets jam jar, a 
quarter filled with modified and home-made jets. You 
never know, one may come in handy one day. 

So what's the point of all this preamble? If 
problems occur and all seemingly checks out, don't 
actually believe what you are seeing. . . 

Note: 

The jet sizes referred to here and applied to the 
mentioned Amai jets conform to BESA standards O 




liBi 

Close up of throttle valve wire mounting to 
carburettor linkage with adjuster and iocknut. By 
design, this aiiows the use of a singie throttie 
cabie to the twist grip, without the need for twin 
cabies as found with some twin cyiinder machines, 
or junction boxes. However, some convert their 
Tridents/Rocket 3s to empioy a singie throttie 
cabie to a three-way junction box - this is perhaps 
appropriate for racing, but for road use this 
standard set-up works weii. 
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t BBBHi 

Factory manuals and 
aftermarket handbooks 
detail synchronising 
slides by adjustment 
by comparing slide 
heights. Quote: 

'Arrange carburettor and 
inlet manifold assembly, 
less air filter, on bench. 
View the throttle slides 
through the engine side 
of the carburettors and 
adjust the throttle stop 
screw until one slide is 
open by approximately 
O.OlOin. Compare 
other two slides, and 
adjust slide heights 
by screwing individual 
adjusters clockwise 
to lower slide and 
anticlockwise to 
raise. On completion 
of adjustment, tighten 
locknut to each 
adjuster.’ It just 
doesn’t work for me, so 
the carburettors are 
faced the wrong way 
round and it is onto the 
next photograph! 




I B3 I 

Either employ one or 
three dowels, Viein or 
5mm ideal. If using 
three, place one under 
each slide from air 
cleaner side, hence 
sight of cutaway. 
Adjust all three slides 
until they just grip 
dowel. Alternatively, 
use one rod and 
adjust until dowel just 
slides through under 
cutaway. Again, once 
synchronised, lock 
adjusters with locknut. 
If you are concerned 
about using cutaway 
of slide, Vsin (3mm) 
dowel under engine 
side of slide works too. 





and the figure stamped on the jet informs that as new 
its hole size is measured in terms (CCs) of flow. But 
he warned that jets from older instruments - such as 
1928 and earlier AMAC, Brown & Barlow and Binks, 
for example - will hear marks that only conform to 
the scheme devised hy the maker. 

Happily, tables have been devised that enable us 
to understand applied marks and, if we need to make 
appropriate jets as they detail in thous, the necessary 
drill required for desired jet size. 

Taking the BBS A standard Amal main jet 80. Its 'in 
flow' rate is identical to an AMAC number 30 jet. In 
Imperial dimensions both have a hole diameter of 
O.OSOin (30 thou). And, as a further example, the 
Binks equivalent is a number 8 jet. 

This is all fine and dandy, but be warned - while 
Amal jets helpfully conform to BESA standards, 
1929-only Amal and Binks jets aren't interchangeable 
with other years. 

Synchronisation 

Presented with a multi carburettor motorcycle that is 
running poorly, how do we proceed? And it must be 
stated here that this is our approach - it is not gospel, 
and other approaches may or will work equally 
as well. 

Carburettors are fully stripped and first stage 
cleaned with solvent. The components of each are 
placed in dedicated plastic lunchboxes, to ensure it is 
rebuilt with its same parts. 

The boxes of parts are passed to our local cleaning 
specialist who, using industrial sonicating equipment 
with appropriate solutions rather than just water, 
cleans the components of each instrument, one box 
at a time, to ensure no mixing of parts. 

On return, the jet sizes, throttle slides, needles and 
needle jets are checked by identification marks if they 
are present. If all is appropriate and matching Amal 
specification sheets (often printed in the machine's 
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At this stage the 
slides were checked 
to ensure they lifted in 
unison by screwing in 
the throttie stop sited 
to ieft of iinkage. Once 
happy, return the set 
to the machine and 
compiete connecting 
to throttie, as weii as 
iinking and connecting 
the fuei suppiy as 
iiiustrated in sketch. 



owner's manual) they are also checked that no past 
owner has opened up the jets, reduced the needles or 
increased the slide cutaway(s). 

Carhurettor(s) are reassembled using a new 
gasket set, which are available for most post- 1930 
mainstream carburettors such as Amal, Bing, 

DeirOrto etc. For earlier or rare instruments, it is a 
case of making gaskets and rummaging through the 
fibre washer box. 

In the case of the Triumph Trident/BSA Rocket 3 
demonstration, the three Concentric carburettors 
are reassembled on their manifold. This connects to 
the machine's cylinder head stubs with appropriate 
rubber hoses secured at both ends with clips. 

Before the manifold holding the three carburettors 
is refitted to the engine, the throttle valves (slides in 
the photo captions) and linkage are synchronised. 

The object is to have the slides work in unison and O 



Next stage is to final 
adjust airscrews. 
Photographs 
demonstrate 
screwdriver positioning 
and access to 
airscrews - easy for 
outer carburettors, 
as the airscrews are 
handed to ieft and 
right as appropriate, 
but the centre, 
accessed from the 
right, is iess than 
easy. As was getting 
the camera to focus 
on the airscrew rather 
than the screwdriver 
handie! Hopefuiiy the 
poor picture heips... 
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imi 

With machine 
warmed-up, adjust 
the running engine to 
a fast tickover using 
the tripie carburettors’ 
iinkage throttie 
stop. Views vary - I 
prefers circa 1200 
to 1400rpm, others 
siower or faster. With 
the engine running 
eveniy at a fixed speed, 
finai adjustment of 
the airscrews can get 
underway. 

iIBi 

Convenientiy, this 
1975 Triumph Trident 
has a rev counter 
showing the engine 
is running at a steady 
1400rpm. If no rev 
counter is fitted, one 
can either tune by ear 
to listen for increases 
or decreases in 
engine speed, or use 
an electronic device 
clipped to a plug lead, 
for example. 




O at any throttle setting all three slides are at precisely 
the same height within their carburettor bodies. The 
demonstration with this feature assumes one doesn't 
have access to appropriate vacuum gauge sets. These 
will arguably give even better synchronisation but 
they are not easy to use with upright engine Tridents, 
due to space limitations, even though the airbox 
is removed. 

■ Before refitting the manifold and carburettors 
to the machine, the airscrew of each carb is 'first' 
set by counting threads. While I'll often advise a 
'first' airscrew setting of IV 2 turns from seated for 
many instances, the advice for Concentrics fitted 
to the Triumph Trident/BSA Rocket 3 is 2 V 2 turns 
from seated. 

■ After refitting the carburettor set to the machine 
and connecting the linkage and guess setting the 
linkage throttle stop screw, start the motorcycle and 
run it for seven to 10 miles to ensure the engine is at 
working temperature. If you've set the tickover too 
fast, stop and knock back the setting to a fast tickover, 
circa 1000-1200rpm. On return, immediately adjust 
the airscrews as detailed in the photographs. 

Note: 

Wear to slides and body will affect the performance 
of the carburettor and while it is possible by airscrew 
adjustment to compensate for slight wear, more 
serious wear will require the instruments to be 
replaced or to be overhauled by a machinist. 

Dependent on the site of wear, this may involve 
boring the body and re-sleeving the slide to suit or, in 
some cases, either renewing or re -sleeving the slide 
may resolve the problem if the carburettor body bore 
isn't worn. 





lEBl 

Slowly adjust airscrew 
in and out while 
watching/listening 
for increases or 
decreases in engine 
speed. Set at optimum. 
Even with a triple, 
improvements to 
airscrew adjustment 
to just one cylinder 
will result in some 
increase/decrease 
in engine speed, 
though it is not as 
noticeable as carrying 
out the tuning to 
a twin carburettor, 
twin cylinder engine. 
Visible here is an 
improvement of 
approximately 200rpm 
after tuning one 
cylinder of the Trident. 
In effect, the engine is 
now running unevenly 
to a degree. Slow 
engine speed with 
throttle stop to chosen 
fast idle and tune 
second cylinder and 
then third. Sequence 
order is up to you - I 
work right to left. 
Finally, slow engine 
to normal idle speed. 
While researching this 
feature it was noted 
that one independent 
manual recommended 
SOOrpm! Not sure how 
many triples will run 
that slowly. We tend 
to set ours at about 
lOOO-llOOrpm - we 
don’t do much town 
work, so the machine 
is seldom at idle for 
long. 
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Trading place 



Upload your free advert today - www.classicmotorcycle.co.uk 




IS THE BEST PLACE TO ADVERTISE YOUR CLASSIC BRITISH BIKES AND SPARES 




of adverts we receive, we are unable to take 
telephone calls should an error occur. You are 
welcome to resubmit your corrected advert for 
inclusion in the next available issue. 

6. We can only accept one photograph 
per coupon. 

7. Please enclose a stamped address envelope if 
you would like your photograph to be returned. 



AU private adverts are FREE! 

^Upload your advert at www.classicmotorcycle.co.uk 
-impost the coupon below or fax to 01507 371064 
^We cannot accept Reader Adverts over the phone 



advertisers 



Terms and conditions for private 

1 . The advert copy provided by the customer 
must be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the code of the Advertising 
Standards Authority (www.asa.org.uk). 

The Classic MotorCycle may amend the 
advertisement to ensure compliance with 
these requirements. 

2. The Classic MotorCycle is not able to verify 



the truthfulness of any statements made by a 
customer in the advert copy. Accordingly, the 
customer will be responsible for any losses, 
expenses or other costs incurred by The Classic 
MotorCycle which are caused by an untrue 
statement made deliberately. 

3. In order to meet its production and other 
editorial requirements. The Classic MotorCycle 



reserves the right to re-classify, edit the copy or 
alter the size or colouring of any advert. 

4. Photo adverts are only available in the Trading 
Place section. We are happy to accept reader 
adverts for Autojumble, but these will appear 
without photographs. 

5. Whilst every effort is made to include your 
free advert correctly, due to the large volume 



There is no other medium so effective 
as The Classic MotorCycle' s trading 
place - so why not take advantage 
of them right now? Simply complete 
the form below and send it as soon as 
possible to: The Classic MotorCycle 
Trading Place, PO Box 99, Horncastle, 
Lincolnshire LN9 6LZ 

It is our policy at The Classic MotorCycle 
not to accept private adverts from 
traders. If, whilst looking for a bike 
in TCM, you experience a trader 
advertising as a private seller, please 
call us on 01507 529529 and we will take 
appropriate action. 

Advertisements can be accepted on this 
form, photocopy, email or internet. 



If you are a trader, give our 
advertising department a 
call on 01507 524004 for our 
latest display ad rates. 



The Classic MotorCycle Reader Adverts 



Make 


Model 


Price 













































On occasions Mortons Media Group, publisher of The Classic MotorCycle, shares selected information with its sister companies 
within the Mortons Group of Companies and with other reputable companies, who may contact you about products and services 
that may be of interest to you. If you DC NCT wish to have the details given here passed on, please tick this box □ 



Choose a section 

□ For sale □ Miscellaneous 

□ Wanted □ Picture enclosed 

□ Spares 

Name: 

Address: 



Area/County: 



Telephone: 



Email: 


*Not published 


Signature: 


1 confirm that 1 am not a dealer 


Date: 




MONTH 


CODE 






Trading place 




BOOK YOUR AD NOW! 




ARIEL Red Hunter, 350cc, 1939, 
fully restored, excellent working 
order, current owner almost 20 
years, £8000 Tel. 01736 360013. 
Cornwall 




BMW R80ST 1983, immaculate, 
twin plugged heads, 60mpg, 
new MoT on sale, Odyssey 
battery, good Avon Roadrider 
tyres. Tel. 07926 069777. Devon 




BSA GOLD STAR DB32, 
1959/60, tax exempt, one reg 
owner, original registration 
documents, engine/frame 
numbers, £18,500 Tel. 02380 
261852. Hampshire 




CONDOR A580 1953, nice 
original, ex Swiss military bike, 
high & low ratio gearbox, correct 
leather panniers etc, history & 
V5C, £5500 Tel. 07798 866071. 
Middx 




DUCATI SUPERLIGHT MKV 

1997, No 150, 17,000 miles, 2nd 
owner since 2001 , £4995 ono Tel. 
07739 175730. Cumbria 




online www.classicmotorcycle.co.uk post/fax Fill in the coupon on page 101 email freeads@classicmotorcycle.co.uk 



ARIEL 350 1947, earlier 

restoration, excellent condition, 
£4250 Tel. 01 296 681 690. Bucks 




ARIEL 350 1960, Red Hunter, in 
good condition, £3500 Tel. David 
07555 253766. Exeter 




BIMOTA DB2SR 1995, Martini 
racing colours, 904cc, 5695 
miles, MoT August 201 6, original 
SS cylinder studs replaced with 
HTS, vgc, £9850 or reasonable 
offer. Tel. 07763 012780; 01425 
478045. Hampshire 




BMW R100RT 28,000 miles, full 
luggage, full MoT, excellent 
condition. Tel. 01923 461289. 
Hertfordshire 




BSA BANTAM 175cc, first reg 
03/67, last taxed 12/80, stored 
since 1 989 as a future restoration 
project, condition is completely 
unknown, buyer to collect, £500 
Tel. 01598 710405. Devon 



BSA BANTAM nice condition, 
1 965, D7, 1 75cc, fully overhauled, 
31,324 miles on the clock 
electronic ignition, rear luggage 
rack, ride & enjoy, £1 300 ono Tel. 
07799 813523; 01689 891345. 



BSA C11 fully restored, 1946, 
nut & bolt restoration front to 
back over several years, show 
winning bike in 2014 at the 
Triumph show, MoT, £3750 Tel. 
01189 664623. Berkshire 



BSA D14 BANTAM 8500 miles, 
MoT, V5, ride or show, black, 
could deliver at cost, £1850 Tel. 
07925 896698. Cheshire 




BSA M21 outfit with Busmar 
sidecar, 1959, original condition, 
all complete, sidecar brake, large 
boot & sunroof, used daily, 
£8000 ono Tel. 01903 505578. 
West Sussex 




COTTON TRIALS motorcycle, 
250cc, V5 registered for road by 
Cotton, vgc, been stored in 
house last 25 years, low mileage, 
£3000 Tel. 01 244 53541 3. Clwyd 



CAROLE NASH 

^9^' B I R t li EH A T 

Classic Bike 

insurance 

0800 781 9308 

Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd 
is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. 




DMW 197CC 200P, older 
restoration, rare bike, needs 
recommissioning, £3000 Tel. 
01237 422554; 07715 721065. 
Devon 







BSA ROYAL STAR 1969, new 
wheels & tyres, exhausts 
silencers, new pistons, small 
ends, good bottom end, need 
space for another bike, rides, 
runs well, £3350 ovno Tel. 01621 
786100. Essex 




, ■ 



DMW 250cc Scrambler, circa 
1965, unique opportunity to 
purchase a rare machine, 
powered by DMW’s own engine, 
vgc, £5000 Tel. 01237 422554; 
07715 721065. Devon 




BUSMAR ASTRAL double adult 
sidecar, chassis restored & 
brand new replica body built in 
2008, new upholstery & sunroof, 
all faithful to original design, 
£3200 ono Tel. 01626 852707. 
Devon 




DMW 197cc, trials, circa 1950, 
Earles front fork, ride or restore, 
good winter project, £2250 Tel. 
01237 422554; 07715 721065. 
Devon 




EXCELSIOR TALISMAN Twin, 
February 1962, good overall 
condition, original paint, MoT 
middle March 201 6, ready to ride, 
£2150 Tel. 01404 46570. Devon 




FRANCIS-BARNETT Trials 83, 
fitted 32A, 1959, £5250 ono Tel. 
07788 925200. Hants 




FRANCIS-BARNETT Cruiser 80, 
MKII, 1960, £2350 ono Tel. 
07788 925200. Hants 




FRANCIS-BARNETT Scrambler 
250cc, two-stroke single, road 
legal with V5, 1 958 so no MoT or 
tax needed, £1000 Tel. 01452 
524481 . Gloucestershire 




FRANCIS-BARNETT Plover 78, 
1958, 150cc, recent restoration, 
bike in show condition, new 
paint, rewire, engine, oil seals, 
p/x or swap Jap 125cc, £1750 
Tel. 07792 276268. North 
Yorkshire 




FRANCIS-BARNETT Falcon 81, 
1958, superb paint & chrome, 
new battery, seat, tyres and 
tubes, starts, runs & stops 
perfectly, £1750 ono Tel. 01455 
44987. Leics 




HARLEY DAVIDSON 883R 



Sportster 2004, twin discs. 
Mustang saddle, windscreen, 
new Hagons and fork seals, 
regular servicing, 8500 miles, 
vgc, £4200 Tel. 01278 785190. 
Somerset 




HESKETH V1000 new 

unregistered unused, one of the 
last to come out of Easton Neston 
in 1983, collectors motorcycle, 
possibly the only new unused one 
that exists, £30,000 Tel. 01495 
759234. Gwent 




HONDA C72 250cc Dream, 
1964, restored, powder coated 
frame, many new parts, MoT, 
lovely comfortable ride, electric 
start etc, £2499 Tel. Mike 01386 
48007. Worcs 
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CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES LTD 



Invest In Recession Proof Classic British Bikes 




ARIEL LEADER, 250cc: BENELLI 5Q0LS 492ce, 1977,4 

...£3350 cytFider.. £3999 



TRIUBVPH BONNEVILLE Roysl 
Wedding 1961 744cc.,. £3.999 



eSA Gold Stir OB3E 19S7. 
matehlng factory rvos.. £14,999 



3SA SUPER ROCKET 650CC 
19«1 orlgreg ££999 



BSA CltG/CtZ Swinging Arm 
1936, 249gg £2959 



DSA nOCmOQld Star 650CC. 
1992 and 1993, rmm ..£Z3,50D 



imUMPK TJger 100 ONcc, 
1902, rnslcNIng poi ,.,,„E4850 



DSA CIS, 249cg, 1963 ..£1,999 



TRIUMPK TIODA SOUec. 1962 
matching nii« .£4999 



THiUMPK T120 Honneiille. 
197G, OOQee, matching nm 



ZZ 250 ENDURO. 
match Ing nos 



THIUMPR DafylonallOORSOOcc 
twin carlit., ...,£4750 



EXCELSIOR Talisinan Twin, 1951 



TRAHCIS BARNETT. 2SDGC. 



ROYAL ENFIELD Bullet 
Rnedster34BEE 1993... .£1350 



SUN ChallenBor 1965, 19 ?gg 
rad new chrome wheels, rides 



VEIOCETTE 

CLASSICS 



VELOCETTE Venom, 
49BCC 



1957, 

£7999 



VELOCETTE Venom Clubman, 
4990C, 1967. Glee Start £14,999 



HONOA CD7S0 K2 1972 736go 
E0999 



VELOCETTE ThiuitOn OtidiCs, 
t9E6& 1957 from £23,999 



HONUACS75P KU, 1970, totall] 
shmning .£24,991 



HONDA CB75Q Kt 1970 730cc 
£9999 



VELOCETTE THRUJfTON 5O0cc 
1968 £23,999 



HONDA CB566 Four, 1974, HONDA 0L350, 1969 ..,£5999 



VELOCEHE Venom Clubman. 
19E4, SnOCcStuRniirg. £13,500 



KAWASAKI 
1970, 49BC0 



HI 'A MACK III SUZUKI AtOi] 1973 IDOcc MOT d 
£12,500 ..£1799 



SUZUKI GT55Q. Choice from 
,,...£4750 



SUZUKI T20 Super 6, 247ec, 
,£2999 



Amorioanspec: 



SUZUKI GHSO. 1 97Z , 750c5. . SUZUKI GT750 MedeU 1172 
£5999 



SUZUKI GT360 1 974 E4 , 500 YAMAHA R0350 1974... £5993 



n 


iOTORCYGLES a PROJECTS WANTED TO BUY FOR STQGK - 1 


BASKET CASES TO GONCOURS - C0UECT10N ANYWHER 


E 



PLEASE SEE 
EBAY SELLER ID 



AND VIDEOS 



Tel: 01928 788500 MOB; 07979 852000 ASK FOR LAWRENCE 

• Emails clas$icbike$1@yahoo.co.uk 

V/S^TOflS WELCOME WEEKDAYS 9am-5.30pi7l BUT PLEASE RING FiRST gno niPc^TinAfc 



XLASSIC-MOTORCTCLES-LTD' pg bqx 1 , NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE CW 8 2 RD 
FOR MORE DETAILED PHOTOS nwmnitiun, vnE^nme: vna 



DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT . 
UK & EUROPE, 
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING CAN 
, BE ARRANGED 
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JAMES CARGO London ts? 722 






MOTO RC YCLE Manchester +44(0 j i6 1 






SHIPPING w w w.j amescargobikesxom 




BOOK YOUR AD NOW! onUne www.classicmotorcycle.co.uk post/fax Fill in the coupon on page 101 email freeads@classicmotorcycle.co.uk 



HONDA CB650Z 1980, good 
unrestored condition, has current 
MoT, starts & runs well, Motad 
four into one exhaust, recent 
service, £1750 ono Tel. Ken 
01284 702011. Suffolk 




HONDA CB750 KZ 1979, many 
reconditioned parts, additional 
powder coated frame, wheels 
resprayed tank, panels new 
silencers pipes etc, £2500 spent 
on parts, looking for £950 ovno 
Tel. Tony 01559 363693. Wales 




HONDA CB77 race K4 forks, 
race 350 pistons, Joy Somerton 
cam, Amal 30” MK Ns, Swarbrick 
pipes, alloy rims 18” oil cooler, 
V5, £3000 Tel. 01614 432492. 
Cheshire 




HONDA CBR600F 2000, 49,800 
miles, MoT 2016, new tyres, 
reliable, fsh, £1250 Tel. 07925 
1 2861 2; 01 865 51 3531 . Oxon 




HONDA CL175 1970, electric 
and kickstart, twin carbs, very 
nice condition, runs really well, 
full MoT, new battery, £2250 Tel. 
01535 611181. West Yorks 




HONDA HORNET 600cc, very 
good condition, new battery, 
14,000 miles, Sorn, will MoT, 
garaged last two years, reg 2001 , 
£1900 ono Tel. 01900 814767. 
Cumbria 



HONDA REPSOL reg 2013, 
110m, ABS, 250cc, very good 
condition, still under 
manufacturer’s warranty £3100 
ono Tel. 01 900 81 4767. Cumbria 



IFA/MZ BK350 1956, rare two 
stroke twin, good condition, on 
the road, rebuilt engine, 
electronic ignition etc, delivery 
possible. Tel. Andy 07792 
439526; 01524 34178. Lancs 



INDIAN 101 750cc combination, 
1928, Indian sidecar & chassis 
fitted on left hand side of the bike, 
lovely condition, £25,000 may 
split Tel. 07798 866071 . Middx 



INDIAN 741 B 1941, 600cc, 
good running order, in regular 
use and in good condition, 
£12,000 Tel. 07890 681823. 
Notts 




JAMES 600 unique condition, 
1918, totally restored, British 
registration, carbide lightning, 
ready to drive, bike is in Holland, 
€16,500. Tel. 0031-495-546054. 




KAWASAKI W650 2002, 

fantastic condition, doubt you 
would find better, needs nothing 
just tax it and go, £3250 ono Tel. 
07817 257889. Leics 




MOTO GUZZI ZIGOLOS two, 
both with V5C registration 
documents, 1 1 0cc, MoT expired 
in July & incomplete, 98cc, 
£2050 ono Tel. 07840 251105. 
Lancs 




NORTON DOMINATOR 88 

1958 wideline with alternator/ 
magneto engine, recent respray 
tank, frame & mudguards, new 
s/s rims & spokes, tyres, twin 
leader front brake, vgc, £6000 
ono Tel. 01162 782401. Leics 




JAMES COMET 1951, 98cc, 
Villiers, full restoration inc 
chrome, paint & decals, 21” 
chrome wheels, stainless spokes, 
new tyres, tubes, piston rings, 
£2650 Tel. 07971 123702. South 
Yorkshire 




KAWASAKI W650 year 2000, 
15,000 miles, with sidecar, 
lowered gearing, steering 
damper, large battery, sidecar 
electrics, fully sorted, good clean 
condition, on Sorn, £3200 Tel. 
07769 289242. Surrey 




MZ301 excellent condition, MoT 
Feb 2016, 25,000 miles, no 
known faults, might exchange for 
small Brit bike. Tel. Bob 01913 
884084; 07470 387302. Durham 




NORTON DOMINATOR 88 

1 960, one owner 50 years superb 
condition, £6500 Tel. 01934 
852568. Somerset 




CAROLE NASH 

gTjfi g -| p Y p ^ y 



Classic Bike 

insurance 

0800 7 I i 

Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd 
is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. 




MATCHLESS G80CS Slimline 



Featherbed frame, 1 960, motor & 
trans, Morad rims, w/stainless 
spokes. Conical hubs, $21,000, 
Tel. 406-449-6567. Email, 
montanacityl 927@yahoo.com 
USA 




NORTON ATLAS 1965, 
matching numbers, fully restored, 
one previous owner, original 
mudguards & Lucas lighting, 
new chrome rims, seat & exhaust 
etc, £7500 Tel. 01544 388030. 



Herefordshire 




NORTON ES2 1952, lovely bike, 
old logbook, used regularly, 
wheels rebuilt, tank repainted, 
excellent mechanics, newish 
tyres, £4900 Tel. Brian 01162 
880266. Leics 




JAMES SUPERSWIFT rare 
1962, 250cc, only made 1962/63, 
original frame & engine numbers, 
good condition, starts & runs well, 
£2150 Tel. Malcolm 01797 
361344; 07709 658866. Kent 




MATCHLESS G9 1955, 
Clubman, on Sorn, last MoT 
201 0, heated garage stored last 
five years, not concours but vgc 
mechanically and cosmetically, 
£4250 ono Tel. Dave 07970 
735129. Northants 




NORTON ATLAS 750 1 964, one 
owner from new, runs well & in 
good condition, 6935 miles, 
£6500 Tel. 07762 333894. Co 
Durham 




NSU SUPERMAX Special, 250cc, 
1958, all frame & cycle parts 
recently powder coated, wheels 
rebuilt with stainless spokes, 12 
volt conversion & electronic 
ignition, £4250 may p/xTel. 01328 
700711. Norfolk 




KAWASAKI GPZ500S one 

owner from new, dry stored for 
twenty years, MoT, good original 
condition, only 700 miles from 
new, £1600 Tel. 01255 553865. 




MONTESA 1 971 , Cota 247 trials, 
with V5C & transferable 
registration number, plus spare 
frame & engine & other spares, 
£1900 the lot Tel. 01522 753100. 
Linos 




NORTON COMMANDO 750 

Interstate 1972, rebuilt by 
engineer with all updates & 
Grimeca 4LS, on Sorn, £6995 Tel. 
Cliff 07989 128136. West 
Midlands 




RELIANT TRIKE 1978 one-off 
special, lots of recent parts, 
handles brilliantly, towbar fitted, 
needs a little tic, currently on 
road, £2750 Tel. 01691 828744. 
Shropshire 
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SMITHS AUTOCYCLES 



Readihg Standard V-Twin 

1917 £34,400 



£9,600 



Est. 1972 



TEL: 07768 510356 www.autocycles.co.uk 



1919 Briggs & Stratton £5996 1914 Wall Autowhaal £4500 



1903 Werner..,,. £POA 1920 Austro Motorett ..,£4200 



1922 Velotoudste......,,.. £3950 1919 Labinel Micromoteur . £3995 

EARLY CYCLEMOTORS ALWAYS WANTED FOR CASH 
PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 
MANY MORE IN STOCK 





1926 Royal Enffeld K 976cc £1S,250 

1929 AJS Big Pqrt 350cc fate saddle tank model -£M00 

1926 AJS G2 V-TwIn 799oc gleaming machine .....£20,000 

1921 AJS J4odel D SOOoc tovely v-lwin outfit £21 ,500 

1924 AJS D V-Twin BOQcc nie& quality motoncyclB... £1B,50D 

1936 AJS Model 2 990oc v-twin. handsomely fInisJied in silver £22,500 

1959 AJS V-Twin 990cc interesting special £12,650 

1933 AJS 33/2 V-Twin lOOOcc last ownership since 1959 £20,000 

1931 ARIEL Sloper 500cc 4 valve very desirable! £16,000 

1929 BAKER Modal GO 25Qcc outstanding macfiine. £7000 

1925 BSA round tank 2B0cc Elie legendary bike £5000 

1926 BSA 3i50oc SV beautifully reterbished £7650 

1936 BSA EMPIRE STAR SOOoc desirable machine .£Sa&0 

1926/1930 BSA SLOPER SOOoc choice of 2 £61S0/£9250 

1925 BSA S25 50DcC good dnef... £9250 

1953 BSA A10 6SOoc plunger Flash ...E47S0 

1921 BSA A V-Tw 770ccthe legendary tejci hike £15,250 

1932 BSA V-TwIn 3 wheeler l02Tcc red and white .... Reduced £12,500 

1957 I30UGLAS DragcnHy 350cc smart machine........... £5650 

1953 MATCHLESS G3L 350CC clean tale rigid ........£5000 

1920 MATCHLESS H2 lOOOocoutfll restorers dream ....£14,500 

1933 NEW IMPERIAL Modal 30 250cc, lovely lightweighi £4500 

1954/57 NORTON ES2 490cc choice of 2 £SOOO/£S7SO 

1929 NORTON CS1 SOOcc OHO first cammy £25,000 

1952 NORTON MODEL IflSOOcc, very presefiteble machine £5750 

1960 NORTON DOMINATDR 99 eOOcc nice in cream and black. ...E6250 

1930 OEC V-Twin 750cc unique!*.. .£20,000 

1953 PANTHER 100 GOCcc on a genuine sidecar chassis will split £7000 

1956/61/63 PANTHER 100/120 600/650cccholee cf 3 ......... ..E4S50/E5650 

1963 ROYAL ENFIELD Supar5 250CC presentebie machine.......................................... £2500 

1926 ROYAL ENFIELD Model K97SOC smart sports outfit.. £10,250 

1933 SCOTT 6Wcc 2 sln^ke twin £7500 

1931/32 SUNBEAM MODEL 9 500ec choice of 2 ..£92&0/£1 1,000 

1947 TRIUMPH SOOoc good used tele rigid £5000 

1921 TRIUMPH Model H 550cc fine vintage machine £10,250 

1925 TRIUMPH Model P SOOcc smart machine with local history £8000 

1929 TRIUMPH CSD 650cc would suit ageing Hippy! £6000 

1965 TRIUMPH T120R 650cc smart machine £5500 

1956 TRIUMPH TR6 650oc handsome bike £6750 

1954 TRIUMPH TllO 650CC beautiful I £6250 

1936 VELOCETTE KSS 3S0cc OHC smart pne war cammy £12,256 

1967 VELOC ETT E Venqm 500cc smart example £7500 

1954 VELOCETTE MSS 560cc very £0500 

FOR CURRENT STOCK PLUS LOADS OF INFO SEE OUR WEDSITE 

www.ariilybiiy5bikes.conn 

QOOD PRICES PAID, IMMEDIATE DECISIONS, NO MESSINQ 

TEL: Andy or Jo (01728} 724321 

Old Railway Stationr Station Road, Framlinghant, 
Woodbrldgo, SuHolk IP13 SEE. Mobile 07802 OS6114 
enta it; andy bu ysb I kes€>fi o1 mail.com 



1900 DeDlon Bouton 2^hp.£POA 1901 Werner 216cc £14,000 



1905 Clement Gladi 0 tor,.,„„£POA 1906 Motosaceche,,,. £9750 



1929 AJS Big Port 350cc 



£9,000 



1955 Ambassador 197cc 



1933 New Imperial 250cc £4500 



1952 Sun Hornet 96cc 



.£1,850 



1963 



.£7000 



1926 BSA 350CC SV 



£7660 



1962 Rands Barnet 69 250cc„.,.. £1 ,650 



1953 Matchless G3L 350cc £5,000 



1939 BSA B21 250cc. 



Bretti SrotKers Old Bikes Selling Vintage MotorcydeSj Corso Taranto, 
1-101 54 Torino, Italy. 0039335 276S97 / 6904663, info^brettibrothers.com 

www.brettibrothers.com f 

We ship worldwide. Follow us on Facebook 
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BOOK YOUR AD NOW! onUne www.classicmotorcycle.co.uk post/fax Fill in the coupon on page 101 email freeads@classicmotorcycle.co.uk 




RICKMAN MATTISE Honda 
750 factory bike, reg as Rickman, 
all correct original parts, AP 
brakes, Marzzocci forks, MoT, 
£7250 one Tel. Ian 07523 
914187. Essex 





ROYAL ENFIELD Continental 
GT show bike spec, 14th bike 
ever made, chassis number 14, 
full show bike spec with factory 
supplied extras & original parts, 
£3995 Tel. 07763 182148. East 
Sussex 





ROYAL ENFIELD Elextrax, 2005 
Watsonian sidecar, 500cc, 
engine problem, good condition, 
kick & electric start, 8000 miles, 
£1750 Tel. 01535 611181. West 
Yorkshire 





ROYAL ENFIELD Bullet Electra 
X 2005, 3000 miles, Hitchcock’s 
performance kit, new Avon tyres, 
immaculate condition, 11 
months MoT, £2500 ono Tel. 
01332 766290. Derbyshire 





ROYAL ENFIELD 65, 2003, new 
MoT, just 12,500kms, much 
service history, currently on Sorn, 
£1200 Tel. 01892 537517. Kent 




ROYAL ENFIELD Crusader 
Sport 250cc, original buff log 
book, reg classic, tax exempt, 
many spares including original 
front mudguard, £1800 Tel. 
01590 672518. Hampshire 




SCOTT FLYING SQUIRREL, 

1 947, 600cc, three owners, nice 
original unrestored Shipley bike, 
in long storage so recommission 
reqd, £6950 Tel. 07887 917466. 
Shropshire 



ROYAL ENFIELD 350cc, 2007, 
Hitcocks Alloy barrel & piston, 
carb conversion, s/steel rims, 
spokes, lots spent on this bike, 
6550 miles, £1450 Tel. 07443 
611731. Suffolk 




SEELEY TRIUMPH unique Cafe 
Racer, 1972, alloy/black Seeley 
frame & running gear, 4LS front 
brakes, Oldani alloy wheels, tank, 
etc, £13,000 Tel. 01302 537485. 
Doncaster, South Yorks 



ROYAL ENFIELD 250cc 
Continental, 1963, correct 
engine/frame numbers along 
with paintwork & chrome, almost 
concours, £4500 Tel. 07870 
812805. West Yorkshire 




CAROLE NASH 

g.'jr'i a I K T JJ A Y 

The care " j: 

Classic Bike 

insurance 

0800 781 

Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd 
is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. 



ROYAL ENFIELD 1961 Meteor 
Minor Delux with chrome 
mudguards, side panels, fork 
shrouds & Siamese exhaust, 
original transferable reg, starts 
easily & runs well, Sorn, £3000 
Tel. 07747 020725. Essex 




SUZUKI AN500 2013, Burgman 
scooter, 3100 miles, includes 
topbox, as new condition, small 
scratch grabrail, £3900 Tel. 
01903 505578. Worthing 



SCOTT 1962, 600cc, original, 
Birmingham built, engine rebuilt 
by Tim Sharp, reduction gear on 
oil pump and electronic ignition, 
MoT, £10,000 ono Tel. 07891 
1 1 9279. Devon 




SUZUKI GS1000E classic bike, 
full MoT only 18,000 miles, good 
condition, worth a look, £2250 
Tel. Pete 07702 434407. West 
Mids 




SUZUKI GSX1100 ESD, 1983, 
38,000 miles, 95% original, top 
end and cosmetic rebuilt, MoT 
needed, £1900 Tel. 07570 
819010. Wiltshire 




SUZUKI GT250 X7, first reg 
1984, full restoration with all new 
genuine parts owned five years, 
needs nothing, £3250 Tel. 07581 
008210. South Yorkshire 




SUZUKI GT750J 1972, pink, 
owned 10 years, in very nice 
condition but too big for me. Tel. 
01278 732853. Devon 




TRIUMPH Speed Twin, 1939, all 
numbers correct, trans reg no, 
ready to use, lovely light & swift, 
£14,000 Tel. 07792 352423. 
West Midlands 




TRIUMPH 3TA Twenty One, 350 
twin, 1965 original frame & 
engine, ex Devon & Cornwall 
police, 12V Boyer, tis brake, 
bikini fairing, MoT, runs very well, 
£4000 ovno Tel. 01902 333558; 
07866 590918. West Mids 




TRIUMPH Speed Twin, 1959, 
nice clean bike, matching 
numbers, buff log book, recent 
new chain, sprockets, cables, 
tyres, electronic ignition, £3850 
Tel. 07770 695738. West 



Yorkshire 




TRIUMPH 6T 1 959 totally rebuilt, 
engine is now Bonnie spec, 
stainless rims/spokes, hubs, 
frame, oiltank, toolbox, MoT & 
tax exempt, £5500 Tel. 01507 
441079; 07951 916818. Linos 




TRIUMPH Speed Triple, Mkl, 
1997, rare 750cc, six speed, 
23,000 miles, S/H, recent MoT 
with no advisories, complete with 
seat cowl, £2850 Tel. Jay 07746 
639782. Kent 




TRIUMPH AMERICA 900cc, 
two years old, 63 plate, very 
good condition, 2000 miles, last 
service July 2015, £5995 Tel. 
07725 627713. Oxfordshire 




SUZUKI SP400 1982, good old 
thumper, new adjustable Hagon 
Shocks, recent tyres, £1300 Tel. 
07429 447452. Kent 




TRIUMPH Speed Twin, 1949, 
Watsonian Ascot sidecar 
(restored), cosmetically excellent 
with a completely reworked 
engine, very reliable & easy 
starter, £6500 Tel. 01 437 929759. 
Dyfed 




TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 

Newchurch 2015, 700 miles, as 
new mint condition, used to ride 
to work in nice weather. Triumph 
pipes and centre stand, lovely 
bike, £6150 Tel. 07419 121062. 
Glos 




SUZUKI T20 basket case, 1968, 
with half extra bike as spares, not 
running, needs work, material for 
a wonderful & fun fast classic 
motorcycle, in Denmark, £1000 
Tel. 4528109517. Email. 
racmeister@gmail.com 




TRIUMPH 3TA 1959, with 
Velorex sidecar, new clutch & 
drive chains, new silencers 
exhaust pipes, good tyres, 12V 
electrics, indicators, new 
carburettor, £4150 Tel. 01132 
771364. West Yorkshire 




TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 

America, 860cc, 2009 model 
with 9500 miles, MoT till May 
2016, accessories, vgc, very 
economical & comfortable ride, 
£4500 Tel. 07793 322049. Staffs 
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Jacksons of Knebworth 

Sales, Service & Repairs of alt 
classic, vintage & veteran motorcyc/es 




Royal 

£kpielo 

SPECIALIST 




BIKES FOR SALE 



AJS 350 1962p vfiry good condition SOLD.. £2495 

ESA BANTAM B175 1969. Wua. excellent restored condrlicn £1995 

BSAA7 500 SHOOTING STAR 1956, green, nicely restored.... ......£5995 

BSA W55/7 500CC OHV 1 934 handsome twin port single £5695 

HONDA C95 1966, biue, ISOcc electric start, nice original conditron, 12 months MoT.E2595 

DOUGLAS 19S1, good Banbury bike £6995 

EXCELSIOR TAUSMANTWIN 1955, 1st class restoration to avery high standard £3995 

HONDA CR125M ELSINORE 1977 motocross very litlle use from new, 1{K)i% original. POA 

JAMES 197 1960. very dean £1495 

MATCHLESS 250 1960, in eKceltent condition. . . ..£2995 

ROYAL ENFIELD ELECTRA XS 500CC, 2006. 4,000 miles only black. ....£3995 

ROYAL ENFIELD ELECTRA EFI 500 SPECIAL 2010 ( call tor details } £2795 

ROYAL ENFIELD 2004 500oc "65" 5 speed Red, electric start single seat/luggage rad( 

sporis exhaust £2795 

ROYAL ENFIELD 3S0 CLASSIC 2003, Black, 4 speed, sports exhaust, fully serviced and 

12 months MoT £2495 

ROYAL ENFIELD ELECTRA EFI DELUXE 2009. 3000 miles only, sports exhausts, black 

and chrome £2995 

scon SPECIAL 1956, Birmingham model, 600cc PDA 



MISCELLANEOUS 



ATCO 192D's Lawnmcwer with Villiers 2 stroke engine, oqmplete and origirval.. ......£295 

FULLY RESTORED WICKER SIDECAR compleie with frttings, to suit vetoran/vintage 
motorcycle £2995 

Top pnce paid for your ctassic, vintage or veteran motorcycte 




124 London Road, Knebworth, Herts SG3 6EY 
Q1438 812B28 « harvey-jackson@btconnectxom 



NORTHANTS CLASSIC 
BIKE CENTRE 

We have moved to 162 WalEinghorough Rd, Rustiden, Northants NN10 9SU 

Tel: 01933 355525 

1964 Royal Enfield 256 £2595 

1959 Royal Enfield 350 £1495 

2003 Royal Enfield 500, e/start...£169S 

1954Trlumph 500TRSC Rep £6695 

1959'n'lumphTR6 £5995 

1965 Tllumph 650 TR6 £6495 

1969 Triumph 650 TR6 £6595 

1977 Triumph T14D Jubilee £7495 

www.northantsciassicbikes.co.uk 

Viewing and Sales Tuesday to Saturday 
British Bikes bought for cash or sold on connmission J 



2015 AJS new Modena scooter...£1295 

1961 AJS 650 £3995 

1959 Ariel 250 Leader £2495 

1957 Ariel 350 £2395 

1962 BSA RGS Rep 650 £6995 

1960 Ftancis Barnett Falcon £1995 

1976 Honda 550 4 £3495 

1974 Honda CB360 £2495 

1962 Norton 600 Domlnator £6295 



RDX CLASSIC BIKES 



BUSINESS FOR SALE 

- tor full details phone Roger 

Jeep Gherake 05 reg, 2.4 petnol good mpg, 
33,000 miies only full history and service 
possible part exchange for bike 
Mold Minarelli 50cc Italian, free deiivery .. £360 
Honda Express, 50cc, 1980, free delivery £460 
Francis Barnet! project, free delivery £570 
Yamaha XJ550 1980, restored, nice bike, 

bargain, possibie part exchange... .£1250 

Ford Cougar 1998, good solid car, 87,000 

miles, bargain, offers, px bike £300 

F/Sarnett 199, \<m (Ttiles. free delivery £780 

Ambassador scramble type bike, 225cc single 
Villiers, aly wheels, free delivery £780 



WANTED: 

Suzuki Jeep 

Ariel 350 NH restoration project 
or w.h.y 

SPARES: 

Velo LE spares large quantity 
to be sold in job lot 
B&A parts and spares 
Honda COO spares 
Honda engines/petrol tanks 
Honda CG spares 
Kawasaki Z400 spares 
BSA Dandy spares 
Honda Dream spares 
Suzuki 250 spares 
Honda 175 Sloper spares 



Teh Roger on 01706 853346 or 07860 683794 anytime 
FREE DELIVERY FOR MOST BIKES 






Automoto A17 from 1930 3S0cc sv In good 
runnlr>g condition and with original Dutch reglstraHon 
papem. This Automoto has very nice details ..,.€6950 



HarJey Davidson WLA I943. very original bike, 
dvillanised In Holland In the 70fs. This bike runs and 
drives perfect .....,.€15,500 



Nimbus 750cc fiour-eyrllnder built In 1954 In a veiy 
nice restored condition. The Nimbus has Danish 
papers €8950 



PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A FULL LIST OF OUR BIKES FOR SALE 
OVER 200 OLD MOTORCYCLES IN STOCK 

WANTED PRE 1945 MOTORCYCLES IN ALL CONDITIONS - ALSO COMPLETE COLLECTIONS WANTED 

We speak English and German. Visiting Is strictly 1^ appointment elriter by phone/emall 

info@dutch-lioii'inotorbikes.com • www.dutcli-lion'inotorblkes.com 



Harley Davidson WLA 750, 1942 In veiy nice rest 
03nd. The WLA are called Liberators in Europe. This 
WLA was left behind after the war 6^ was found 1 0 yrs 
ago has been rest by the former owner €1 5.500 



Beautiful restored Honda CB550F, runs and 
drives like a new Honda in 1977 should. This Honda 
has the orfginaJ Dutch registration €2950 



This former Danish policeblke was built specially 
for the pollceforce with the fast R67/2 engine. The 
BMW runs and drives very well. The ftame Is from a 
R51/3 €8250 
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TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 750 

Cafe Racer, £5995 Tel. 07543 
007007. Berkshire 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 1967, 
matching nos good condition, 
£5500 Tel. 07712 078464. East 
Sussex 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T120R 

1969, vgc, matching numbers 
rebuilt in 2014 by professional 
Triumph restorer, 400 miles since, 
MoT to July 2016, £9500 Tel. 
01684 592738. Glos 







TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE bike is 
in the US, believe is one of the 50 
Bonneville Royal Ltd Edition 
bikes sold in the US, it has been 
in CT, USA since sold in Norwich, 
CT, in March 1982. Email. 
brooster59@g mai I . CO m 



TRIUMPH CUB TRIALS 250cc, 
bored stroked, Boyer, Dell’orto & 
Amal, new barrel & piston, all 
usual mods, standard frame. 
Rock shocks, competitive bike, 
£3700 Tel. 07718 190392. Kent 




TRIUMPH DAYTONA 1200 

Classic mid 90s British super 
bike, recent discs, chain, 
sprockets, battery & MoT, 33,000 
miles, in regular use, very fast & 
reliable £1 750 Tel. 01 424 21 2534. 
East Sussex 




TRIUMPH T110 1958, non 
matching, £5500 Tel. 07710 
268867. West Sussex 




TRIUMPH T90/3TA 1961, great 
useable condition, MoT April 
2016, comes with matching 
numbers, spare engine, slight 
ethanol damage to tank paint, 
£3250 Tel. 01 908 385889. Milton 
Keynes 




TRIUMPH LEGEND 1998, one 
previous owner, only 5000 miles, 
lovely condition, not used since 
2007, starts, runs, carbs do need 
attention, on Sorn, £3500 ono Tel. 
07724 651808. Gwynedd 




TRIUMPH T120 BONNEVILLE 



1966, fully rebuilt, matching 
frame & engine numbers, Boyer 
electric ignition, new MoT, very 
low mileage, £7500 ono Tel. 
01305 262056. Dorset 




TRIUMPH THUNDERBIRD 650 

1959, fully restored, £8000 Tel. 
07934 393732. Buckinghamshire 




TRIUMPH SPEEDTWIN rebuilt 
as T100, full MoT, stainless 
wheels, lovely bike, 1954. Tel. 
01535 611181; 07791 295791. 
West Yorks 




CAROLE NASH 



B I R T H P A Y 

Tht care il 

Classic Bike 

insurance 

■" I I ; ; . 

Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd 
is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. 




TRIUMPH TIGER 110 1954, 
mint condition, matching 
numbers, low miles. Tel. 07702 
013705. Grampian 




TRIUMPH SPRINT Triple, 900cc, 
60,000 miles, 1995, top end 
engine failure, bike has been kept 
garaged, good condition, £450 
Tel. 07404 486333. London 




TRIUMPH T21 1962, a rare 
opportunity, one owner, original, 
matching numbers, 600 miles 
since engine rebuild, on Sorn, 
years MoT, Rodark panniers, 
offers over £3600 Tel. 01579 
362940. Cornwall 




TRIUMPH TIGER CUB 1954, 
matching numbers, age related 
plate, great chrome, rebuilt 
engine etc, alloy rims, bike needs 
recommissioning, nice little 
machine. Tel. 07891 794643. 
Merseyside 




TRIUMPH T100SS 1962, 
genuine matching numbers, 
mechanically original except for 
professional repainted last year, 
start & runs great, £3300 ono Tel. 
Steve 07990 638055. West 




Yorkshire 



TRIUMPH T21 BATHTUB 1958, 
good condition, but not mint, a 
few new parts & extras fitted, 
sounds really well, £2500 no 
offers Tel. 07495 194747. Grt 
Manchester 




TRIUMPH TR6SR 1965, 930 
ever made, full top end engine 
rebuild, new alternator, four 
gallon tank, V5, £7000-£6500 
open to offers. Tel. 07759 
222942. London 




TRIUMPH TRAILBLAZER 250 

1971, slightly tatty, MoT Nov 
2016, Sorn, runs well, everything 
works, needs attention to the 
cartridge oil filter to stop leak, 
brand new road tyres, £1850 Tel. 
01372 379706. Surrey 




TRIUMPH TRIDENT T150V 

1974, 20,343 miles, excellent 
original condition, stainless rims 
& spokes, unleaded head, £6100 
Tel. John 02083 063033. Kent 




TRIUMPH TROPHY TIOOc, 
1970, 11 months restoration to 
original, mint bike, matching 
numbers, W.R box, Boyer 
ignition, good chrome Dunlop 
rims, £6250 Tel. Graham 01395 
278966 after 6.30pm. Devon 




TRIUMPH TROPHY 900 1992, 
29,000 miles, MoT July 2016, 
recent new Bridgestone tyres, in 
good condition, £950 Tel. 01452 
531590. Gloucs 




VELOCETTE 350cc, 1955, Mac, 
all original with pump, nearly mint 
condition, with Concentric carb, 
£5500 Tel. 01768 868565. 
Cumbria 




VELOCETTE LE 1966, water 
cooled, dry stored since 1981, 
11,000 miles approx, ex 
Velocette employee bike, not a 
basket case, £2000 Tel. 07882 
766944. West Midlands 



VELOCETTE MOV racer. 
Woods head & barrel, TT carb, 
alloy baffled tank, early KTT 
brake, alloy 18” rims, c/r gears, 
£5000 Tel. 01614 432492. 
Stockport 



VELOCETTE VIPER new main 
bearings, big end, new 
Monobloc, 12 volt electrics, 
electronic ignition, good 
condition, £6850 Tel. 02083 
045132. Kent 



VICTORIA AERO 250cc 
motorcycle from the mid 1 950s, 
complete less piston, in need of 
restoration, £650 ono Tel. 07793 
066401 . Northamptonshire 



YAMAHA RD400 to restore, 
engine running, standard trim, 
correct exhausts etc, matching 
numbers, red/white colours, 
£2250 Tel. 01874 712265 after 
6pm. Powys 
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BLAST CLEANING 



DEALERS UK 




VAPOUR 



Works: 01895 263890 

Heathrow, Middlesex 

elteci 00@bfcomiect.com 

BEAD - GRIT - ULTRASONIC 



m 



Fine Limit Cleaning and Finishing Specialists. 
Also Welding, Stove Enamel & Powder Coating 



Swadlincote Vapour Blasting 

See our website for full details of our services 
wvirtv.swadlincotevapourblasti ng.co.uk 

07702 041 826 



ELM VILLA CLASSICS 

C45H WAITING FOR BRITISH BIKBS • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 

1973 Norton Commando 850, red..... £6400 

1971 Norton Commando 750, black £5500 

1 969 Norton Commando S type, yellow £7500 

1 969 BSA Firebird Scrambler 650, red £4250 

2003 Harley-Davidson 1200 Sportster, silver£4250 
2008 Harley-Davidson 1250 Sportster, red ...£5250 
2003 Harley-Davidson 883 Sportster, black,. £2500 
Mob; 0771 7 1 53780 Tel; 01 379 5881 1 5 
Email; mward2012@btinternet.com 



BOOKS 

Pooks Books 



BUY, SELL, SWAP 

Books, Brochures, 
Mags, Manuals 

Shop at Fowkc $t, RotMey, Lcics 
TEL: 0116 237 6222 
0116 237 6661 
FAX: 0116 237 6491 

ptMiks .motorliooks^virgin. ne t 



CABLES 



J.J. CABLES Ltd 

(Jahnsan's Cables) 
Specialist Manufacturer Of Cables 

SPEEOO, TACHO, CONTBOL BOWDEN i NyLOW 
LINED. MADE TO RATTERN. DIY CABLE 
MATERIALS & FTTTINGS FROM STOCK 
All enquiries to: Flillfields Farm, 
Lighthome,Wart[s CV35 OBQ 
09.00-1130 Monday to Friday 
Phono (111926) 651470- Hx (01926) 6S19M 



DEALERS UK 







★ Workshop Services 
'A' Memorabilia, dothing 



& accessones 

Motorcycling icons From bygone times 



Moto Guzzi Falcons 19S8...£1 1.750 Norton Dominstor SS 1 962... £5,950 



Uverda Jota 1 80 Mk21 981 .£1 2.9S0 Egli Vincent 1 000 £59,950 



AJS Tnals Special 1956 £4,250 

Matchless G80CS 1 961 £10,950 

Triumph TR6SS 1962„.„.,„„..£0,9SO 

AJS Model 16 1 963 £2,950 

Honda Cl 02 ’R^ 1964,...,. £2,750 

Triumph Thunderbrnd 1965... £6,500 

BSA A50 Rayal Star 1968 £4,500 

BSAA65 Firebird 1969 ,£6,750 



BMW R60/5 1971 £3,950 

M2 ES2S0 Trophy 1973. £2,950 

Suzuki QT7S0K 1973. £6,950 

Kawasaki Z1 A 1974 £1 2,950 

Moto Morirf 3.5 Sport 1977.£4,500 
Yamaha XS1100 1978.. ........ .£7,750 

Suzuki GSXR1100 1988 .£5,250 

Ducati 748E 2003 657km from new 



Tel: 01252 625444 

Mobile; 07809 894777 

www.ClassicSuperBikes.co.uk 



CARBURETTORS 



Sinks Mousetrap Carburettor 



The Sinks Mousetrap returns for 201 6. 
Faithfully reproduced replica of the 
famous 1920's Sinks Model 250 
Mousetrap racing carburettor. 

Nickel plated bronze body. 

M/8''bore- 1-1/4" stub fitting. Suitable 
for larger singles and twin engines. 
Enquiries: contact@binks.co.nz 




www.Binks.co.nz 




jionasjNauDE: 
UltraunicClealning, 
Vapour Soda Blasting. 
All Alloy Components 
can be dcantd using 
Qurinachincfy. 

For Example, Crank Cases, 
Cylinder heads etc. 



ULTRASOWC CARBURnrOR & COMPONENT CLEANING 



Using If Itrasonic m 



I and Vapour ^ 

Cleaning 

We specialise in the cleaning of all internal & inaccessible 
passageways of most mechanical alloy companents^ 
we specialise m the motor industry. 



CALL CHRIS CLAYD£N ON 05602 051239 
OR VISIT WWW.CARBCLEANING.COM 



ENGINEERING 



AJS & MATCHLESS 

Replica Spares 
Stockists & Manufacturers 

Our spares list is constantly enlarging. 

We can also undertake manufacture of spares for any club spares schemes. 
Visitors are welcome Monday to Thursday between pam and 5pm. 
Any other time by arrangement please. 

www.andrew-engineering.co.uk 

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR SPARES LISTS OR SEND SAE 9"X5" lOO GRAMS 

ANDREW ENGINEERING (LEIGH) LTD 

14 Lodge Road, Atherton, Manchester, Lancs. M46 9BL 

Tel: +44(0)1942 888848 Fax: +44(0)1942 888878 
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Trading place 



BOOK YOUR AD NOW! online www.classicmotorcycle.co.uk post/fax Fill in the coupon on page 101 email freeads@classicmotorcycle.co.uk 



FOR SALE 



AJS 350cc engine, 1960, 
stripped down, 99% complete, 
refurbished grankshafts, can 
be picked up either Cambridge 
or Essex, £325 Tel. 07922 
043121. Cambridgeshire. 
BMW G650GS red/black, 
2011, 17,500 miles, top case, 
engine bars, immaculate 
condition, £3300 ono Tel. 
01305 250260. Dorset. 

BSA BANTAM D1 125cc, 
1953, dual saddle & fittings, 
new D1. Bantam D1 battery 
holder, new. Bantam D1 
kickstart, 1 953, gear lever D1 
1953. Tel. 01242 663903. Glos. 
BSA GOLDEN FLASH 1960, 
original condition, from new 
p/x taken, also downpipes 
and silencer, good chrome, 
came off 1962, T110 Triumph. 
Tel. 07443 642408. West 
Yorkshire. 

FRANCIS-BARNETT 1960, 
Cruiser 80 MKII, fitted 2T 
Villiers by Villiers Services Ltd, 
total recondition, fully stripped 
& rebuilt to very high standard 
everything refurbished. Tel. 
07788 925200. Hampshire. 
FRANCIS-BARNETT Falcon 
81, 1958, paintwork & chrome 
in superb condition, new 
seat, battery, tyres & tubes, 
starts, runs & stops perfectly, 
attractive and well sorted bike, 
£1750 ono Tel. 01455 449877. 
Leics. 

HONDA CB750FA 1980, 
complete less mirrors, new 
Motad exhaust, ideal winter 
project, £750 Tel. 07484 
122793. Staffs. 

LA FRANCAISE DIAMANT 

1 953, type 23, 1 25cc, separate 
three speed gearbox, runs 
all in original condition, all 
paperwork, £2200 ono Tel. 
01773 834509 or France 
00332 43007831. 

LAVERDA FORMULA 668cc, 
black, compact Sportster, 
one of 200, MoT recent new 
rear tyres, £2700 Tel. 07794 
117679. South Wales. 

MOTO GUZZI V50 being 
built as Cafe Racer almost 
finished project, respray, new 
tyres etc, exchange for smaller 
Italian or any year British bike, 
very rough project. Tel. 01978 
842668. Clwyd. 

NEW HUDSON 211cc 
T/S two speed, first class 
condition, original number 
transferable £4750 Tel. 01491 
680712. Oxon. 

SUZUKI GS250 twin, low 
mileage, new battery, good 
tyres, chrome & alloy, bright 
& clean paintwork, very good, 
£850 Tel. Ernie 01286 881644. 
SUZUKI GS550 excellent 
condition, swap for 1960s 
Triumph Sprinter why? or 
£800, 1986 Suzuki GP100, 
nice condition, £700 ono. Tel. 
01543 683891. Staffs. 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 

1962, matching numbers, 
absolutely mint condition, 
£12,000 Tel. 07764 271625. 
Devon. 

TRIUMPH TROPHY 1960, 
orange/white, matching 
numbers, absolutely mint 
condition, £10,000 Tel. 07764 
271625. Devon. 



PARTS FOR SALE 



40T SPROCKET for 

lightweight British motorcycle 
(poss Tandon) 1.875” hole, 
fixing holes on 2.5” PCD, 
chain size 1/2” x 3/1 6”, £10 Tel. 
01223 843802. Cambs. 

52T STEEL SPROCKET 1/2” 
X 5/16” chain, 5.625” centre 
hole, nine fixing holes on 
6.25” PCD, to fit Tiger Cub 
wheel, £15 Tel. 01223 843802. 
Cambridgeshire. 

AJS TWIN main frame for 
1959, £125 Tel. 07583 599523. 
Leics. 

BMW K100 1987, assortment 
spares: 2 wheels, 15” rear, 
front wheel normal, £100. 
Starter motor & petrol pump, 
£150. Two wing mirror, two 
clutch cables, various other 
spares, 1 2 volt battery, Oxford 
Oximiser 900, £30 Tel. 01424 
222890. Sussex. 

BMW R51/2 silencers, pair 
£150. Handlebar clamp, £20. 
Steering damper, £30. Triple 
clamp, £20. Triple clamp bolts, 
£20. Gaiters, pair £10. Tel. 
01 273 50201 7. East Sussex. 
BSA GOLD STAR BB34 long 
fork shrouds, vgc, £80 pair. 
RGS mudguards genuine 
chrome needs, good clean 
front c/w stays, £95 pair. Rear 
number plate, genuine, £10. 
Tel. 07711 956049. South 
Yorks. 

CRASH BARS front and back 
fit any bikes, good chrome, 
£35 p&p at cost. Also top 
box, £20 bargain. Tel. 07443 
642408; 01133 910028 

anytime. West Yorks. 

HONDA VFR750FK crankshaft 
with rods, camshafts, complete 
gearbox, clutch and generator, 
will sell seperately. Tel. 01508 
520890. Norfolk. 

KAWASAKI W800 two sets 
unused exhaust/silencers, 
£300 Tel. 01661 853032. 
Northumberland. 

NORTON WIDELINE saddle 
in very good condition with 
chrome rim, £75. Triumph 
unit/pre unit chrome h/lamp 
v/good, £25, plus p&p or 
collect. Tel. Ian 07762 131276. 
Hampshire. 

SUZUKI GS550E side panels, 
£20. Carburettors, £50. Forks 
& yokes, £50. 4 into 1 Motad 
exhaust, £50. Front & rear 
wheels with discs, £40. Rear 
light, £15. Honda Z50R, rolling 
chassis, £75. Tel. 07908 
279588. Staffs. 



TRIUMPH CLUTCH 1956/60, 
excellent, £120. Speedo, 
120mph, excellent, £190. BTH 
twin magneto, £180. Lucas 
Ammeter, new, £50. Tel. Albert 
02088 944704. Twickenham. 
TRIUMPH CRANKCASES 
1937/38 Speed Twin, six stud, 
timing cover and barrels, all 
new rare find, other parts. 
Tel. Albert 02088 944704. 
Twickenham. 

TWO VILLIERS SILENCERS 

one 11 / 2 in pipe fitting, 
reasonable chrome but no 
bracket, possibly for Greeves 
Roadster Twin, small dent 
near inlet pipe made possibly 
to clear footrest. One ^%\n 
pipe fitting, poor chrome but 
with fixing bracket possibly 
for Roadster single, neither 
have baffle tube, £40 ono 
for both collected, postage 
extra. Tel. 07806 727867. 
Cambridgeshire. 



WANTED 



ANY MAKE OR SIZE classic 
motorcycle wanted in any 
condition, cash waiting. Tel. 
07548 801403. Notts. 

ARIEL ARROW rear mudguard 
outer rear mudguard inner 
pair rear suspension units, 
centre stand wanted urgently 
to complete restoration. Tel. 
01708 751653. Essex. 

ARIEL WANTED 250, 350 
1937/8/9, nice condition, good 
or bad, no silly prices please. 
Tel. 01912 514428. Tyne & 
Wear. 

BSA A10 OR A65 restoration 
project wanted, any model 
considered in any condition 
or any spares, will travel. Tel. 
07932 948153. Notts. 

BSA B 31/33 alternator engine 
spares, needed to restore a 
1 959 model after I retro fitted 
mag in the sixties. Tel. Dave 
01 545 571 756. West Wales. 
BULTACO WANTED for 1 962, 
TSS, 125cc production racer 
owners manual and any other 
technical literature, special 
tools, etc Tel. Colin 01474 
564010. Kent. 

FRONT & REAR mudguards 
rear chainguard for 1946-51 
rigid rear Matchless G3L. Tel. 
07583 599523. Leics. 

HONDA GOLDWING 1800 
Tow Pac Insta Trike Kit for 
my Goldwing any condition 
cash waiting. Tel. Paul 01516 
788883. Wirral. 

JAMES CAVALIER wanted, 
preferably running with MoT, 
but will consider all. Tel. 07525 
256333. Oxfordshire. 

JAP 300cc, 1 926, high lift cam/ 
pinion and internals wanted. 
Also information re early Sun 
motorcycles to compile book. 
Also Campion motorcycle 
and pushbike, book on same 
nearly complete. Tel. Dave 
07817 277780. Notts. 



JAMES COMET IF 1949 
model silencer and tail 
pipe complete, also set of 
handlebar levers for James 
Comet. Tel. 07762 947105. 
Northern Ireland. 

LOOKING FOR PROJECT 
BIKE dont mind what it is, it 
can be in any condition, I like 
a challenge, can travel for 
right bike, thanks. Tel. 07855 
475670. Devon. 

MATCHLESS Model G80, 
1962, 500cc single wanted for 
restoration, must be complete 
and original, can collect. Tel. 
01904 416567. York. 

MV AGUSTA 125 Sport 
wanted from 1975-1980. Tel. 
01926 770123. Warwickshire. 
SECURE, COVERED 
PARKING wanted for vintage 
Enfield in SE London (Forest 
Hill, Sydenham, Dulwich). 
Anyone have space in their 
garage to rent? Tel. 07401 
217796. London. 

TRIUMPH TWIN restoration 
project wanted, pre-unit 
preferred, but anything 
considered etc oif model any 
condition or any spares will 
travel. Tel. 07932 9481 53. Notts. 
VILLIERS 4T SRK engine 
instructions wanted, any 
information on the electrics, 
wiring diagrams and installation. 
Tel. 01202 679387. Dorset. 



MISCELLANEOUS 



BOOK The Story of Royal 
Enfield Motorcycles, Peter 
Harley, 1981, pages slightly 
discoloured otherwise good, 
£25 inc UK p&p Tel. 01473 
240777. Suffolk. 

BOOKS: Motorcycling 

Electrical Manual, h/b, 1965, 
by Bernal Osborne. Autocycles 
& Cyclemotors, h/b, 1 953, by 
Motorcycle Staff. Instruction 
Manual + Spare Parts List, 
New Hudson Autocycle, 
1956/57, 1950/55 two books. 
Francis- Barnett Parts List/ 
Instructons, Model 3&4, 147cc, 
1928/1929. Francis-Barnett 
Sales Catalogue Shows, all 
models, 1927, £9 each inc 
postage. Tel. 01923 677362. 
Herts. 

HJC HELMET size 6, glass 
fibre composite, brand new 
never worn, unsuitable/ 
unwanted gift, £60 Tel. Mike 
01386 48007. Worcestershire. 
HONDA CB750 Workshop 
Manual 91 -95 & 95-99, Clymer 
new 384 pages, £25 + p&p 
Tel. 01903 723658. West 

0| ICQOY 

LEATHER TROUSERS 40” 

waist, 29” leg with braces & 
waterproof over trousers, £30. 
Two pairs leather gauntlets, £5 
each, all above had little use. 
One pair size nine full length 
zip back boots, well used 
free to buyer of trousers. Tel. 
01529 968057. Lines. 



MAGAZINES: Motorcycle 
Sport 1990-1995, complete 
open to offers, buyer collects. 
Tel. Pete 02476 678081 or 
07775 730011. Warks. 
MORGAN Supersports 
Matchless MX2, 1937, fully 
restored with 110 miles, ex 
Chris Booth, Verralls, superb 
body restoration by D&A 
Wood, FSH, (Bonhams sold 
unrestored in USA Sept’ 15 for 
$88,000) so offers on £50,000 
sought. Tel. 01273 622722 
or 07890 836734 (no texts 
please). East Sussex. 
REGISTRATION NUMBER 
F*** TOY, valued at £1200 
would accept £800 ovno. Tel. 
01702 203125. Essex. 
SEALEY HYDRAULIC 
Motorcycle lift, 450kg, 
model MC450 V2, lift has 
never been used, brand new 
condition, cost £385 sell 
£250. Tel. 07590 907115. 
West Midlands. 

SIDECAR CHAMPIONS 
By George O’Dell, Road 
Racing, Mick Grant; Suzuki 
at the TT Races, 1960-67, 
£15 each; The Gilera MV 
Agusta Rivalry, 1950-1966, 
£18; Vostok Road Races 
by Raymond Ainscoe, £17. 
Tel. 01484 663007. West 
Yorkshire. 

VIPER PRESSURE 
WASHER 4-stroke engine 
driven pump, ideal for trials 
or m/cross bike cleaning at 
track, £1 00 or possibly swop 
for pre-unit Triumph parts 
Tel. Eddie 07765 421718. 
Northants. 



Wanted 1946 Norton 18 or 
w.h.y. in good sound condition. 
Tel. 01728 724321 (T), or email: 
andybuysbikes@hotmail.com 

AN558462C 



Wanted Sunbeam S7 Deluxe 
nice condition preferred. Tel. 
mobile 07802 896114. (T). 

AN558464C 



Wanted British autojumble 
spares or part projects, BSA, 
Norton, Triumph etc. Try 
us on top prices, friendly 
family firm for over 20 years. 
Collect anywhere especially 
Midlands, Stoke, Birmingham, 
Manchester, Nottingham, 
Derby. Tel. P. Dunn Dynamos, 
S-o-T 01782-856839. (T). 

PA558457C 



Dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos. Paul 
Dunn 01782-856839. (T)- 

PA558461C 




JAMES CARGO 
MOTORCYCLE 
SHIPPING 



LONDON 
+44(0)1753 687 722 



MANCHESTER 
+44(0)161 946 1339 



www.jamescargobikes,com 

Specialists in Worldwide Motorcycle Shipping 
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ELECTRICAL 



ENGINEERING 



NUTS & BOLTS 



SPARES 



Catmando Services 



Wiring SpedaHit with 2S yean Experience 
in manufacwring Bespoke looms 
for ChssfcBfkes, Moblk or collection 
service for fittingond Fault finding (by 
arrangemeiti}. WireSfConnectors and 
Eiectrical parts stocked. 

Tet 01603 736999 



www.catmando-services.co.uk 



- EAST DEVON - 

• MoT Testing • Rebores • Wheelbuilding 

• Crankshaft rebuilds • Thread repairs 



DAVEMASSAM Inn 
MOTORCYCLES ^ 

3 WHEELERS YARD, ROAD GREEN, 
COLYTON, DEVON EX24 6DT 

Tel 01297 552396 

Email postmaster@davemassam.co.uk 



CUSTOM FASTENERS 



We stock a huge range of 

NUTS, BOLTS & WASHEHS 

Finishes available 

CHROME • STAINLESS STEEL 

Threads available Metric Fine, 
UNRUNC Whitworth & Cycle 



iUMS^H 



UNIT TWINS 
a TRIPLES 
HiNCiaET MODELS 



rtonj 

COMMANDO mm 



Carl Rosner Lfd 

Sanderstud Slatlen Approach. Sardarimd R«d, 
Soulh Croy^ton. Surrey CR2 OPL 
Tei:02t>«eS7 0121 Fax: 020^51 OSde 
Ear E-mail: tr 1 umph 4 cartfoaiMff.co.uk ^ 
www.canroiner.co.uk 



FRAME REPAIRS 



Maidstone Motoliner Ltd 



FRAME STRAIGHTENING 

checking and repairs, forks, yokes and cast wheel repairs 
30 years experience TgL 01 622 790705 

and same day service WWW.motoliner.COnn 



METAL FINISHING ■ POWDER COATING 




5 and 6b Aultone Yard, Aultone Way, Carshalton, 
Surrey, SMS 2LH 
Tel/Fax 020 8647 3123 
www.collinschemicalblacking.co.uk 

Founded in 1966 

• ANODISING 

• BLACKING ON EXHAUSTS 

• CHEMICAL BLACKING 

• CHROME PLATING 

• NICKEL PLATING 

• POLISHING 

• SHOT AND BEAD BLASTING 

• VAPOUR BLASTING 

• ZINC PLATING 

- BRIGHT, COLOUR, BLACK & OLIVE 

• STOVE ENAMELLING 

SPECIALISTS IN CLASSIC BIKES & CARS 
Nationwide Collection & Delivery Service 
ALL WORK CARRIED OUT TO THE HIGHEST 
STANDARDS GUARANTEED 

^ s^is^unTwiththis^! ^ 



Give Sarah a call on 
01507 52918 
to advertise in the 
February issue 



SPECIAL OFFER 

FRAME and SWINGARM 

any siu shot hlascid and polyesur powder coated. 
fellcwed by hot coat 



HIGH GLOSS BLACK from £80 +VAT 



(other colours milabkj 

MICROBLAST POWDER COATING 

oidrawjwortehop 
Arthur Road,Wii1<JiOrSL4 ISE 
15 mirs from Junction I S M25 
ft 5 mini from Juretion 6 M4 
micrt3blastservices@yahoo.co*uk 
www,microbiastservices,co.uk 




L 



Order Online at: 

www.custom-fasteners.co.uk 



] 



Email; inro@custom-fasteners.co.uk 
Telephone 01686 629666 




RAFFLE PRIZE 




RESTORATION 



R.K. LEIGHTON 

UiiH 2, PartriciK* Court, Price Street, BirminRtiam B4 6JZ 
Tel: 0121 359 0514 

Email: ljifa@rk-leigh toti.co.uk www.rk-Jeighton.co.uk 



IVIOTORCYCLE SEAT 
RENOVATION SERVICE 

SUPPLIERS OF NEW SEATS FOR MOST BRITISH CLASSIC BIKES 

LOOSE COVERS & FOAMS SUPPLIEO 

Please phone for details and price list 



NUMBER PLATES 



Chestnut 

Registrations 



PAS 37B 



ALL MOTORCYCLE 
NUMBERPLATES 
MANUFACTURED 



REG NUMBERS 
BOUGHT FOR CASH 

BLACK it SILVER PLATES. VALID FOR ALL PRE 1975 MOTORCYCLES. 

Tel 0151 924 6480 

Order online vvww.chestn ut-registration5aCO.uk 

RO.Box 333, Crosby, Liverpool L23 2WB 




SHOCK ABSORBERS 



Specialised shocks for most 
road and off road 

bikes from only inclusiv# 

NJB SHOCKS 

Itol; 07788 715163 

www.njbBhockft.ito.uk 
^^1 .SSL normanOnjbBhockK.co.uk 



PARTS, SPARES & SERVICES 



, We have over 250 tonnes 

UPESKinn quality bike parts for 

^ most makes & models; 

■Aii “UinL over 1 0 ,r 000 sq.ft of new 

Scotjand'e Langflst Stock of Used Motorcycla Parte ^ IfSed bike SpafeS 

ALL MAKES AND MODELS COVERED FROM 1970s ONWARDS 
1980's bikes and superbikes a speciality - MAIL ORDER NO PROBLEMl 
Tel: 01224 899228 10 Cables Lane, Toriy, 

www.breakingpoint.CG.uk E: dek^breaki ngpointco.uk Aberdeen AB11 9AD 



Scotjand'e Lai^gast Stock of Used Motorcyda Parte 



WHEELBUILDING, 
RIMS & SPOKES 
STOCKED 

Spares for all British machines 

Syd Smith (Spares) Ltd 
555 Greenland Road, 
Sheffield S9 5HZ 
Tel: (0114) 2442736 



TRANSFERS 



P ^SSIC 

I ransferF 

'TY ROBERT DERRICK LTD 



Autocydes Racers 
- iJOOpiTk (Mon - Fri) 

Tel: 01454 260596 







miiA. 



*0ualty k fWTHmbowd long 

8bsr price Is brgoHwi ^ ^ 



ViBfl our new Mlv •ustrated website (Nov 2015) 
witli secue onthe ordering facityf 

www.classictransfers.co.uk 

jjs ^ser vice@ciassk;iTansfers.co.uk 

Bob and Marcia Derrick 



Wilson^^^j 



M/C graphics by Adam 



Claasic Transfers, PO BCK t7, Wbnor-UTwter^Eidge, 
GLt2aYX,LMed Kingdom 
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WIN OVER £1200 




WITH 



dassicbikeshows.com 



Classic Bike Shows has teamed up with Sealey to offer 
one lucky person the chance to kit out their workshop 
with a selection of equipment, carefully chosen with the 
compact working environment in mind. 

The ingenious Portable Motorcycle Folding Workbench 
not only folds away for easy storage but is lightweight 
and features wheels making it mobile. The loading ramp 
also doubles as a convenient workshop stool. 

The Foldable Workstation, with cupboards, is another 
space-saver and is perfect where workshop/garage 
space is limited. It provides a large work area when 
needed and conveniently folds away when not in use. 
The unit also features a useful wall-mounted cupboard 
and pegboard. 

The Oil Free 50! Belt Drive 2hp Compressor is suitable 
for general purpose workshop applications. An oil free, 
single piston pump is belt driven by a two horsepower 
motor and fixed to a vertical type tank, saving space 
around the workshop. The prize also includes a five- 
piece Air Accessory Kit which contains high performance 
gravity feed spray gun, tyre inflator with gauge, paraffin/ 
detergent spray gun, air blow gun and coiled air hose. 

The full set of equipment up for grabs is: Foldable 
Workstation, Motorcycle Portable Folding Workbench 
360kg capacity. Compressor SOI Belt Drive 2hp Oil Free, 
five-piece Air Accessory Kit, Wireless Security Starter 
Kit, Wireless Garage Door Sensor, Ratchet Tie Down 
25mm x 4m Polyester Webbing with S Hooks 500kg load 
test - two pairs, Bin & Panel Combination 24 Bins - red/ 
blue. Vacuum Oil and Fluid Extractor Manual 4I and 
Motorcycle Portable Fuel Tank II. 




classicbikeshows.com 



HOME OF THE BIGGEST CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE EVENTS IN THE WORLD 



2016 DATES 

The Caroie Nash Classic Bike Guide 
Winter Classic 

January 9-10, Newark Showground, 
Nottinghamshire NG24 2NY 

The 36th Carole Nash Bristol Classic 
MotorCyde Show 

February 6-7, The Royal Bath & West, 
Somerset BA4 6QN 



The Classic Dirt Bike Show Sponsored 
by Hagon Shocks 

February 20-21, Telford International 
Centre, Shropshire TF3 4JH 

The 36th Carole Nash International 
Classic MotorCyde Show 
April 23-24, Staffordshire County 
Showground, Staffordshire ST1S OBD 



The 23rd Carole Nash Eurojumble 
September, Netley Marsh, Hampshire 
SO40 7GY 

The 23rd Carole Nash Classic 
Motorcycle Mechanics Show 
October 15-16, Staffordshire County 
Showground, Staffordshire ST1S OBD 



Enter online at facebook.com/classicbikeshows 

Full terms and conditions available at the point of entry, One winner will be the first name drawn at rarjdom, Closing date is December 31 , 2J15, 






®00 Classic Camera | Christmas Cadet 
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Just in time for Christmas 




n this photograph from the first 
week of December 1955, we see 
the managing director of James 
Motorcycles Ltd, Mr Charles H 
Summerton, sat astride a very 
special J15 Cadet. This Cadet was the first of 
the new J15 models to roll off the production 
line, and it was Mr Summerton' s joh to take 
it out for a test ride. 

He is seen chatting to production manager 
Walter Jones, assembly shop foreman 
George Dunn and director of James's parent 
company, AMC, John Kelleher, just before he 
takes the new Cadet out for a spin. 

The J J5 Cadet was brought in as a 
replacement for the older J5 model, though 



the only significant change was the 147cc 
30C Villiers engine in place of the J3D 
engine that had starred in the J5. 

The James motorcycle concern was well 
known and well liked for its expertise in the 
lightweight market, making lightweights 
since the Second World War. At that time the 
company's ML (Military Lightweight) model 
- fondly nicknamed 'the clockwork mouse' - 
was popular with paratroops as it was light 
enough to be lifted over most obstacles. 

The Cadet had been available in various 
guises since its initial introduction. Most 
variations of the Cadet, including the first 
rigid-framed model, were made available 
in both Standard and Deluxe models 



to increase their appeal. In later years 
it was even possible to buy a Cadet in 
Competition trim. 

One of the most important years for 
the Cadet was 1953. The Standard and 
Competition Cadets - which had Villiers lOD 
engines - were dropped from the roster, and 
the Deluxe Cadet was rebranded as the J6. 
The J6 was joined by the Villiers 13D-engined 
J5 which, as mentioned previously, was 
superseded in 1955 by the JJ5. 

Later years saw James start using more 
AMC engines in place of their favoured 
Villiers power units but, like many of its 
peers, its days were numbered and James 
eventually became defunct in 1966. 
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CHARTERHOUSE 



Auctioneers & Valuers 




Part of a barn find of British motorcycles to be sold 

without reserve 

The Carole Nash Bristol Classic 
Motorcycle Show Auction 

Sunday 7th February 2016 

To enter a motorcycle, whether a barn find project or a show 
stopper please contact Matthew Whitney via email on 
bikes@charterhouse-auction.com or 07756 312649 

The Long Street Salerooms, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3BS 



01 935 81 2277 www.charterhouse-auction.com 











Pannenweg 260^ 6031 RK Nederweert, The Netherlands 






1938 Ariel Red Hunter SOOcc ohv 
£8,500 



1918 James 600cc Model 6 £11,995 1931 Coventry Eagle 350cc SV 



.£4,350 



YESTERDAYS ANTIQUE MOTORCYaES 



1938 Indian Junior Scout 500cc 
£11,950 



1919 Blackbume 500cc £11,995 



1939 AJS 39/2 lOOOcc £21,995 



1939 Moto Guzzi Alee 500cc £8,500 



.£10,750 



1928 BSA Sloper 500cc ohv 



1937 Harley-Davidson Servkar 750cc 
£28,950 



1922 Scott 500CC 2-speed £14,500 1926 Sarolea 500cc ohv £21,500 1922 Douglas 4HP 600cc £12,750 



WANTED; Not only BROUGH SS 100, LEON BOLLEE, MEGOLA HILDEBRAND & WOLFMULLER, 
PENNINGTON, HOLDEN, but also any pre ^40 500-1000cc SV, OHV, OHC and 4 cyl. Machines. 



^ prices in 

WE HAVE 100+ BEAUTIFUL MACHINES, STILL TOO MANY TO LIST! 



Tel: 0031 495 546054 Fax: 0031 495 526763 www.yesterdays.nl 

e-mail: office@yesterdays.nl 

Visitors by appointment. We ship worldwide at cost. 















